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TK3 TOP TSN 


„ Rrger S. Cohen, Jr. 

it the conclusion of the preceding installment vi this series, It w *3 my 
intention to update and correct soifte typographical errors on the scries from 
1793 to ’3C2. The recent release of the new Breen half cent book nas new caused 
-> this work to be [delayed.^ — 0b pR,*rro 

zi. . yy*- iL-vj f 

it the rscent ^Hi convention, Miter Breen had (printsd signatures)of hia 
bcok arranged in a cover so that I could glance through his text. VfaIter teld 
me thet all Condition Census information in his book had been pr epared by 0 . Jon c 

Hanson of California. .•¥. Hanson has not been a contributor to fmy own ) series 
of articles. However, there appears to be^ccnsiderable duplication of many coins 
aa well as a number of dif fa'*«nc«8 which hopefully will be :asolv«d in the future. 

For this installment, therefore, the varieties covered will be the four 
varieties dated 1803 and the first five varieties dated lSCh, including the de¬ 
listed variety #3. 

The contributors to .this installment include thoc*/listed previously,plus 
Joe Kane, Bob Tuell, Frank Wilkinson, Steve tund, Gena Craig, Carvin Goodridge, 
and Den Valanaiano, Jr. 




—> 


—- 1303 c-l 

MS65 Plunk®t - Bland - California coilsctor. 

MSoO-*- DCJ collection - Midwest collector. 

MboO Delaware collector 

Unc? Dupont 1 10?0 $20. - to bidder P.M. - present whereabouts unkncern. 

One? Miller L/17 2 103b - Vayte Raymond - ^.iter Breen - California collactar. 

Unc? T.Jd.Tiea Clarke sale by Sosoff U/56t U52 $ 70 . - present whereabouts unknown. 
AU55 Miles t lh Stack's h /69 $135. * ?> Stick's 5/79 1 15 $650. wnere mis-at tribe ted 
as Gilbert 3 - W .K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown. 

1U55 Brobatoci FPL Stack'a 1963 • v erkin 3/66 1 107 $260. - Type collacter. 

AC55 J.J.feaparty - Pennsylvania collectcr. 

AU55 H. Campbell - California collector. 

There are a number of examples which ;We la very late die state - reverse 
cra.cca Join, and^ooverse shows a rusted state. Two of these could be considered 
in one. condition except that they have a very 'mushy 1 appearance, particularly 
on the obverse. 


1303 C-2 


ZFk$ Brcbelen FPL - Ghowers - Midwest collector. 

??30 . J.Beymer at 1977 ANA bourse - ft. Gross - Michigan collectcr. 

7725 D. Frederick - S. Ungar - Maryland collector. (Broken reverse) 

7720 Shcwars - Midwest collector. (Broken reverse) 

7720 C. Hollins - ft. Gross - California collecter. 

» , 7720 Maryland collsctor. 

VP?0 Alvordi 93 • Hi ^yder - V. Raymond 17 - W. Raymond 2/^7* 50 - 

, * Colvlni 1331 $22. - W. Breen - California collector. 

715 Pennsylvania collector. 

7\5 Connecticut collsctor (partial broken reverse) 

715 Dupont» 1071 $35. - D. fcleon - Stack's *.pence" sale 3/75* 329 $>0. 
- I. Greet - Michigan collecter. (Broken reverse) 



■J 



MS65 Showers - Midwest collector. 

MS65 From a Stack's sale - W.I.Raymond - present whenaloute unknown. 

MB60+ Manfra, Tordella Se Brooks 3Ab - Bland - W.J.C.'rmel - Bland - 
California dealer. 

'•SS60 R.D.Minde - Mar/land collector. 

MS60 Bolender - California collector. 

MS60 J -Brand - Dupont: 1072 $ii5» - D. elaon - St-ick'i "Spence" sale 3/751 

328 $1,000. - RARCOA - JJR.Brauir'erth - Stacl.'s V8l pale: 5 $2,000. 

- prooent whereabouts unknown. 

MS60 Brobston FPL - York collector. 

Cue? W. Breen - California collector. 

AU55 Alvord sale by S.H.Chapman 6/2L* 88 $12. - H. Rfder - Nev Netherlands 

sale l/$Ut 28U $26. - Tom Vaas - New Jtirney collector. 

AU55 R. Oross - Michigan collector 

There are four specimens in grade AU50 known o us aid inelvde the Superior 
6/81 j 6 coin which was carelessly attributed as a C-l$| t^e ,N New letherlands 6/70: 
115} a reported specimen in a Delaware collection and the sneci: an listed on 
Vf.K.Raymond 'a FPL of 8/77. 


1303 0-U 

MS60 Brobston FPL - Louis Helfonstein - Merkin , ala 3/58 : U >> $U20. - 

California collector. 

AD55 Showers - Midwest collector 

JCFhS DCJ collection - Midwest collector, (has scratch on r v verse) 

KFltO Alvordi 81 $7.75 - Henry Chapman - Dupont ;alet 10*9 $100. - D. Nelson 

fr* 7 - Stack's 14 Spence" sale 3/75*V$550. - RARCOl 1/78* 3 - J. Braunworth - 
Stack's sale 1/81 j J $1,000. - present whereabouts unknown. 

SFLO Stack's Nate Smith sale 3A3* 39 #220. - dryland collector. 

5Ft»0 Williams sale by Kosoff llAOi.695 $15« - present w’nreabouts unknown. 

$7? W. Breen - G.Jon Hanson(g)Long Island collector. 

7735 W.K. Raymond - Midwest collect-iso. 

7735 Stack's store stock 5/82 - Pennsylvania col'actor 

7735 Stack's Robison sale 2/82* 321 $b80. - Comecticut mllector (cola 

is double-struck) , ,, *! 

U'L-ri tt' r Ta 

This striking in 1805 is sometimes very difficult to grade as the obverse < 
die ia quite worn after ite 1803 use. The first uss of ths reverse die is with 
this" combination, but it is damaged by clashing, making the center weak even on ^ ^ 
high grade coins. * 

I80ii C-l * ^ 

— ■■ ■" ■ V/^ 

Hoc? Alvord 6/2 U* 106 $10. - Ryder - W. Raymond l)Ai>* 22 - Brobston FPL - 

Louis Helfenstein - Msrkin sale 3/68: 112 $510. - California collecter. 

AU$5 Hlfwers - Midwest collector. 

AB50 H. Campbell - California collecyor. 

A050 Haselcorn - Q. Jon Hanson - Long Island colls«tor 

$71#) Paramount 5/69« 1*89 - 0. Wrubel - W.K.Raymond - Pennsylvania collecter. 

WUO Williams sale 11/50 1 708 $5. (mis-attributed .is a Gilbert-5) - New Jersey 

collector. 

27ti0 W. Breen - G.Jon Hanson - Rd).Monde - Maryland collector. 

I7i|0 Donald Partrick - Stack's sals 5/75* 5 Hi $2lj0. - J .$.Bra unworth - Stack's 
8*le 1/81» 11 $1*50. - Ron Outh - New Jersey collecter. 
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Bland - California collector. 

Connecticut collector. 

W.K.Raymond - R.S.Cohen (1972) - R. Tettenhorte - W.K Raymond - 

R. S.Cohen (1976) - SAC 1?80 salat 55 $300. (a« VF30) - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

I 8 OI 4 C-2 

Tom Werner (at 1971 ANA convention as a Gilbert-10) - Bland -W.K. 

Raymond - Midwest collector. 

W.K.Raymond - R. Tettenhorst - W.K.Raymond - California collector. 

S. Ungar - Maryland collector (with obverse cud). 

J. Rettew - W.K.Raymond - 0 . Jon Hanson - Long Island collector. 

Virginia collector ( with obverse cud). 

Lortng - Pennsylvania collector. 

R. Cross - Michigan collector. 

Silberman - Lotting - J.R.McGuigan - Virginia collector (with obverse cud). 
Luebke - Missouri collector (with obverse cud). 

Haselcom - Q.Jen Hanson - W.K.Raymond - Q.Jon Hanson - R.D.Hinds - 
Maryland collects*. 


This is a complete listing of the kncwn specimens as of this writing. 

The Haneon listing of ownership appearing in Walter Breen's book has a discrep¬ 
ancy over the ownership of the G 6 J. Rettew and the Fr2 Hazelcom apeciroens. 

In Hanson's listing, the Rettew specimen is listed as going to R.D.Munds. 

However, the specimen from the Mande collection was in in envelope which wae 
marked "Discover^specimen, ex New York coin dealer". The writing on the envelope 
is Mr. Hanson's. Perhaps Mr. Hanson will provide an explanation. 


18014 C-3 

The December, 1953 issue of THU NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK magazine contained 
an article by Walter Bj.een on half cents. In this article, the discovery of 
new varieties since the publication of Gilbert's book in 1916 were listed. 
Included was a new 1801* described as having the obverse of Gilbert -6 and the 
reverse of Gilbert-10. The apecimen so described nad Peen obtained by Breen 
at the then recent MANA convention from Mr. Holmes Cessna of Cumberland, 
Maryland. 


In 1971, prior to the publication of AMERICAN HALF CENTS, there was con¬ 
siderable discussion between Ray f^nde, Paul Munson, and me as to whether Sr not to 
include this single example as a separate variety. This example seemed to 
exhibit an earlier die state on the reverse than on the then known Gilbert -10 
(C-ii). Paul Hinson's poeition waa^that regardless of where the striking fit 
into the emission sequence, the dies used were the same ones which were used for 
the die combination on the then known Gilbert-11 (C-5). Therefore, the coin 
was merely an early die state of that varisty prior to the die injuries which 
, resulted in the 3 piked chin obverse. Both Ray Hinde and I beliered^that rather 
than ignoring the 18 year old "legend" that a separate die variety existed, it 
would be better to list it and see hew other collectors would react. As of 
-ifele writing,! the consen sus of opinion is that Paul Hinson's original position 
I *** correct. However, there is one major rob lea in that all known specimens 
V T^ts of now are very worn. ' The re areT's pTc i m^To^^on aide recT- rcount?*^ * ^ 
due to the controversial nature of one specimen. “T* 








. . „ a,r*.a. 

The 19$3 specimen currently in alCaliiornia collection can be graded GU ii-v-IaXi/-* 

—} let the fact that the reverse fraction has been obliterated due to wear, l a ov e r - 
j—> lootafd. The reverse appears to be an earlier state of the die before its use 

foi^either C-b or C-5« The obverse has a scratch-like line following the right 
,c^'-h c ^profile of Liberty's bust. There are no indications of any of the later die 
injuries which show on the spiked chin state. 


—The second specimen currently in this writer's collection was obtained from 
W.K.Raymond in 1972. ftThad acquired it from G. Jon Hanson. The coin is graded 

AG3* The area of th® spiked chin is so corroded as to make it impossible to s / 4 Ss 

determine if the die injuries were ever present. The revarse l a—l e «s v w»w i than wA<i.r 

the 1953 specimen and is the same early die state. I count this coin as a half 
specimen due to the obverse damage. 


The third specimen was identified by Denis Loring in November, 1971 and he 
sent the coin to this writer for verification. The coin subsequently was sold 
or traded to W.K.Raymond and is now the property of a Midwest collector. This 
coin grades VG7 overall and is similar to the 1953 specimen. A scratch-like 
line follows the right outline of Liberty's bust but is plainer. The reverse 
is similar to the other specimens in that it exhibits an early die state. The 
fraction area can be seen clearly on this example. 


Again, it is my opinion that the concensus of opinion by collectors whether 
to recognize or ignore these three examples as a variety or merely as an early 
-> state of C-5 should govern.^The discovry of an example in VF or higher con- 
dition would go a long way to resolve^ftis puzzle. 

160 b C-b 

EFtiO Brobston FPL by Stack's 1/63 - Willard Blaisdell- present whereabouts 
unknown. 

VF25 Stack's store stock 12/81 - Connecticut collector. 

VF20 DCJ collection - R. Tettenhorst - W.R.Weber - Midwest collector. 

7F20 Ken Pines - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF20 J.R.McGuigan - Michigan collector. 

VF20 Ken Pines - R. Gross - Michigan collector. 

7F? California collector. 

F15 Raton - Dupont sale 11/51: 107b $100. - bidder B.F. - Showers - 

R. Tettenhorst - California collector. 

F15 C.Goodridge - California collector. 

F15 Walter Breen - G. Jon Hanson - Lcng Island collector. 

F15 Illinois collector. 

There are six specimens of this variety which grade FI2. In the range of 
707 to 7010, another eleven examples are now known. The variety is now clearly 
an R5 in the mid-range, with about 50 examples known. 

l&Ob C-5 

MS60 Coin Galleries 2/77: b57 (pictured as lot U53) *525. - Maryland collector. 

MS60 Walter Breen - California collector. 

AU55 Delaware collector. 

A050 St. Clair Coin Co. - Pennsylvania collector. 

8Fb5 196b ANA bourse - G.Jon Hanson - W.K.Raymond - G.Jon Hanson - R.D.Munde- 
Maryland collector. 

EFbO Showers - Midwest collector. 

IFbO D. Loring - 7irginia collector. 

SFbO Newark collector (AU sharpness, cleaned and re-toned). 




2 ?hO Merkin sale 3 / 681 116 $115. - present whereabouts unknmc. 

SFhO George Massaacre h/1883 - T. Harrison Garbett - Johns Hopkins University - 
Stack's 3/76t 7 $300. - James Braunvorth - Stack's l/8l: 19 $h60. - 

Illinois collector. 

VF35 W.V.Neil sale 6/U7* 2226 $8.50 - Willard Blaisdell - Bland - W.K.Raymond 

- R.S.Cohen - New Jersey collector. 


(To be continued) 
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Dear Roger, 





mi 


As per our phone conversation, I've included some info on the 1793 C-l 
half cents. I think you and I should co-author this stuff in future issues 
of P-W since we have done most of the work in "our camp", and especially 
since we may never see the other camps work. 

In any event, please make corrections, additions and deletions as you see 
fit. I know this is a had time of the year for you to have to do this, but 
if you could get in touch with me soon we can get it into the next issue of 


P-W. 


Write or call. 812-464-5459. 


Best wishes, 
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MS -65 S.H. Chapman "F.R. Alvord" 6/1924:8,$ 65 . ■ 
—-— - 1l/l95^ »1029.$ 67 5. - Bareford collection. 


Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 
Unbroken reverse. 


1 * ( possibly "S.H. MeVitty" 3/l938il) - Stack's 
50 . - whereabouts unknown. Un^coken. reverse. 



Early B. Max Mehl sale,^ 

"Alto" 12/1970 s 513*$4750. 

Stack's stated: "...one of only two Mint State specimens known to the 
cataloguer." flfMren ?o *qh*$#-o #-£ A<s-(r^ r * pg rtc Ctrf^S 


AU-50 Madison Coin Box - McGuigan collection. (jTK;* (<* e?0 . 


lU- Chapman Brothers "H.P. Smith" 5/1906:1188 - H. Chapman "G.H. Earle" 

1912:3600 - Dr. T. Hall - Virgil Brand - B.G. Johnson - Dr. J. Hewitt 
, So) Judd “ Kosoff's "Illustrated History":15a - Lester Merkin "Louis Helf- 
'— t L enstein" 3/1968:3 - whei^aboute-unfejaewn. Broken reverse die. 


CofrST CfLOec-rett. 


AU-50 Possibly from England - Midwest collector. 

, 1 , "."-'•“•“jp—.... 

AU-50 Bruce Stowe collection, j \Ky<; 


AU- Stack's "J.L, Brobston" 1963 Le ster Merkin 3/1969: 

Tollett" 4/1971:1 - whereabouts unknown. Unbroken reverse. Lester 
Merkin stated: "ex Brobston, E.T. Davis collections." The R.T. Davis 
specimen, however, is NOT ex Brobston and also exhibits a broken reverse. 



EF- Stack's "R.T. Davis" 2 / 1968 : l,$2400/\-(jLester Merkin 3 / 1969 : 590 ' - 
whereabouts unknown. Broken reverse.) 


i .?*«*** ‘ 
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EF-45 New Netherlands "Hr. Angus C. Black" 6/l97$: 110,$l600. - whereabouts 
unknown. Unbroken reverse. New Netherlands stated: "Probably third 
finest known.,.; Second finest perfect die coin." 

EF- New Netherlands "John Pawling" ll/l952:74,$85» - whereabouts unknown. 
Unbroken reverse. New Netherlands stated: "None are yet known to us 
in full Mint State." 
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THE TOP 10 s AN EXPLANATION^- v 


"begin a series listing^the top -y r ' 




aPtP^ 


. O cr r tr\jz.nC 

J. 2 / — With this installation the authors wi' _ _ 

ten^ specimens of each half cent variety. Unlike the iLprge €ents, t tw - U. S. ,• 
Waif £ents h^tife had little «=na Condition Census information published., / 

The only previous efforts have been the occasional and/E rnTt e d- use in auction 
ca talogues, c-f -Vniltiiirr - fr - ip 1 - 1 ™ai-w a vn-* n 

«sdHhe quantitative, no n-sp ecific listings done by RogerACohen, Jr. 
in past issues of PENNY-WISE (Vol.VJi **c a nd VoI.^ZTaW.I ), and in his most 
recent second edition of "American Half CentssThe Little Half Sisters." Also 
worth noting are the efforts of Milton Pfeffer and Rich Bilancia, whose in¬ 
dividual MXMXXX works have appeared in past issues of PENNY-WISE. While 
theirs XXXMXXXXXXXX were not?true Condition Census , their efforts at 
listing the X&$X appearances of high-grade pieces were a step in the right 
direction. 

The authors have studied, collected and researched t hgrU ^ g . Half Cents for 
many years. Roger Cohen's credentials as an authority on the series are un¬ 
disputed. His two editions of "American Half Cents" are the latest standard 
reference works on the series. His collection ranks as one of the finest in 
the country (certainly^the most complete as to variety and sub-variety) and 
is replete with condition and die-state rarities. Cohen's connection ■faouW'O* 
and correspondence with virtuaH-^'-ev^ny half pent collector' of-no te in the 
country has enabled him to maintain his n©£©3^t±e of significant half cent 
appearances. Ron Guth has, on two separate occasions, formed significant 
half cent collections. He is a contributor to Cohen's"American Half Cents", 
a consultant on the h^af cent series to the American Numismatic Association 
Certification Service, and a frequent contributor to publications such as 
COIN WORLD, PENNY-WISE and THE NUMISMATIST. In addition, Guth maintains an 
extensive photo and auction plate file of half cent-.varieties and through 
his activities as a coin dealer, he has seen meet of the significant half 
cent collections in the country. 

The efforts presented herein represent the best available knowledge based 
on the authors' experience and the information contributed by reputable 
sources. These reputable sources include personal observations, present 
ownership of specific i Mentis, and quality plates or photographs of individual 
coins. In many cases, actual comparisons have been made between coins of 
similar quality to determine rankings. The "Census" does not represent the 
final, inviolate listing of all known coins in high grade. New specimens 
appear from time to time which should be included, often coins which have 
not been examined will be removed from their placement in the rankings upon 
observation, and sometimes coins appear from long-ago sales which by today's 
standards are graded higher than they were then. Therefore, the "Census" 
should be used solely as a guide and the authors do not condone it's use to 
"hype" condition rarities because of the i n h er en t dynamics created by the 
attempt to list the "finest knowns". 

Revisions can and will be expected as additional interest and information 
is gathered as a result of this first attempt. Persons owning or a ware of 
significant conditioner^! ties should contatc either author to insure their 
inclusion in future segments. Ideally, if the actual coins could be sub¬ 
mitted for examination and photography, the authors' jobs would be much 
easi ery ybM-fcx i-H ylYieMyigfx that:. Coins and/or information should be sent to 
RON GUTH 3504 First Avenue Evansville, IN 47710 










WARREN A. LAPP. M.D.. F.A.C.S. 

6505 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27600 


(010) 672-5570 


December 8, 1983 


Dear Rogers 

One of our members has asked a few questions which I think you can 
answer. I'd like to include your answers in the January P-W. M^y I 
have your responses soon? 

1. Ron Guth's 'Top Ten' mentions Breen's half cent book, due for issuance 
in January, 1982 and then delayed for "a few months". money has been 
returned subsequently (at ny request), but I think that the membership 

is owed an explanation. Could we have one? 

2. Also from 'TopeTen', would any one care to comment on how Bowers Sc 
Ruddy's 179U C-5a changed from an AU to VF35 or C-5b from 'superb AU' 
to VF30? 

Thanks very much for your help. You can jot dora your answers on 
this sheet and just return it to me. 


Best to you. 
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THE TOP 10: AN EXPLANATION 
Ron Guth and Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 
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With this installment, the authors will begin a series of articles listing the £ftif&Z 
ten best condition specimens of each half cent variety, where ten exist. Unlike 
the large cent, the half cent has had little Condition Census information 
published about it. Prior information has come from the occasional and 
generally inaccurate information in auction catalogues or the quantitative, non¬ 
specific listings done by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. in past issues of PENNY-WISE 
(Vol. VII, No. 6 and Vol. XII, No. 1) and most recently in his second edition of 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS: THE LITTLE HALF SISTERS. The efforts of 
Milton Pfeffer and Rich Bilancia, whose individual works have appeared in past 
issues of PENNY-WISE, are worth noting. Although not a true Condition Census, 
their efforts at listing the appearances of high-grade pieces were a step forward. 

The current authors have studied, collected, and researched half cents for 
many years. Roger Cohen's credentials as an authority on the subject are 
undisputed. AMERICAN HALF CENTS, both first and second editions, are the 
current standard reference on the subject. His collection of half cents ranks as 
one of the finest in the country (certainly one of the most complete as to variety 
and scfc-variety) and is replete with condition and die-state rarities. Cohen's 
contacts and correspondence with most half cent collectors throughout the 
country has enabled him to maintain his records of significant half cent appear¬ 
ances. Ron Guth, on two separate occasions, has formed notable half cent 
collections. He is a contributor to AMERICAN HALF CENTS by Cohen, a half 
cent consultant to the American Numismatic Association Certification Service, 
and a frequent contributor to publications such as COIN WORLD, PENNY-WISE, 
and THE NUMISMATIST. In addition, Guth maintains an extensive photo end 
auction catalogue plate file on the half cent varieties; and, through his activities 
as a coin dealer, has seen many of the important half cent collections in the 
country. 

The details presented herein represent the best available information based 
on the authors' experience, research, and data contributed by reliable sources. 

These coin sources include personal observations, present ownership of specific 
coins, and quality photographs of individual coins. In many cases, actual 
comparisons have been made between coins of similar quality to determine rank¬ 
ings. The 'Census' does not represent the final, inviolate listing of all coins in 
high grade. New specimens can appear which should be included in any revision. 

Coins listed in the 'Census' which have not been examined by the authors will be 
removed from their placement should observation prove this to be necessairy. 

Sometimes coins will re-appear from long-ago sales that by today's standards 
are graded higher or lower than previously. Therefore, the 'Census' should be 
used solely as a guide. The authors do not condone its use to 'hype' condition 
rarities because of the problems created by any attempt to list 'the finest 
known'. Perhaps in the not too distant future, the goal of a reasonably accurate 
and complete Condition Census of half cents with all coins known, graded, and 
ranked can become a reality. It can only be possible, however, with all half 
cent collectors working toward this as the common goal. 

Revisions may be anticipated as additional information is generated as a 
result of this first attempt. Persons who own or are aware of significant 
condition rarities should please contact either of the authors to have their coins 
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included in future listings. Ideally, if actual coins could be submitted for 
examination and photography, greater accuracy could be obtained. 

Coins and/or information and comments may be sent to: 

RON GUTH ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 

3504 First Avenue 4701 Sangamore Road 

Evansville, IN 47710 Bethesda, MD 20816 

How To Read The Listings 

Each of the coins is graded. Where actual coins have been observed or 
where their grade has been reliably reported, the numerical grade has been 
included. Where further information is awaited, the numerical grade has been 
replaced with a question mark (?). The ’pedigree’ f ollowSj with the earliest 
appearance listed first and each subsequent appearance is separated by a dash, 
and so on, until the present. Where present ownership is known, it is included; 
where it is not known, it is designated with a question mark. Auction appear¬ 
ances are indicated by the company name, the title of the sale (if so designated), 
the date, the lot number, and the price realized - in that order. Where such 
information is not known, it has not been included. 


1793 C-1 

MS60 H Chapman 'J. G. Mills’ 1904:140Q - S. H. Chapman 'F. R. Alvord' 

6/1924: 8, $65. - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1029, $675.-W. 
Bareford. Perfect reverse. 

MS-? ’Early B. Max Mehl sale' - Stack's 'Alto' 12/1970:513, $4,750. - Dr. 
McGeary. Perfect reverse. 

AU55 Midwest collector, possibly from England. Perfect reverse. 

AU-? Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - Stack's 'R. L.Tollett' 4/1971:1 - ? 

Perfect reverse. 

AU50 H. P. Smith - Earle — Brand - Judd - Helfenstein - reportedly in a 
California collection. 

EF45 Stack's 'R. T. Davis' 2/1968:1 , $2,400. - Showers - ?. Not 

'ex-Brobston' as stated in Merkin 3/1969:590. F AME break on reverse. 
EF-? New Netherland 61st sale 'Dr. Angus C. Black' 6/1970:110, $1 ,600. - ? 

Perfect reverse. Graded 'EF45' in the sale. 

ETF-? Eliasberg collection. 

EF-? Norweb collection. 

EF-? Tobias - M. L. Kaplan circa 1973 - ? 

EF40 Ricky Gross - R. S . Cohen, Jr. 

EF40 Stack's 1976 ANA sale - ? 

The authors have listed more than ten specimens of this variety since there 
may be some duplication of appearances. In addition, there are several other 
pieces which have not been examined and which might merit inclusion. The latter 
have not been included until further information is received. One especially 
interesting example of this variety is the Merkin 3/1969:590 - Merkin 7/1972:93 
coin. Roger S. Cohen, Jr. purchased the coin from the latter sale at $2,100. 

The coin has been mutilated by having part of the rim ground off so as to center 
the design on the planchet. The coin weighs only 89.1 grains against a standard 
weight of 104 grains. 




1793 C—2 


MS60 


MS60 

AU-? 

AU-? 

AU-? 

AU-? 

EF45 

EF45 

EF-? 

EF40 


MS65 
MS 60 

AU55 

AU-? 

AU-? 

AU-? 

EF40 

EF-? 

EF-? 

EF-? 


MS60 

MS-? 

MS-? 

AU-? 

AU55 

AU50 


EF-? 

EF-? 

EF-? 

EF-? 


H. Chapman 'G. H. Earle' 1912:3599 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:259, $315. - Showers - Midwest collection. The 
reverse of this coin is illustrated in Gilbert. 

B. Luckett 1/1959 - California collector 
T. S. Clarke - Williams 
Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - ? 

Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - ? 

Lester Merkin 9/1968 - ? 

Harold P. Newlin collection - Bowers & Ruddy ’Garrett, Part 1 ' 11/1979:1 
Shimkus - McGuigan collection 
Lester Merkin 2/1971 :500 - ? 

Hanson - Munde - R.S. Cohen, Jr. 

1793 C—3 

Midwest collection 

T. J. Clairke - Numismatic Gallery 'C. M. Williams' 11/1950:669 - 
Bareford collection 
Showers - ? 

Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - Stack's 'Charles Jay' 10/1967:80, $1 ,800. - ? 
Lester Merkin 6/1 971:528 - ? 

Reliably reported as residing in a collection outside the U.S. 

Steigerwalt - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:260, 
$112.50 - ? 

Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969:1 , $1 ,250. - Stack's 'September sale' 
9/1975:1 , $2,150. - ? 

Eliasberg collection 

Stack's 'Delp' 11/1972:1 , $2,300 -? 

1793 C-4 

Showers - Midwest collection 

Stack's 'Brobston' 1963, $2,500. - Stack's 'E. H. Gardner' 1965:1109 - ? 
Williams - ? This may be the above specimen. 

Stack's 'Charlotte Mint’ 3/1979:1856 - ? 

Superior Galleries 'Bernard Turkus' 6/1981:1 , $25,000. - Jerry Cohen - ? 
Elder's 48th sale 'Woodin' 3/1911:797 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
'Hillyer Ryder’ 6/1954:261 , $170. - Stack's 'Autumn sale' 9/1978:498, 
$6,000. - Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review in 1980 - ? 

Showers - New Netherlands sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:262, $125. - ? 

K. P. Austin - ? 

Stack's 4/1975 - Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - ? 

Stack's 11/1968:447, $2,100. - ? 


One note on the 1793's: Since the 1793 half cent is a one-year type coin, the 
authors suspect that many high-grade specimens of each of the varieties for this 
year are hidden away in type sets unrecognized as varieties. Therefore, it is 
possible (as in the case of the 1793 large cents) that the grade of the lowest ranked 
position can be expected to improve as time goes by. In other words, the authors 
feel that the Condition Census for each of the 1793 varieties will eventually include 
nothing less than AU specimens and possibly nothing less than Mint State examples. 
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Every effort has been made to be as complete and as accurate as possible. 

The authors solicit your comments, criticisms, and assistance. 

The authors sincerely hope that this pioneering effort will be regarded as 
such, i.e. we expect the current listings to be changed greatly in the next few 
months, as new and more complete information is received. Since this is being 
done for every collector's benefit, the authors would be grateful for any and all 
help from any and all sources. We shall act as 'presenters' while the owners of 
superior coins and the contributors to this effort will be the true authors. 

(To be continued) 

************* 

EAC CONVENTION '84 NEWS FLASH 

This is just a brief outline to announce at this time a few features regarding 
next year's show. 

Date: March 30, 31 , and April 1 , 1984 

Flight site: San Francisco International Airport 
Hotel: The Dunfey at San Mateo 

Accommodations: $50. per night, whether 1 or 2 persons in the room. 

Suites are also available. 

Note: Plan to bring your wife or friend as we have>a most capable Director 

of Women's Activities, Joyce Kountz, who will amaze you with the 
variety of tours, lunches, and sites to visit and enjoy. We propose 
to introduce a new facet to EAC conventions which will emphasize 
cherchez la femme and her interests. 

BUSINESS NEWS: Bourse tables for the show are limited. I have 

currently received commitments and deposits for 63 per cent of the 
available space. This equates to but 15 tables which remain still 
available. First consideration for '84 bourse tables was provided 
to EAC members who had tables at the '83 convention. If you want 
a table for the '84 show, please contact me at once: 

Bill Weber 

5001 Cribati Vale 

San Jose, California 95135 

Tel: (408) 238-7717 

We hope that you will be visiting California and EAC '84. 

Bill Weber 
Chairman, EAC '84 
************* 

AN INVITATION FROM BILL PARKS 

EACers are the GREATEST! Since it is impossible (almost) to go anywhere 
in Florida without passing through Orlando, any and all members are urged to 
give me a call at (305) 425-1768. Quite possibly, a short visit can be arranged. 

************* 


- 163 - 





dp / -uo /2*3 


Of. 

(jfe 

zfo 03 //y 


dP&^< yleZZ^ 

( O^Qa^j^ o^x^. JZO&c^s, /? 9 V '//7 9S 

^/ -X. 0 <3~UJ , &/ 

— 'fl-Cf-.( jlA * $ 0£> ^ i > -'TTZp- CZSz/O-e-Z- 0 -* ^->-*- (jJ --£<-fi—■ 

</Zs~U2-^i /& /*7 f*3 d &suji&Lts . 

-&Lsi//)l. sC/ j/ c ^ ^ 0 jZ o~i^ ^ aS/3<~~ 

>€&-&' OunJ/x.dJO* (xZJLe**- 

J)^i-\- /*/ £ “^c x^-f-zjusu' Q^3 (fyJ/ejL^jP. 

^ /Z?^ ^ UJ-O^f -V? • T^U? /7? V Jlu&i 

,Jlcu ' / 3~4'-*™-t- //o&*r g~w •z f ^/0 ^<jlsl- QCl! 

O^ <3y^ M. 4j. ZU£<i^o<Jp &~i£ A^esJ zJouca-j 

^ G^xJOc+f Cry «. f Zc/XM ~*ZL$- _ •£ /7 9 y 7L&/&4 • J2-&cZ@j(ii_sd 

ZLi^f. ^0*^2. CdJ ca^L x£acjUs- *z£a 

<*£. i ^CXS^ji^JULd . festZf (aJjZLz^ lA^ C&S $ ^^ .^rviA^ v f ^ *^U/t 

Me A. . 

(Z> O'C & ) cJl^>M^v^Lr-aJdO-^ OJ Csl/ Q XU2-^eJ/ , /{ o /) J j/T i<.m~e 7 

C-di '3$~& Z/'. 0Cr - '-^<-0<JtJ^' 3^ -</L~ C>-y.O 

6l t/J^fujJ/ /V\aXj^ UJsC£& /3&Z ^la^zZP. */-&-*- /OZc^ z/^<y^J 

'°0> yCufZsrxeZ^ l/J CL-J 4^J2 /t Zt-^L-OjOrC Z&-fl L^y^C0Oc^y / ? S~^ ZtP^CcL^ 

CCki&Zd- IaJ'-^ h-x/i' <3 -^Cc^l-zZs 

— 'ZJLt. s o oc/f Z' 

^SlsV-' ^o<^u 























416 \ ^£1 


7/y** 


TU^U -feA lt^uA 

4a nulls'. ClA ^ 'c^it • 


f. / 


JjdtLvya 


I'^LU. j^M C^vaa /s*> %Pv^vaa a. ScJ^^a/hA** 

*muc£±*v\ aS^6<A^Jl 195% . jlLcA^d'W cjjjAail >£ *' 0v«* 

A^f 6o A-£j0 '/< J aJ2 *£*"1 'ClaXX. \){d&±A f LtoJh***^ 

<x/J&- 1 40 cy\j&Jui$ jut &C> (J^&£> . Yku ^UlT uc£ d—a Sjf 

Tw aJ^t^^v •+> t^A- £F ^0 a^a yAa^x^vv 8 I j 


X Lju>£ Olaa^^a^V F F" 40 


/Xa 5W^ CA^aA. \AJ&£ T^-A C&~U* . 

I j . Ml r iy **-S*T>lmoS”T,ji#rf ’,* /OM 6'J: 


2*. _ 

. ' / . J^t+Ka <» nJM 6/J? c *£' 

u/ajucA u*t<a \Jr Hct^^ c^Luv^ / LXj 2 ( jL raua llAJuibL J fru 
l Ja4(UA^a aaa {p*U$4.~ y ^> a*a " A 0 5^ / -KaII «A-\ 

‘■/Xi^-A 1 a £o <mA a -5"*r u>^/\« . x o-^ 4 ® 

;* * JZ)^ / Lsi~u^ <uJ2 eJU) UL cJ4d 
kk S~S lvJai^ . 

K*j (5 aa^ AAA. C^jt^z / +4AJJ 

/Jil^Ldtl^ dUdbd) . Xa -fXu 4^2^ l^Ua cd 

^ M.Uitk 6i*(*j T 


^A Jhuhkvj 


fAt Xmaa A^c (S JJue ^ u ^ / \ skkkmA. &. &0'+ . 

VxJttJ'A X AVA 


S&- Xj 


ir 


L*»£ 


Aj&2v\ 


'-tri* 




A '^3ibru\ 83 . 

4^Lax» 6A^ 4^<xal >^<jl L<u^€ ai^e^Ultj Lu&jlJI ^ 
(Xaa^z, vjl^lA. aAa^> A~v Mf\J^ *3A:S. Ysm. 

^yr m a ■5® - &$J) U0eA^\ ^ f o~& JUJ? li#A*A^\ 

-f'tjL \jjAAq, '' a jp f C*A CaUUJI^ ut L f^ [ '^vvAdt'. 

7W X ^aaA. 4o siAfy^juu A / wrvv^X^i-^f 

uja/> a£caj 2£^ A-d ^e^wA*^ <H*^y 4^ Hr £ij*Jlk6\ 

<m>Q /AyKr^A^ C©>wi • 


T^-£ ^J^JJ€A^> /l^Atjuaj cJlXj »u!aaa4_ <\ /X CUa^L 


W-tfoM dtUi) /J2. / Old <£oX ■ /^M, 4 aoT -Ag is • 












(X 




f.3 


1*73 «t 7<i ]T Laju*. a. NlF-2.0 

<tuu£Jx^^ ^(0^1 ( t^jLA^U I'Mb , 


TW uyCfe -*«-j> v*1mjl *a ^3 . $^ 

-£v*^ *- i?8 /C4 <X>5 3# duui3 ^ . 

"fl^. ^uJn^ ^lt5 /\4A>M^ {r^JlAc JLai^U&oM 

^ (M^X. 




^ 3fl- ~fW 5^^^^ Ia**^*' - ^ 1*^7 'AASajIAa ^!a-^ ^ 

3X* , *^Ue a^J? AL^UJaXT . 


t« 
jX 


■>k** * 


m? TW S^A^u>A<^ Cd^AA AA -P-6^ fk^Suj 

CU^ Mdi^A OaaXLu^Vn A /^U-6 ky S^iliM A*a l^l~7 . 

YW «Aa£> A^i) .AAA. £ I Ju$ VAA^T ~f^4. 

/p o C£aaA Jxj&jLJI . _XXuj?U> 

4^-v at -ftfl. m3 A-AJ/V. 

X '/ta. ^0 cXa ^-A*A aJl£jEc&^ 'h 

Ca^aa. ^ 

'fLe^ AajC. a t$t . JF L*JLit<0 aJb&irL 'thsJLQ <£t 

'fL* <y^ G+An&Mt fidbi / OJoJH C+ao\£u 0uuu$ 

C6^XlIIJU^Q 'fh G^JV'XZf C&^K / 

W\ (K. 'fbvcrttk v-uAiCt £?aH. - jl&sL a^JUX*a+4a* / <U*Q 
u^aJoa^ ^ty^LA^ A, ndy. [ 

2* bjUboU ^L CJkJiXcAAA£U\ W^llT JL&JL Ax\ 

ajuXZ*^ ^j £3(J) 

"fW- (S^uiAiij 5^0^ CAaa/\ 33 ~h^Jb^ AmJILOJ id^TVoL 
>(C>v6 <*Ad, 6ut" a£A Oaa^_ 'OoAm i#(i\ dAW ^ keJbU. 

x JL^ *>, a~Q. fcifck cJjU ^ 5S, »* idl T- r 

h- 1U CiXa y®M. Uaofi- }jJCth *4 €F MI^Aj-4^" 

aW^>- > X-- Cy ^ r ^ /V 

^ \\JL A-aJL 

ui^r-r p&r*r -\V^ £a>©8X^a ^5 / ^u>e^ 


IlT vMxct^jQ -Id 3P-M p^A&LyW |.A .<2-5*. 

/'dito G- 






f.3 




__ aj* u &j -Wo H ajuA ' & 

t^Uri/Lj kvcXaed 1 a^ c&ju^Q^ i^Ucta . 

^ T\*£. TUu) /U ^ f / ± * Z '^y 


V* 


tff 5 ° QxZX 37 unfli ^A*iU Xn 'ft*. CA^\ <2jo4a* u^) / 


1^-5 '"fV* ^KaJV^oG^ (A>vAX“ u |) c*Ma \mJuaA CK 


io, 


O'K 


<n*e~ 

(oO UtrU^C^ 


&J i^J\t£ ^>Afrt(J^v\ A»il */u/t) ^l^y\ 


Si) X Lau>£ 4 uK> L&AjJI& 4 'l-hf JLuJkdl 

CU&ch He *■&*■> 'f^ o\^jJlIO ©aa X ■U^CloQ. -£*A 

0^6*+\ LyjLM A ^ ^ £i&uA)Qg ^OMxAaM^ cJLib a 

_ ___ 4j- • __ /» / I * 


"tTvajp ajjCZtX&~\ *X57 A*a 35” * It L*xj~e e^> a. 

OF 35 , £**2" X bJLo,o4 73Xaa 'A>^ 7£ cxr*-* faajttla-i T^uma. 

'tC^~ * c^uA-A-e / chu^A clJJI a* vuvjcjzaJa lx-u3^ 

v/o f{^ (y^tAe . 


OXjlo X Uao* v f^i Xa f/f <»n \Ip3-0 

I uJlTU^A. a>uXLt^v\ F&s ,r Joi . 


nii 


^WuAil Vaa^JT&ia -lo ^ /791 

^ Sax^£AA^\ Jludt^ O c XjLAAA. €F *{5 -*** k»ZL+**\ %3 

Kcax * 5S . So U^J} ^ JWu^ u>nJa-^p^ 


1) 


5*’ 


£- 4 . l ' 4-C^ ^tuiA^L aJA^ x £5~ 

^5U*T Xfc CAA ?r.4. 


u/W r M 




X 


1 X 


3> X 1'4U>j€ Cl*>X£jL>A d-w£_ uyLud\ la 60 -+ / /X tL&Atjjju&i* 
4o 'fW dw. - X u*^iXtX (j~*jHh 

^eAA dA AX> ouop - tu xjfJ ^aM^T xt ^ t^OtA 
g^a 4^fc^AAC^v . 

I'Ur^e. 4^tui^_ lA vj A0a*£ NTfliiA^, . 

Am- ^VOaaaj eZuhji^ '{v S3 <a ^ 

0veXt~ 4o S1 »Ma 1 HaaCjLvva la. . 

J| ^ 4\xMJ^aI dJ^Xt -A . ® * 


M 







. .&/ XddieX' 

(j^X^XXXfiuASt' „ A/CdaA tX XlRy-A £ii <Xf C *~-' 

cof .jU^sjuP- M /?cnx oud x/ci~/z 

AlJ^i&eudAj _ I'i/.-JUi^ ..AJxJP d&L. GyyuZakxtXy 

A/yO& !-. .. tj ^Xmmx AMJ2ju,-J dsx Qaif-y *f /T<?Y 

QlxAiX^. Z&S\(£$Y /<3l xd CXyd xJLos-X^!. 

om l OL. X/auJ dc. of (X.JUfl xft XJXd C jc^ . 

X # P-Qri dc^j ^/ _ ^z£q._ 'Zrud~ X^~ SL /’ aZZy. ^ vt-' 

W,,^ rwrvrr, (j^Gr-Zly jJW...,_ __ _____ 

Z Jhx zJlOss^ &P '^ZxM Q Cr^dJlt<~ Gj2aJL^jm ■ lidded X/ *{ JZr^j 

„ A/0Co 

..&k£±*M± v ,/9V. 0 JSZ*&>../Ct CHd tf^^sded. 

iXAZ£, ...<^2f._ /j[„T3 /ZbdX 'C-f-rZd'f^ S aj -c f / / lu2i^_£u J X 

Y±... ^ ? ..A* d . xj jL Xy^-^u/ - /j-U^ . //«f 

.Qrd J^rJL _. .ducts jZ&Clu^ (Rydd-f-^ ZJ XJ-AZ XX\£i 

;fx^d JJLtJA- (Jr-ZCy/< e.*-j A^d~^ ~ /^ zXo 'l^d /'A/ £ 
ArJ. 13. t± eudtdd* . QcuwtdZX#. O^aZ. (PU&HgJ. 

(\ dvy-cZ t 0 <XZ6ZusrtAy 3/ -z/etd' X^£xxA x, £X. " TX-Cc’jly^ ' 

ZCi SL'eJK&ts XJLrct-cy &~=*Y Or*' ° » 

pJZrtiU^ yi/oJ&y 

cr»— (Z C . A.X-^LO 3s 

Q^a- (py,{&^J tJ r 3 

^ X / , &/-^^CJUJI. / lf~Qs\sJb< d^JXUyO 1 


rxJ‘ die# 


AZk cJL&^'.%£. - JUdZc'-i.ccdL ..&.- AJjX-AL ^u/ s&bruJLt~ 

/> ■ ../lijU-tf--' 


XX^cf dX- JZljUCL*. UJyiAfl't /A 


^/ iA^.u.L 


/C /ZL~q X- a > l-6 -> 

fiAdOd t/r. tv 


yzJLf- -sM.af. 

y£yy- s<A(j}- SXX OJ.5X&&c.^ 

AfX^dXd<^ X^- ^ UXX ^zdEZrCy • 

_ XU2J2y^ yXXdll / JXyA d/ 


i/Jb 



































t. 0 <- c .c' - / 4ja*J t'J~((Y' 

J ^/P' _ sty /4-&-7A.02 <2^&6MMJ2, tf / A-aS OljrU2. A/&L iti. 4 (< xk. A’ 

Afr .-Cp* .4-4 &JUJ-P 0 Yi Pjfeot-U L. (fr Ol ^ It i ^ XL 

xu/hx. A> A£l . 

- Zs£ AAPP & Xe> AL&vuJ) <^aou/ /4 c j frAtkriJfr XL-JLj2q £9 

A/PAP zJl&L 4j2-\LeP c f 'jpU. £<-■ * pP' 1 ' L ~f~ X'- t (P etl-iLt c. A'J C 

(j? ftt w ILj^pAf . dp . J2a^C 4 ft*, Cr ^JJ oA CCJ . rf-pid /jPtc. 4 PctcdAr 

AxMj^.JLJp4 A< &oi „ 


^uJ Lf /£, f ? fJ3 
Sjz^ju-^ /£, f 

/\A > CrX.<-& / 5 £ 

J CkswL*^*] a , y?hi 

/A> nry 


/ ~79<J /V - H-frL. 
?3 ~ /7?<f- - 9 

ns > LUS 1 

/ 7 9<2 - /7 9 7 
-" /fro — / fro 3 


d(J*> (fr tsAj\Jtfrc-&-+- Oet'-L CL- 'olt<L4^cu^aA > AjfrtlL xA-G- 


% t c J 

M 


M^-J±tPL. 

)f, /in 


/ fro v 
- / fro $ 


/ frofr 


Jrefjj t±._ /fiFy .- / 8 -0 1 - /*"" 

/lAiLu^e (4 , /? fr 9 / £ 2- 7 — / fro / 

7yA /uAuAA+ bJA£4 /PjrusJ^Jjy ./ L c afr &r<jj7 oc^p 


frxfruA ,? Ab-ti/s Oj-ui frL&ft- APc. iuat, 

s& yW± pccCy.fr--— .^.. yl'<c.<-- 

Jl&0s±*~!L.. <30 _ & <Xi, u£c*Jk> A^ /4 -Q. CXj-±£ tVy 

_ Opfrl U J~LsoAx*/ C/j. pJ-JkX jf^pL4>XkJ^- c '^-> P CL - / '/ j? V ^ o 


/t/ A A -tw *z$.o, cxj\7Z fr/* -Ac Afr. /^£c /LfrufrtcA 

. £1 (3JJ*Uj--J . 9 V ^ /<^ ^ cbJA j ALaA/tnsJ //t^rJ/'C^ /O 

2 ■ -t.x ■. f~~ - ^g CL-Cl - __ 


Ool / 7 °! V sCAjis-tL, JU?QC^ / ALz. y-x . /y' ' 

t\J^PccL- ^<*£<3 rrPa-tA 7C2 'fipSL. A//jP b / $_&" yfrtSlfra. (lr'c£ tfp)S- O^Jl < V- 

Lsj JIa&A. jPt<i£oiP /'M 7 - Is o Caj j(h&(L> tfl JUJ 

fob SOM t: (j v^-^crioxai^ . ifrCrL>^-Qc^ii-^C' ~C.jP 7 yc*- i(JJUyL 

JjAT. PA^fr?. C'O^tfcuJr- o~tQ Pfr uj-AAJ? (l/jctst^ 

4 *r .6 (t5^c. <a d JPyju,^ A 3 to 4 f~ , 

.^frLaJi^r . flx^frl A^fr; yPP(P ^- g- ePysLcy aj) AJfrjteasa. 






































(? uJtl (Iju J Zo*' Jlditj u . f 

_ cy-^fijLr* ~^'%GL- /ti A/of- Jh JtzJ? <3Lj A&SLjO* 

/t / 1 / / f d~&~ ^Leii- // X_ , P'o t , c.<j y -cf~ /a J 

/1j2-^>-V -Aj2oly 0^ yLgjL$ -&+ /&> yi#-. ^ C‘ $Jh?/ Oc$ Qr\J^> 2- °L^ 
t^^iLortSu _ AA _ .^■^ r ZA La^ / Z »— _ / ^*}-jrt L. _<^uo 

L /c2> ^ Jh?jUs^ luJtsiO Gu 0^ 0 o /Jcy$~ 


OU^ JcjGifV^ & 3 ^ ^ OL^JL^y^buiy sGP /t\ c £ 

^-.9^: *L JdHt^ 'Qy&P <& MS- LS\ z/x£i^ Jr. cjts 


- jy&ujdfc} .yy:.. /^Lsr- .. .y yy2o-jy(- ^ ^0 ^A-yy 

- -a JL& . ^cydh u — l£. s^y oLsifjbjy^ az 

/^U&dUu _ McL^Sh&A... ULOzue. UulqJ? y^f~ AA^f- yA Cj 

. '/UljL ^JLq t ^£o^=Ltf2^^r' <s^> ^zf?* -j r _ 

AU - JLS^^^lJ^ -Q^- ^/g ^X Jyfcc* n, «/* A< c f 

—^ < '*~ — _ (/^y~«lJ7 &0Lj~i-4J*y 


JLd&U'y . y ffczAA-t-ifo -yea?- ^ (2 <*ZkA^, y 2^x2. 

&dls~- dtJ)Jh£ ya~i ^ 5 ^ ^ ^ A-6 aJLa t cu_ 

- yyvzs y*!^ — ialcla. AL&JI&. &-.-y a-j# 

ALL dJL #y k-jxy£-&J_ 1 g^ vk. 

. ^ S^f LO^u^b- sMo -y . 

^ ^ —4v ■ q y.tL^^si.c Q ^ /^"' ; 2 ". £>-<-/ 6t/ /^ 



— qJI^b-hP~ /T -^. , 


- -2C^b^- J\4 0^ J2y&rc&0 0OC M_%JLjJL (XJ?(vMP 

, ft< (Jl ia ; Ov HZcA^ m../ gf a.s, 

— ^P„, ^f,n^ . «£. 

- J3flo.fl£^sL ^ ■? tuHjZJZ&Z -4 















































..a 




—^JSr\ _ -<^±.. teJiM. A*£„^g 

^-cc.- iL^ Ca J L* —<c iL$ -C^ ^ L ££ 3 .jgxAL±(jx> - - $o^~r^ ^^-<> 13 - ,/ a d. 

M±l . 12 J),£ *V '* _ Qo^iiltZ^ utAL.fu ,i 6 n ^ 

(Uercr^ - 

A(&uJ£c ~ G>Jkyi*-*-* 4 -q oahsjuuj*. $<&+- ^Q-nxofey > 

. HA&LJ^llklU- dLfi. QJt^Ju ^ O^c^Zlo- g '3 /A^t~ 

lA&JAQteeP 'll CQjJ-tj &j* 1 -ILq Cr* ^Qj 3 /^-dcM^e d£OuJ £W/ 

*3 

£jr£nk^.-!?_JZ.-J{j>. - cl -JLttd d£-C^LAj ct { y^i t0 vu C&S'T _ Qo t- Ol^C 7&@ 

frur^r. —^eyxc— ALlS a.. /3 SW^a^O sz __£.^T / o^t, cujtA 

A lfr bnXMlAfcL t/JLa ^ JU^^ulzl <•£ 

'Zfimt. /Uo-oj— arUM-.<-pJl Q cjjU j- • dtccy d2v^^ct£i~ ^ci-asj 

^■~f' ■ dtexzjxUL .x*** JfUl^zj^cP. ^ At k/ty-xJLQfO J!/n * 

A<^<C$±*k. — <^ yC&a, l/tL' frji& Z 3 & ^rCr^ luJL?<ju 

lj^ &auu ^2 Ji^Mu QbyjiJt' 


3 $^ . Coxj/ fyjL, Jlultjij? On £(- 9-0 04 -%L US _j 2 y<j^rC' J 3 J?~~ 

. £n~JL<?tj>.cP. .a-v c™~<yu 4 Q& {)l ^ 3cD .- 

! t-cr^.0 , OjXU Jlny-a-^L^ mJt @J2 <x..£a- &-£^u3^ 0^.1 

Mj±-5*2x^— Q.cx>*' <*Q J7Q f 3tLv~ pJht_^ JLet 

- (JCofrxJltSL^' “Isl- /ZLc^fl ^LtUCi^s/) / if sC$3 <C/ y^r ur 3$\Sb 

Q<M^r M&t < d* /YL&J 1 . 

- l£JM~ - . JlatLu - 3 - UjqJ tit If f ^<ta<UT}Xy 3 ~& 

■ n ?3 ,+J, . r( y^^ .4/.5t... fjr 4^ 

(?o ./^ 


fJ l^V- / / S) C/ 

tLdl^ l/d^ . kXa z/J^l_ 








& .S CfM ./.gua g ^J 2 A^LU^ 

^ o£- JasiJUM lute* , ^.A/ ^aa., 

^ X£*rn^ A /nt n . 

- 4 d>a+y. lujlM J?o(lp ._ 

&&U ficJlA. vA (iLtrujn^^ eg^ vjoj^v . /7_£2 (M-fUlO. ^ 
b° ~f“ » ^u<r/C ^'^.i^jrcj gfaJP /Veofi- a<L^ tJ&u Lst' /C/q JCsl 

cf 4 /e>. zjj 2 ^ , (j^aJL^u Jlxp^lh 

yc£utj. scJLA: a^slr . ^ &££___ ^JU J>i A$S<. <3 

/VJucL ^hJ,-u 














































































































WARREN A. LAPP, M.D.. F.A.C.S. 
6 505 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27609 


7 ™ 

A* 

^ ' O ^iwv <*-A ^ g^-s 




^1 




ffU +iw-« > . C-ir~JJU-l fl-v~*\ 

tijd^ <l ■~'-«&'*- h 

l~-L r_^L td-< "'” 0 • 

^ c^p^3r* c/- ^ ' VV><L * 

<£ 4 v^ $<r~ ^ ^ ^ -“ V 3/ 

(W^ V~) - ^ s ^ —r 

-rL. ^ <~ w. 




WARREN A. LAPP. M.D.. F.A.C.S. 

6505 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27609 

(919) 872-5570 







%At& Qau 


(fsfoR* 

t'B- 


///S7A93 


n . 7 * 6 . tH 0 ** PC, ~~ -r 

& ?** t9^T 


^J)/L*XrX^ > 

Ct*A /\Sajtil- /ZZ sch cZ 

/'Xrv-^ yC* /££c*^£. g cf CLr *-' ^eyx^/ t^&^s 

(o.J2*~* t *n-' ,0^0 BC' AA-GzX^y . A^-^tt~&u~ g r* A ^xZnJi^P 

. /Ojzjojiy Zt/ie^, 

^o-ri* s€& /V) i JL4~J ^tZALaJp 

OJAPP A^J2^j^ (tjU«~y <U)xZf> ^ X&l ////& /P3 Xd^e^JL 

sC<j* A* 'C$jz Q(y i *dU% v *' (2 .^G^±-c^o- {yf sCv Xr'-y 

sC* J .g--^ -^-co /\S2simo*, tA^/tta&lcP fC\^ (X 

t&u Xc*Jfc~r <*&£>' /79¥ *? (G.,cce«r /} yds JZdUZ^ 

<3 r »1 *(&&P ctu-n-' P^pJ14JLsrJ2~^ fa fojl^vvtT) Act-£CQ 

/[/ata, &^£y dcyu^ (Xn-6 ^6 l^JEq/7 

>£*£* a/^ /W ^ ^ / 71 $ */(aM+* i} 

IaJ Cju& S a & OS\JZjas 4*@ c *^ ' / ^ < i £ zA Q Ou^-P ^uzjP*-*r*- , 

DjZt^ctf^ At «f -Aw-j f uJB C^fLo<_2- /£Z J\JlQ* 2 Qn^. ^__^rvu«_e_ 

(? jTL^y? ^~ur^ If*<*nPy . HJL a^P 

(PjlJLjL&jZy '€%& QlsZSa^aPjl. ^G—o ^Ptr^ ^ <2P‘~dL~P' Cx - 

Q/~&CM*'t*~ Or^SLft^ <*P' C S&Z 

'c£f yC^UjU^- **£ f. «A. 

ojt t CO jzJLP CXrUL- ^cPjx- 0-n^eXd 

JLqaUj &_ 60 ^r\>Jtc^v^ - ^-c^aJp' *t£& /Xxy**-<JL- 

^£A*A- >-^-tAT^ . 

/? 



(h&n / / 

/Z *Ob & Ofa* /JJ&ct/ 'Y^r 3 C^yru^ rfp. 
[jj! /2eSL< jL<$ or\ /^r?-ee^ri 

f'&zzh^&20^) *4&o, /Ifr* (fZ&th O^eShd 

^X>-Z<^cA jhp CJJ~T?i&7 0- o/^rv**^. - (O OL$h0-<jJ 

/^J) /(nd^c^ /^ <?0 CMrB ',7 

£>*drj^\ 'Z<&€i^<n.ChZj^t 


( a ) ^S7) 


/ 79<S C'<? t 6-~! 

C. S. S&'x<?<7T r/^/^ 7 9^/ (S? ■W 

On. c./) #tff>4)bo ^<p*7 3/Sy</ft u>7 %3/ (d y/ 
&4te fad 
(795 C-(,6r-l 

s/9 £ //. ctjA/p/v^/v 7d/n f //s 

3 -eh *> &■ /Hf((s ‘j/xf/e'-f U 7/^7 (S) ft) 

4^1 ffloojef 7////0 ^d7 2S7 (? </5" 

£S,&e*r*T 5/'*?/« l*T 9(g O «S~ 

0^//W5 t/fry/sd U>T (,zi. (© /2J“ 

/ £2. Y^en^y oJ daw&tfOT /TfS' c -f 

ft* C/ 0 ^ /T£> /<3^/ 

^ cddtscJ? fldi /Ws/sP 

(£*-{& (JU?J2 cQe^J^ 



MESSAGE 


- SUBJECT N&JQf 


ROGER S. COHEN, JR., P. A. 
Certified Public Accountants 


4701 SANGAMORE ROAD 
BETHESDA, /MARYLAND 20816 
Phone: (301) 229-7700 


DATE FOLD 


XLo^P stJ^XY (do-^oXB? 6J nXBZy 


4*- /iA&JU XX . Zx(PX OUxZX c^y^r 

/(ruf- tffarlA^ A sZJL* f a-cdfr d^^^oi^Xe- XX 

^Xl UinJL,. gfa / r9S A /_jg^ 

(jjou XLQ^aJ XX <fjcr^ /cfi^L&y' 

(?X{LP^XX~ P cXLqXL^- ^4^ (* CO c PJX+XiQP^ X /P Pcy* 
sfjzjhuuz. ) dJbn^P'^*- 3o f^fO -AA— , 

puXtf /t*3 uULt^ - /79 V /** - 7X- 

SutfUt tf**- /9 *3 - /99V ~~ ? 

//crv-e. /£-**- /9BZ IxXXsl. ~ >~7 9S 

\f Osw I £ / f X^d^JU^L^ /~? 9&> y / 7 ~7 


SIGNED 






/53 

3 7 


■jQ&jfL s-^ J. lAslAs 

z/ZJu^ 


Jj2£a^. /J^SleilLsP^ /fc (XJ fuP£fi~ 


\ a ^ ^ UjlSL ^ JjLJ' £$ y^rx^^,/ 2 - 

\ ClJP<r~Z ^Q /£ ^^JX' f ~7 ^ 3 

| f (aaM-^-ZoJ^ , pJ%L^_x- /H ^ <%_ Jj oJ&u ($_j • 


j SFlJL^jzjujufl O— ^JZZjULfi' /^7cxrx_fl_ JLa~JL& 

3\JUf^cP /&> z&ji Jh^Jto z/cju^ uy&sxJLxf u^' 

P &UMJX yi&^SuJLsx^ gyi^JbLj CLrcJL M <% JT^sJjUyd 

Ou^ /Xx> <3 { { c/^ pp rrtxJ sfJjtJ &-yrj rr* * . 

\^Y Gi ~^ /^JltD^uy /Jc±tPk> /cZ~ Cruo gf! ca^j^j scf^ad^ 

J \^£>-XU sto (r oJ&Z. J D c*aJ~ UVcxSlSt-y (X^tr*p sC/<JL 

@siA*nx&f sdL> JLl#~ UjLuJk. c/ sUvJL ap JL u_ZA , , J b* 

. K cu Zilu^a. fou-f U1JU& &ct\aJ5^jl /L GJP^ju^jl. 

Zp' /Zv^L Mca-t-0 (pc^t$ z f ^J2^u<s~ uJj2 'suu fnJifl-p 

A] uscZL jlp- M&Lt J&usje j^ 

AIoAq GU g- cs^ JLqjZt. 

C:j(m Mj2^Ca- Q'cJdLH c&PLc^jP- <3Zl*JZ^ &3 

(jij /Ca /Zt~$~cy * _ 


M 


As'j3 . OLAv*- C\J C5l-TZ^lX| CP^J J ~7 *? C? 
/QJ2,\^JLty ^ cx^ t*-J-£-Qj0u~~ 


<2x^Z <U3 a1Z ^Pjl. 


p 












B v\ <A ^5 e-A. 

c t> rvcjct*SoT.s 


■s x~e 

*xW 


?iCv\ V. -a ^ 4 , ^TVt^r, ^ / 

\~1°» A Vs 1 . 


IS > ^ VV^Q, . 


THE TOP TEN - Part 3 
Roger S. Cohen, Jr. and Ron Guth 

We're back again this issue of PENNY-WISE with the remainder of the 1794 
half cent issues and the first three varieties of the 1795's. My (RG) apologies 
for missing the last issue - between closing my business in Evansville, Indiana 
and moving to a new position in Lexington, Kentucky, I simply was unable to 
meet the deadline. We almost didn't make this one; and had we not, there would 
have been no excuse. (However, I would have been in real big trouble.) We'll 
keep this timely from now on. 

Jack Collins was kind enough to offer to us, for inclusion in this segment, 
the Condition Census information from Walter Breen’s upcoming work on U.S. 
Half Cents . That information will serve to make this series virtually complete 
and we gratefully acknowledge Jack's offer. However, my promise, in return 
for the information, was not to include any previously unknown material in our 
effort until Breen's book had gone to print. In the absence of Jack's written 
acknowledgement of his having gone to press, we are forced to proceed without 
it. Hopefully, by the next issue, we can take care of the paperwork and offer you 
the most complete and accurate Condition Census information available today. 

Remember, this is an attempt to list the top ten condition specimens (where 
they exist!) of each half cent variety. The list is based on first-hand knowledge, 
auction records, reliable sources, and actual sightings and is considered as 
accurate as possible. It is meant to be a flexible guide to aid collectors, and 
one that can be changed as new, high condition specimens appear. As much as 
we’d like it to be, IT IS NOT THE FINAL WORD! 

Special thanks this issue go to our contributing editors Del Bland and Jim 
McGuigan. Their special efforts and knowledge are invaluable. Thanks, also, 
to the many collectors who have contributed bits and pieces to this effort - all 
of it helps! 


1794 C-5a tVvS te a ^ 

^CjCSs'yn tVt CTJ cb\<o' rv v< *>3 

____n < ? 

AU55+ From Europe -( ^Lester Merki n^3/1 968:J36 ]- Richard Picker - Allen 
'Sk Harriman (publisher of the ’Grey Sheet’) - Superior Galleries ’Auction 
’83 7/1983:1514, $39,600. - Texas collector!. Described as MS63 and 
’finest known’ in the 1983 sale (the Vafeter description being the more 
accurate)? \ \ naV cccVoR C-*\. c\A\et < 

AU50 Geiss-Mehl 2/1947:272 - various dealer intermediaries between 
1972-1980 - Ohio collector. 

EF? Stack's 'Charles Jay' 10/1967:81 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF35 Bowers & Ruddy Fixed Price List (1975) as 'AU, light brown' - present 


whereabouts unknown. 

VF35 G. L. Tilden - Elder sale 6/1921: 2229 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:265, $110. - Philip Showers collection, various 


intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

VF30 Jack Beymer - California collector. ^ 

VF25 Williams 11/1950:680 - New Jersey collector. CSc-WvwA a\Vc< ) 

VF25 James Kelly ’Danner’ 4/1959:1355 - California collector. c 

VF25 Stack's store stock - Maryland collector .kCcsVc-*-') 

VF25v e3 ' n f^73 coin show cherry - New Jersey collector. (Vl-a^YNvsNrv ~ Ve-*: 

VFZST (.OcW-z.^ wife) lot is* - CHctV ctAV*. 

k^.NN 'll \3T ~ ft. ievU * W Vk - r 

(FA*®. c.fc,\\cA.VeJ ^ 


\}fzr 








1794 C-5b 


VF30 Bowens & Ruddy Rare Coin Review #24 (Autumn, 1975) as 'superb, about 
unc.' at $1 ,495. - W.K. Raymond - California collector. 

VG10 A recent discover, sent to Ron Guth by ANACS to be authenticated and 
attributed. Detail of Fine, but with obverse and reverse damage. 

Present whereabouts unknown. 


1794 C-6a 


FI 5 Williams 11/1950:678 - Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

FI 2 Paramount 5/1970:1269, EF or so, but damaged and burnished. 

FI 2 Stack's 6/1 970: 802 - Maryland collector. 

FI 2 Alvord 6/1924: 28, $7.75 - Hugh Campbell - California collector. 
VG10 New Jersey collector. 

VG1 0 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1037, $42.50 - Philip Showers- 
various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 


V&'fe V©T© D. Frederick - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - Midwest collector - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - 
Richard Shimkus - Chicago collector. 

VG1 0 James Kelly 9/1959:1354 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG 8- Denis Loring - Ron Guth - Illinois collector. 

VG8 Stack's 'Robison' 2/1982:304, $1,050. - Connecticut collector. 

Sharpness of VF-EF, but pitted on the obverse. 

VGsl ctYe-«-\-*vAs , Let-, V«.t ay cc.\\tcWc - f • ^"h 

In addition to the above ten specimens, there are quite a few which might be 
worthy of inclusion. For example, Jim McGuigan currently owns the New 
Netherlands 57th sale specimen. To a 'detail' man, it misses the Census, but 
to the 'purist', it might be a more desirable coin than, say, the 'Robison' 


. \ 




example. We try to present a balanced view.' 


? ? 


1794 C-6b 


FI 2 Lahrman-Kosoff 2/1963: 50 as 'Gilbert 7' - W. C. Blaisdell - Del 
Bland -W.K. Raymond - California collector. 


1794 C—7 

MS65 From Europe - Numismatics, Ltd. - Midwest collector. 

MS60 British museum. 

EF45 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector - 
California collector. 

EF40 Stack's 'Rawls' 6/1970:1086, $575. - Maryland collector. 

VF35 From Ireland - Spink & Son 9/1 982: 245 - Virginia collector - 
Pennsylvania collector. 

VF30 Parson - H. Chapman 6/1 914:1 939 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 
11/1945:1 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Harmer Rooke sale - Shimkus - Private collector. Re-colored. 

VF20 Stack's store stock around October, 1980 - present whereabouts unknown. 
FI 'oy&Sy Illinois collector. 

FI 5 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - 
R. S. Cohen, Jr. - Jim McGuigan - Virginia collector. 

1794 C—8 

EF40 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 
EF40 Kagin's 4/1963:1350 - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-? Stack’s Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Marvin Kantner - Stack's 
11/1968:450, $1,250. - private collector. 
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VF30 Reliably reported twice in 1974 - present whereabouts unknown. 
^Fas^l 5 Jack Beymer - John Bergman - California collector. 


VF20 

VF20 


^ F12 

( FI 2 

VF \~i 


MS 63 
MS 60 
MS60 
MS60 

MS60 

AU55 

AU50 


EF45 

EF45 


MS65 


MS65 

MS65 

MS60 

AU55 


H. Gibbs - New Jersey collector. 

Alvord 6/1 924:1 7 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 11 /I 945: 2 - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman • 
Pennsylvania collector. 

Myles Gerson -(Pennsylvania collector^ C«oW>rv 

Georgia collector. 

f.. 

1794 C—9 


NASCA 7/1980:1067 - Steve Ivy Rare Coins - New York collector/dealer. 

Stack's 'Alto' 12/1970:514, $2,300. - present whereabouts unknown. 

ANA Sale 1973: 1676 (where mis-attributed as C-8) - Midwest collector. 

Elder 1923 - NE Pennsylvania collector - SE Pennsylvania collector - 
John Forman - Pennsylvania collector. 

Alvord 6/1924:13 - present whereabouts unknown. 

Dr. J. Hewitt Judd - Lester Merkin 3/1968:94 - Richard Picker - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

Steinmetz Rare Coins - Amwest Numismatic Auctions 11/1 981: 91 as 
'MS60' - investor -^recently offered by Steve Ivy Rare Coins (now 
Heritage Rare Coin Galleries - present whereabouts unknown} , 

Stack’s 'R.T. Davis' 2/1968:2, $1 ,450. - 'R. B.' - Stack’s 12/1969: 

337, $800. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Joseph H. Spray - Stack’s 4/1978: 24, $775. - Gene Braig - Jim 
McGuigan - California collector. 

1795 C—1 

S. H. & H. Chapman 'Mills’ 4/1904:1407 - H. Chapman - Robert Garrett 
- John Work Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy ’Garrett’ Part I 11/1 979: 3 - 
Stan Kesselman - private collector. 

Williams: 682 - Delaware collector. 

Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

Elder ’Mougey': 289 - H. Chapman - Bement:4l6 - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

Rarcoa 8/1973 - Midwest collector - Julian Leidman - Rarcoa 'Auction 
’81' 7/1981:31, $11 ,500. - pre sen t wher e abouts u nknown. "*) 


Beyond the above coins, there are at least ten different specimens at the 
AU level and legions of EF’s. To differentiate between them is meaningless; the 
1795 C-1 is not a condition rarity until it hits the Mint State level. 


1795 C-2a 


MS60 

MS-? 

AU50 


Midwest collector. 

Alvord 6/1924:44, $62. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Cieneay: 1941 - Mills: 1 408 - David S. Wilson: 990 - Stack’s Fixed 
Price List ’Brobston’ 1963 - New York collector. 

Lester Merkin 3/1 968: 593 -^esept where^bout s unknown. 

Quality Sales 11/1 972: 1 2 ^/lony Ter ran ova -^ Midwest colleg to^.- S’iatV 
From England - Empire Coin Co. - Alan Weinberg - Del Bland - Dave 
Stagg III - Jack Beymer - private collection. 

Stack's ’Anderson-Dupont’ 11/1954:1044, $75. - W. C. Blaisdell - 
Del Bland - W. K. Raymond - Jim Mackie - 1978 ANA Sale: 90 - Leidman - 
present whereabouts unknown. 
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AU50 

AU50 

EF45 

EF40 


JesKxr ? iWW* ^3 









EF40 Alvord 6/1924:45, $16. - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 S. D. & H. Chapman 3/1883:361 - Stack's 'Garrett' 3/1976:4, $1^50. 

- Essex Numismatic Properties - present whereabouts unknown. ? 
VF30 Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Flillyer Ryder' 6/1954: 
269, $42.50 - present whereabouts unknown. 

1795 C-2b 

AU50 Alvord 6/1924: 55, $80. - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 
6/1954:270, $650. - present whereabouts unknown. ^ e ^ ce 

(^F25^ ? _ California collector. Sharpness of AU, but mutilate d, tW 

FI 5 Commodore W. C. Eaton - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1045, 
$170. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:821 , $1 ,000. - 
Maryland collector. 

FI 2 B. Max Mehl 'Neil' 1947:2205 - Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 

1 963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 California collector. Double struck. 

F-? Tom Warfield collection (circa 1955) - present whereabouts unknown. 

F-? Tom Warfield (another specimen from the same period) - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VG10 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 
VG7 F. S. Guggenheimer - Stack's 1 /I 953:1 5 - New Jersey collector. 

VG7 Connecticut collector. 


The entire population of this variety is only 16 known specimens! 

1 795 C-3 

VF35 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1046, $500. - Dorothy Nelson - 
Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:820, $2,000. - California collector. 

EF40 Midwest collector. 

EF-? S. G. West (circa 1965) - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Philip Showers collection - 
Midwest collector. 

VF20 Louis Helfenstein - Lester Merkin 3/1968:1 02 - Jon Hanson - Midwest 
collecLot^^California collector. 

Midwest'collector-(palifornia collector. 7 ) - 

Stack's store stock 8/1964 - S. G. West - present whereabouts unknown 
Ralph Pfau 5/1979 ^present whereabouts unknown. 


F20 
'F—? 
FI-5 \ T- 
F12 
FI 2 


Private collector. 
Maryland collector. 




NEXT ISSUE: The rest of the 1 795's and both 1796's! 

************* 



Selling and Buying: Colonials, Half Cents, Large Cents and Literature 
pertaining to Early American Coppers. 

Especially need: Connecticut Coppers - Very Fine or better. 

N.J. Coppers - Choice Fine or better. 

Vermont Coppers - nice Fine or better. 

Fugio Cents by variety - Choice Fine or better. 

Send for free monthly list. 

HARRY J. RESCIGNO AMERICAN ROSE RARE COINS 

P.O. 215, Newfoundland, N.J. 07435 
************* 
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LISTING OF HALF-CENTS: 


1. 1793 C-1, VF 

2. 1793, C-3, VF/XF 


3. 

y 

1794, C-1 a, 
i794T~C r 2b7 

VF 

Good/ 7 

4 5. 

1794, C-4a, 

AU 

16/ 

1794, C-5a, 

VF/XF> 

Cl~ 

Tm, C-6a, 

vg'^5^ 

8. 

1794, C-9, 

Unc., porous 

9. 

1795, C-1, 

AU 

> vio, 

, 1795, C-2b 

, VG ) 

Hi. 

. 1 795, c-'XT 

A 5 '* 

12. 

. 1795, C-5b 

VF, scratched 

(jT. 

, imjji 

XF "l 

1 4 ■ 

, 1795* C-6b 

, Goody^ 

* TT. 

, 1796, C-1, 

VG 


( 40_. 1 805, C-3, Fine^ , 

41. 1805, C-4, Unc. 

, 42. 1806, C-1, Unc. 

1 806, C-2,-4HL..' 

0 44. 1806, c-4, Ch. Unc. 

~Un cT ’ / 


C21 , 

X 46". 1 808, C-1, Fair 

/47.' 1 808"r~CS~2~7 

48. 1808, C-3, Unc, 


X' c> o a s 

spotty*- |S( 


1 796, C-2, XF ") 

17. 1797, C-1, XF 

18. 1797, C-2, VF 

19. 1 797, C-3a, VF/XF 

• 20. 1797, C-3b, VG 

¥- C 21 ." 1797, C-3c, Po~or~3 ; 

22. 1797, C-3b, duplicate. AG 

23. 1800, C-1, Ch. Unc. 
y /OA.^J 802 ^C-l 7 _Goo^> 

'25. 1802, C-2, f/vf ' 

1808," 0-1 , Unc. 


F/ llT1 809. c-1 , VF > 

50. 1809, C-2, VF 
51 . 1 809, C-3, AU 
52. 1^809, C-4, Unc. 
453TTi09T~C^~5, Gjm~B lT> 

54. 1809, C-6, XF 

55. 1810 C-1, Brown Unc. 

56. 1811, C-1, VF 

57. 1811, 


*58. 1825, 
. 59. 1 825, 
» 60. 1826, 
* 61. 1826, 
* 62. 1828, 


C-1, AU 

C-2, Unc., laminated 
C-1, part red unc. 
C-2, about XF 
C-1, Unc. 


63. 1828, C-2, Unc. 
61. 1829, C-1, Unc. 


Sri. 1 803, C-2, VF_^ 
<^28. 1803, C-3,”~Unc/) 
f2?P1 803, C-lT ^F^ 

^3 o~. 

31. 1 804, C-4, Fine 

xf 

1804, C-6, U nc. J 
(^ ^T8 04^~C^7 ,_XE^ 
1804, C-10, Unc. 

< 36^ ^804, 

31. 1^04~T~C-T2, Unc. 1 

38. 1804, C-13, Gem BU 

39. 1805, C-1, Ch. BU 


93 - 
<)« ■ 

% ■ 


y p<5T 1831, C-1, Fine or bet ter 

* 66. 1832, C-1, Unc. 

* 67. 1832, C-2, Unc. 

© 68. 1832, C-3, Unc. 

* 69. 1833, C-1, AU 
o 70. 1834, C-1, AU 

* 71. 1835, C-2, Unc. 

% 72. 1849, C-1, Unc. 

® 73-79, 1850-57, each Unc. 

■K-ttw-Spius*##*- seven (7) proof specimens. 
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P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44Q?6 
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4 August 1984 


Roger, 


Thank you for asking me to help with the Half Cent census. My 
collection is weak after 1802, as I've concentrated on the early dates. 

The only addition to your census that I'm aware of is for 1803 C-l. 

Jack Beymer has two UNC-60 examples in his date set. One is a glossy light 
tan, while the is a glossy steel. Both have been displayed at EAC in the past. 
My notes have them graded as AU-55+, but at EAC this year I asked Jack about 
letting loose of one and he mentioned that they were UNC-60. Neither is better 
than the one in Bill Weber's collection. Both coins came from non-EAC sources 
and could be new examples or the UNC? in your list.^i 

I enjoy the half cent articles. Too many large cent articles in 
Pennywise for me. Guess I need to start collecting 7 them too! Well, enjoy your 
vacation. 

X Regards, 



Steve Lund 

P0 Box 6383 

Santa Rosa, CA, 95406 
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*793 


I MS60 H Chapman 'J. G. Mills’ 1904 : 140Q - S. H. Chapman *F. R. Alvord’ 

6/1924: 8, $65- - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont* 11/1954:1029, $675.-W. 
Bareford. Perfect reverse. 

2 MS-? 'Early B. Max Mehl sale' - Stack's 'Alto' 12/1970:513, $4,750. - Dr. 
McGeary. Perfect reverse. 

3 AU55 Midwest collector? r possibly from England. Perfect reverse, 

y AU-? Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - Stack's 'R. L.Tollett' 4/1971:1 - ? 

Perfect reverse. 

H. P. Smith - Earle - Brand - Judd -|ggff fehite ini- reportedly in a - BRo ^ ey!i/tr 
Califomia collection. $_ __ d, it 

Stack's 'R. T. Davis' 2/1968:1 , $2,400. - Showers - ?. Not 
'ex-Brobston' as stated in Merkin 3/1969:590. F AME break on reverse. 

New Netherland 61 st sale 'Dr. Angus C. Black’ 6/1970:110, $1 ,600. - ? 
Perfect reverse. Graded 'EF45' in the sale. 

Eliasberg collection. 

Norweb collection. 

Tobias - M. L. Kaplan circa 1973 - ? 

Ricky Gross - R. S . Cohen, Jr. 


$ AU50 
6, EF45 
EF-? 


* EF-? 
? EF-? 
/o EF-? 
// EF40 
lx EF40 
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|0-uV/?f»..Tfrx-iF (,/*■/ : - |y<r>JR-v Cnti4*trt* ~ J ~~ - c *^- //7f « 2/^ 

S [J.-- 


One especially 

interesting example of this variety is the Merkin 3/1969:590 - Merkin 7/1972:93 
coin. Roger S. Cohen, Jr. purchased the coin from the latter sale at $2,100. 
The coin has been mutilated by having part of the rim ground off so as to center 
the design on the planchet. The coin weighs only 89.1 grains against a standard 
weight of 104 grains. 
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I MS60 H. Chapman 'G. H. Earle’ 1912:3599 - New Netherlands 44th sale x XI 
'Hlllyer Ryder’ 6/1954:259, $315. - Showers - Midwest collection^ The 
reverse of this coin is illustrated in Gilbert. 

XMS60 B. Luckett 1 /1959 - California collector - 

3> AU—? T. S. Clarke — Williams — 

4 AU-? Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - ? 

5 AU-? Midwest collection AUCTION '81 - 5 ? 

^ ^ AU-? " Lester Merkin 9/1968 ^? ~ 

1 Harold P. Newlin collection - Bowers & Ruddy 'Garrett, Part 1' 11/1979:1 T 

% EF45 Shimkus - McGutgan collection 
°l BF-? Lester Merkin 2/1971 :500 - ? 

/ v EF40 Hanson - Munde - R . S . Cohen, Jr. 
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/ MS65 
Z MS 60 

3 AU55 
V AU-? 
/ AU-? 
t, AU-? 
7 EF40 

S' EF-? 

? EF-? 
to EF-? 


R'f 

Midwest collection 

T. J. Cldrke - Numismatic Gallery »C. M. Williams' 
Bareford collection 
Showers - ? 


11/1950:669 - 


Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - Stack's 'Charles Jay' 10/1967:80, $1,800 - ? 
Lester Merkin 6/1971:528 - ? x - 

Reliably reported as residing in a collection outside the U.S. Dc?~ n* 7 . 
Stetgerwalt - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954-260 
$112.50 - ? * 

Stack's *R. L. Miles' 4/1969:1 , $1 ,250. - Stack's 'September sale' 
9/1975:1 , $2,150. - ? 

Eliasberg collection 

Stack's 'Delp' 11/1972:1 , $2,300 - ? 
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1793 C-4 


1 MS60 

a ms-? 

3 MS-? 

H AU-? 

S AU55 
AU50 

Showers - Midwest collection 

Stack’s ’Brobston’ 1963, $2,500. - Stack's *E. H.Garckier' 1965:1109 - ? 
Williams - ? This may be the above specimen. 

Stack's 'Charlotte Mint’ 3/1979:1856 - ? 

Superior Galleries 'Bernard Turkus' 6/1981:1 , $25,000. - Jerry Cohen - ? 
Elder's 48th sale 'Woodin' 3/1911:797 - New Netherlands 44th sale 

EF-? 

% EF-? 

9 EF-? 

Ip EF-? 

'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:261 , $170. - Stack's 'Autumn sale' 9/1978:498, 
$6,000. - Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review in 1980 - ? 

Showers - New Netherlands sale 'Hillyer Ryder* 6/1954:262, $125. - ? 

K. P. Austin - ? 

Stack's 4/1975 - Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - ? 

Stack's 11/1968:447, $2,100. - ? 
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1794 C-1 a 


AU55 Showers - Midwest collector. (IT" 

AU55 Cleaney: 1939 - Mills : l406 - Earle ; 360l - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"HilIyer Ryder" 6/1954:263, $220. - Delaware collector. • 

AU50 Private collector, observed 2/1 976. 

AU50 Blaisdell-Bland-Raymond-Jim Mackie-Bland-private collector. BtrvooK 
AU50 Stack's "Cox" 4/1962:161, $660. - Auction '80:1003-? 

AU50 Ed Hipps-Richard Shimkus-Pennsylvania collector, 

AU? John P. Lyman-S. H. Chapman 11/1913:532-? 

AU? Brobston-rpossibly the Showers coin listed above . 

EF45 Williams 11/1 950:681 -Kosoff FPL 2 and 3/1 954:1 954-? 

EF45 Maryland collector. fi-osT/rJ e< 



















y FI 2 
£ FI 2 
^ FI 2 
7 VG10 


1794 C-1 b ^ S/src. 

VF30 From Europe in May, 1983-private collector. 

2- VF20 1977 ANA bourse-Terranova-Gross-Maryland collector. n£ c- 
3 FI 5 Raymond-Hanson-Munde-Cohen-Guth-Shimkus-Pennsylvania collector. TM 
New Netherlands stock-New Jersey collector. vtu 

ANA sale 1977:140-Califomia collector, u/w 
Alvord 6/1924:36. $ 3.-? (Slight edge defect at 4 o'clock.) 

Private collector. Opt*) 

VG10 Colorado collector. »3/z.rvA)C ^ 

9 VG8 1 954 ANA sale:80-reportedly in a California collection. O-Tb/ 

VG7 Metropolitan Coin ©mpany (ad in 1961 NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK)-? 

This variety has an interesting occurrence. At the ANA convention in 1977, 
three previously unknown examples appeared. The one in the auction was not 
identified as this variety. Two others were cherrypicked on the bourse floor! 
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1794 C-2a 


il: 


M S60 S . W. Freeman-Kreisberg/Shulman 5/1 958:1036-? 

AU55 Beobeton-Showers-Midwest collector <? T 
AU55 Midwest collector /?f 

AU50 Earle:3602-New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:264, $125.- 
Delaware collector. This coin is plated in both Gilbert®; and 
Cohen's second edition . 

AU50 —New Netherlands 61st sale "Dr. Angus C. Black" 6/1970-112 $575 -? 

EF40 Stack's "Essex" 2/1975:75, $675. -California collector w^m 

EF40 Parsons-H. Chapmen 6/1 914:1 937-Ryder-W. Raymond MB11 /I 945 - 4 -? 

EF40 Maryland collector I* 

<J EF 40 Stack's "Wolfson" 1963;2-? _ 

VF35 Stack ' s "SpringSale" 4/1978:25, $2,000.-? Recolored long ago. 


In addition, in the New Netherlands 44th sale catalogue, an MS60 specimen 
is reported as being in the Garrett collection at Johns Hopkins University. Does 
anyone know of its present whereabouts? —- eJftTc- 
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EF45 

VG7 

Sartoris-Bland-Raymond-Califomia collector ^^ 

Alvord: 25-# 

3 

G 6 

Barry Saul-Raymond-Munde-Maryland collector ■— V/»ie>n 

•v 

G5 

F. Lacheen-S. Q. West-Breen-Hanson-Maryland collector 

£ 

G5 

Kane-Virginia collector £. re- 

_L_ 

G 6 

Capitol Coin Shop (around 1970)-? 

7 

G4 

Gross-Raymond-New Jersey collector > 

S' 

G? 

F. Creed-S. Q. West-Picker-? 


AG3 

Wrubel-Michigan collector i- oc < 

A? 

AG3 

Fischer-Shimkus-McGuigan-Shimkus-Midwest collector R~r 


The Alvord coin listed above is described in the catalogue as VG with eroded 
surfaces. There seem to be some errors in the catalogue. The coin plated as 
Lot 25 does not appear to fit the description of Lot 25, 26, or 27. Either the 
grading was ultraconservative or there was a typographical error in that VF was 
the intended grade. In the same sale. Lot 152, an 1811 4-star break graded Fine, 
would grade EF35-40 by today’s standards! 
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AU55 

Parmelee:696-Mills:1401 -S. H. Chapman-Henry Chapman 6/1 907:1 671 - 
Virgil Brand-Florida collectof^Superior Galleries "Bernard 

Turkus" 6/1981 :2-Midwest collector !] 7 

1 

VF30 

Williams:679-New Jersey collector ukur ** 

V 

VF25 

VF25 

Liedman-Ungar-Ivey-Maryland collector Cc 

Beymer-California collector u/<a> 

< 

VF20 

Colavita-Guth 

(f 

VF? 

Batchelder-S. Q. West-? 

s 

FI 5 

FI 5 

Kagin's 2/1 972:11 24-Munde-Maryland collector 
McGuigan-Fischer-Shimkus-New Jersey collector Y 0 &LL. 

C/ 

FI 5 

Fischer-McGuigan-Midwest collector-Illinois collector Sr Pi' 

!o 

FI 2 

G. Huston-Gross-Pennsylvania collector 


This variety, until recent years, was noted for its low "condition census". 
The Mills specimen had last appeared in 1 907 and had been all but forgotten. 

Noted collectors of the past usually had difficulty inTbtlining this variety 
Brobston's specimen was a 'coal black' Good; the Ryder and Dupont sales' lacked 

th^ c ai 3a ty ir-7hT ! h r erS coUection contained a C-4a in VF as its example of 
TZ all nw'a f h 3 m ‘ Stake ,n attribution or Mr. Showers simply would 

not allow a low grade specimen in his collection. 
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1794 C-3b 
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FI 2 Gross-Maryland collector **Sc. 

G4 California collector — jUn. fi>G krfA 
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- 

MS63 Private collector-Pennsylvania collector. Possibly from a 1923 Elder sale. 
MS60 Col. nneen wo tuO i 069rtB 8 0> Midwest collector 
MS? WUliams:676-? 

MS60 Alvord:22-? 

AU55 Brobston-Stack’s "Garcher" 2/1965:1110, $1 ,800.-California collector »r„;. 
AU50 Merkin 3/1 968:95-private collector 

EF45 Elder "H . C. Miller" 4/1 91 7:1 024-New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/1954:266, $62.50-Bareford-Stack's "Autumn Sale" 

9/1978:499, $3,000.-Midwest collectoi—Rarcoa "Auction ’81" 

7/1 981 ; 29, $3,100. -private collector /■'/ f ' 

EF45 H. Campbell-Califomia collector ______ 

EF40 New Netherlands 59th sale 6/1 967:1114-StackS 9/1 975:5-Bowers & 

Ruddy Galleries 6/1 978:678-? 
r, EF40 Showers collection-? 




In addition to the above EF40 coins, there are several others, possibly as 
many as five more. The MS60 Alvord coin listed above has previously been 
reported as having reappeared in the Dupont sale as Lot 1038. However, a check 
of the plates does not help, since Alvord:22 may or may not have been plated. 
Apparently Plate 20 in the Alvord sale should be Plate 22, since Lot 20 in that sale 
was only a black Very Fine and Plate 22 certainly appears to be better than that. 
Some argue that the coins in the sale were undergraded and if that were true, then 
perhaps the plate numbering is correct. But if it is true, then there is an 
incredible UNC going around, possibly the first or the second coins in this listing. 
In any event, the Dupont:l038 coin is listed as 'almost Extremely Fine.. .Alvord 
specimen'. This creates further problems. The Dupont plate does not match the 
Alvord plate #20 (remember - VF was the grade on that lot) and it can't be the 
Alvord:22 in Unc since it doesn't even approach that grade. Therefore, it appear? 
that the plates in the Alvord sale were mis-numbered and that the Dupont:l038 is 
most likely the Alvord:20 which was never plated. The plate in the Alvord sale 
which is labelled #20 is most likely a plate of Lot 22. If so, then Alvord:22 may 
be either the second or third specimen listed above, but not the first, since the 
plates again do not match. Can anyone help? 
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1794 C-4b 


FI 5 Hal Webber-Ken Goldman 10/1 973-Raymond-California collector oo o<J 
VGfcO Superior Stamp & Coin 6/1975:524 as "G-1 "-Doug Robbins, Inc.- 
Beymer-Raymond-Maryland collector ft Sc. 

VG8 Private collector-Guth-Shimkus-Pennsylvania collector J7?pS 
Only the three are known. 
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AU55+ From Europe - Lester Merkin 3/1968:96 - Richard Picker - Allen 
Harriman (publisher of the 'Grey Sheet*) - Superior Galleries ’Auction 
83 7/1983:1514, $39,600. - Texas collector . Described as MS63 and 
’finest known’ in the 1 983 sale (the' latter description being the more 
_accurate)._ 

AU50 Geiss-Mehl 2/1947:272 - various dealer intermediaries between 
1 972-1 980 - Ohio collector. 

5^1 ? taok ’ s ' Char,6s Ja y* 10/1 967: 81 - present whereabouts unlmown. 

VF35 Bowers & Ruddy Fixed Price List (1 975) as 'AU, light brown’ - present 

whereabouts unknown. /5 ' 

VF35 G. L. Til den - Elder sale 6/1921: 2229 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
Hillyer Ryder’ 6/1954:265, $110. - Philip Showers collection, various 
intermediaries - Midwest collector. /? r 
VF30 Jack Beymer - California collector. ZoZo 
VF25 Williams 11 /I 950: 680 - New Jersey collector. 

VF25 James Kelly ’Danner* 4/1959:1355 - California collector. » u>, 

VF25 Stack's store stock - Maryland collector. Zee- 

VF25 1973 coin show eteofxty - New Jersey collector. - & yC7Zj' 
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December 22, 1983 
7417 Kentwood Dr. 
Biloxi, MS. 39532 


Dear Mr. Cohen, 

I would like for you to know how much I am enjoying 
your 1982 edition on Half Cents, my 1971 edition was 
starting to show wear. 

Enclosed are photo's of a 1794 Half Cent that I 
have, which ANACS confirmed as a C-5b in July. They 
graded it Fine 12/12 "Damaged" and the Cert. # is F-0650-B. 
I didn't care for the word "Damaged" very much. I con¬ 
sider it a defective planchet with a constructed edge. 

I do a little research and mircophotography for myself 
and always watch out for unlisted varieties. I hope my 
little part here will aid you in your research for your 
next edition. 

If possible, I would like to know how many, and the 
grades of the C~5b variety you now have knowledge of, so 
I'll have an ideal where my piece stands. The enclosed 
photo’s are yours to keep for your personal files. 


Sincerely yours, 

C 




A 





1794 C-5b 
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VF30 Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review #24 (Autumn, 1975) as ’superb, about 
tnc.' at $1 ,495. - W.K. Raymond - California collector. 

VG10 A recent discover^ sent to Ron Guth by ANACS to be authenticated and 
attributed. Detail of Fine, but with obverse and reverse damage. 

Present whereabouts unknown. trAfrrl 
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1794 C-6a 


FI 5 Wtlliams 11 /I 950: 678 - Stack’s Fixed Price List ’Brobston’ 1 963 - 


FI 2 Paramount 5/1970:1269, EF or so, but damaged and burnished. 

FI 2 Stack's 6/1970:802 - Maryland collector. £«:<=. 

FI 2 Alvord 6/1 924: 28, $7.75 - Hugh Campbell - California collector, iaj ^ 

VG10 New Jersey collector. a 

VG10 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1037, $42.50 - Philip Showers - 
various intermediaries - Midwest collector. R T 
VG10 D. Frederick - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - MicK/vest collector - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - 
Richard Shtmkus--.Chicago jcollector. R- Y. _ 

VG10 James Kelly 9/1 959:1354 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG8 Dents Loring - Ron Guth - Illinois collector. •*"' - ‘ 

VG8 Stack's 'Robison' 2/1982:304, $1,050. - Connecticut collector. 

Sharpness of VF-EF, but pitted on the obverse. 


In addition to the above ten specimens, there are quite a few which might be 
worthy of inclusion. For example, Jim McGuigan currently owns the New 
Netherlands 57th sale specimen. To a 'detail' man, it misses the Census, but 
to the 'purist', it might be a more desirable coin than, say, the 'Robison' 
example. We try to present a balanced view. 
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MS65 From Europe - Numismatics, Ltd. - Midwest collector. R ' r 

MS60 British museum. 

EF45 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector - 

California collector. 

EF40 Stack's 'Rawls' 6/1970:1086, $575. - Maryland collector. 

VF35 From Ireland - Spink & Son 9/1 982: 245 - Virginia collector - 
Pennsylvania collector. 

VF30 Parson - H. Chapman 6/1 914:1 939 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 
11/1945:1 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Harmer Rooke sale - Shimkus - Private collector. Re-colored. 

VF20 Stack's store stock around October, 1980 - present whereabouts unknown. 
FI 5-20 Illinois collector. Sype' - 

FI 5 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1 963 - S . Gf. West - Tom Katman - 
R. S. Cohen, Jr. - Jim McGuigan - Virginia o ol le ^t or. l/X itaJ 
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1794 C-8 


__ 

pLh-TfV 85 e^rr ST»*f JU- 


EF40 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. R"J 
EF40 Kagin's 4/1 963:1350 - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-? Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Marvin Kantner - Stack's 


11/1968:450, $1,250. - private collector. Phi ' 


85 &-K 


VF30 Reliably reported twice in 1 974 - present whereabouts unknown. 
VF20—15 Jack Beymer - John Bergman - California collector. ^ uj 
VF20 H. Gibbs - New Jersey collector. Sc 

Alvord 6/1924:17 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 11/1 945: 2 - present 


VF20 


whereabouts unknown. 




f 

JL. 

/a 


FI 5 
FI 2 


Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - S. Oy West - Tom Katman - 
Pennsylvania collector, 


FI 2 


Myles Gerson - Pennsylvania collector. 


Georgia collector. . A/ / 
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1794 C-9 


MS 63 
MS 60 
MS60 
MS60 

MS60 

AU55 


EF45 

EF45 


— 

NASCA 7/1980: 1067 - Steve Ivy Rare Coins - New Vork^collector/dealer. 

Stack’s 'Alto' 12/1970:514, $2,300. - present whereabouts unknown. 

ANA Sale 1973: 1676 (where mts-attrtbuted as C-8) - Midwest collector. 

Elder 1923 - NE Pennsylvania collector - SE Pennsylvania collector - 
John Forman - Pennsylvania collector. 

Alvord 6/1924:13 - present whereabouts unknown. 

Dr. J. Hewitt Judd - Lester Merkin 3/1968:94 - Richard Picker - 
present whereabouts unkn own._ ___ 

Steinmetz Rare Coins - Am west Numismatic Auctions 11/1 981: 91 as 
•MS60* - investor - recently offered by Steve Ivy Rare Coins (now 
Heritag e Rare Coin Galleries - present whereabou ts„mknown._ 

Stack’s ’R.T. Davis' 2/1968:2, $1,450. - ’R.B.’ - Stack’s 12/1969: 

337, $800. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Joseph H. Spray - Stack's 4/1 978: 24, $775. - Gene Braig - Jim 
McGuigan - California collector. ^ >-> 
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1795 C-1 

MS65 S. H. & H. Chapman 'Mills’ 4/1 904:1407 - H. Chapman - Robert Garrett 

- John Work Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy 'Garrett' Part I 11/1 979:3 - 

Stan K esselm an - pri vate collector. __ 

MS65 Williams: 682 - Delaware collector. 

MS65 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

MS60 Elder 'Mougey': 289 - H. Chapman - Bement:4l6 - present whereabouts 

J _unknown. _____ 

AU55 Rarcoa 8/1973 - Midwest collector - Julian Leidman - Rarcoa 'Auction 
*81* 7/1981:31, $11 ,500. - present whereabouts unknown. 


Beyond the above coins, there are at least ten different specimens at the 
AU level and legions of EF's. To differentiate between them is meaningless; the 
1795 C-1 is not a condition rarity until it hits the Mint State level. 
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1795 C-2a 

MS60 Midwest collector. 

3 . MS-? Alvord 6/1924:44, $62. - present whereabouts unknown. 

AU50 Cleneay: 1 941 - Mills: 1408 - David S. Wilson: 990 - Stack’s Fixed 

Price List ’Brobston’ 1963 - New York collector.^ 

AU50 Lester Merkin 3/1968: 593 - present whereabouts unknown . 

AU50 Quality Sales 11 /1972: 1 2 - Tony Terranova - Midwest collector. 

EF45 From England - Empire Coin Co. - Alan Weinberg - Del Bland - Dave 

Stagg III - Jack Beymer - private collection. T-u>***c 

EF40 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11 /I 954:1044, $75. - W. C.BIaisdeir- 

Del Bland - W. K. Raymond - Jim Mackle - 1 978 ANA Sale: 90 - Leidman - 
Dresent whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 Alvord 6/1924:45. $16. - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 S. Bf. & H. Chapman 3/1883:361 - Stack's 'Garrett' 3/1976:4, $12.50. 

- Essex Numismatic Properties - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954: 

JO 269, $42.50 - present whereabouts unknown. 
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AU50 Alvord 6/1924: 55, $80. - New Netherlands 44th sate 'Hillyer Ryder 
6/1954:270, $650. - present whereabouts unknown. 


VF25 California collector. Sharpness of AU, but mutilated. CsH 
FI 5 Commodore W. C. Eaton - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1045, 
$170. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:821 , $1 ,000. - 
Maryland collector. c 


FI 2 B. Max Mehl 'Neil' 1 947: 2205 - Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 
1 963 - S. <3. West - Tom Katman - Pennsylvania collector. ~ 

California collector. Doufcle struck. ^ 


FI 2 


F—? 
F—? 


" r ° nri [ Warfield collection (circa 1955) - present whereabouts unknown. 


Tom Warfield (another specimen from the same period) - present 

wherea bouts unknown. __ 


VG10 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. ,:>'r 
VG7 F. S. Guggenheimer - Stack’s 1/1953:15 - New Jersey collector. 

VG7 Connecticut collector. 
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The entire population of this variety is only 16 known specimens! 
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1795 C-3 


VF35 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1046, $500. - Dorothy Nelson - 
Stack's 'Spence'3/1975:820, $2,000. - California collector. 



EF40 

Midwest collector. 


EF-? 

S.O^. West (circa 1965) - present whereabouts unknown. 


VF30 

Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Philip Showers collection - 
Midwest collector. AT__^__ 


VF20 

Louis Helfenstein - Lester Merkin 3/1968:102 - Jon Hanson - Midwest 
collector - California collector. 

£> 

VF20 

Midwest collector - California collector. 

7 

r .-ip- 

VF-? 

Stack's store stock 8/1 964 - S. Qj. West - present whereabouts unknown . 

FI 5 

Ralph Pfau 5/1979 - present whereabouts unknown. 

? 

FI 2 

Private collector. 

0 

FI 2 

Maryland collector. ^ / 
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i '?95 0-4 


/ 

MS 60 

California collector. 

a. 

MS 60 

Showers - Midwest collector. # r 

•? 

AU50 

Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1 969:594, $450. - California collector. h**Se» 


AU50 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $700. - Stack's "R.L. Miles" 

4/1969:5, $850. - Stack’s 9/1975: $750. - ? - Pennsylvania collector. JKV) 

< 

EF45 

Illinois collector. 5 Mimf-tS 

c 

EF40 

Spink's "Carnegie" sale - Bowers & Merena Galleries "Marcus Brown 
11/1983:2533, $1 ,900. - Ohio collector. 6Jffrf*- 

7 

EF40 

Kagin's 304th sale 11/1974:3 - New England Rare Coin Galleries FPL #4 
(1975) - Pine Tree "Dr. Conway Bolt" 11/1975:1 - Pine Tree 1/1978:66 
- various intermediaries - Maryland collector, 


EF-? 

H. Chapman "Jenks" 12/1921 :6240 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 

Ryder" 6/1954:271 , $40. - to bidder "LB". 

ZI 

EF-? 

Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1963 - ? Clipped planchet. 


EF40 

Steve Fischer - California collector. 
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The C-4 variety is often difficult to grade. The reverse broke and the obverse 
sank, resulting in central weakness on both the obverse and reverse. For more 


detailed information regarding this problem, see Roger Cohen's description in 
the second edition of AMERICAN HALF CENTS. 





















































1795 C-5a 


t MS60 Williams 11/1950:696 - Delaware collector. st?* P 


a 

AU50 

Joseph H. Spray - Stack's "Spring Sale" 4/1978:26, $1 ,200. - Midwest 

collector, ft"7* 

3 

AU50 

Illinois collector. ShiMftoS 

y 

AU50 

Stack’s "Alto" 12/1970:515, $650. - ? 

S 

EF45 

Delaware collector. c-n e KD T 

0 

EF40 

A. H. Baldwin in London in November, 1946 - W. C. Blaisdell - 
California collector. W iJ 

7 

EF40 

New Netherlands 66th sale 7/1976:815 - New York dealer. PPfyVL 

9 

EF40 

Showers - Midwest collector. -T 

7 

EF40 

Stack's "Roper" 12/1983:433 - Pennsylvania dealer. S - 

/ o 

EF40 

Stack’s store stock - J. E. Braun$worth - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 

"ANA" sale 7/1981 :1758. $2 r 400. - Pennsylvania collector. J~Rtn 


EF40 Stack’s FPL "Brobston" 1963, $300. - Stack’s ”R. L.Tollett” 

4/1971:2, $380. - Maryland collector. Plated in Cohen's first edition, fts c. 
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1795 C-5b 


f MS65 Dr. Conway Bolt - various intermediaries - Pennsylvania collector. 

Overstruck on a large cent (variety S-76a or b). 
n AU50 D. S. Wilson - John Clapp - Louis Eliasberg collection. 

BE4© Morgenthau sale #405 10/1939:668 - Joseph Steele - 1953 ANA sale:145l 
3 cf'fcxZo - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:27-2, $100. - Erie 

collectQr > m om — f{ 7 _ 

if EF40 Stack’s FPL "Brobston" 1963, $550. - Stack’s 'Van Roden" 5/1968:106, 
_$600. - NY collector. Lfi:&G- fria. S' 

EF40 Stack’s "Nicholson Family" 6/1967:758, $720. - Long Island collector. 
VF35 Quality Sales Corp. 11/1972:13 - Midwest collector. ^ T 
7 VF30 Stack's "R. L. Miles" 4/1969:6, $350. - 7 
VF30 Hugh Campbell - Weber. 124 grains. tv. 

9 VF30 Guth - Virginia collector. 

VF30 New Netherlands Mail Bid Sale 3/1973:38 - ? 

Oer ^ .' * ' ' : - 

2 .. j ~ ~ _ __ 

. ; 1 , 37 , • 

._ 3 ; 5thvC \ffhi 1 IQ t HHdb — ^ . ff-rr ___ 


^ 7 & (* ^Iflu. -cfl *^JL+<aJ2 























































































1795 C-6a 


J_ _MS65 Midwest collector. <\ T 

- AU55 Showers - Midwest collector. 

, ?_AU55 Qua! ity S ale s 9/1 971:1 3 - ? 

17 AU55 Robert F. Batchelder - Steve Ivy FPL 5&6/1977 - ? 

AU55 Alvord:48 - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11 /I 954:1 049 - Dorothy Nelson - 
Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:819, $4,200. - RARCOA FPL - RARCOA 
"Rockford" 1/1978:2 - Long Island collector - Jimmy Hayes - Stack's 

_ KffTTf ft t* /W 

4/1983:1097 - ? 


0 

AU50 

Leo Young - Auction '80/1515 - Kagin’s - ? 

7 

AU50 

Rodney Grove - Nofal/Kling - Superior Galleries "Bernard Turkus" 

6/1 981:3 - Terranova - ? 

o' 

EF45 

Showers - ? 

7 

to 

EF45 

EF40 

Hugh Campbell - Bland - W. K. Yarmond - Midwest collector. ^ 7 - 
Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1963, $375. - Stack's 3/1972:6, $400. - 
Maryland collector. ^ f c. , 

Va<- ^ 
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There are at least seven other specimens which grade EF40 and which nip 
at the heels of the ninth and tenth finest known coins. Included among these 
seven would be the Garrett specimen (Lot 5) and the Brobston specimen. 












































































f FI5 William R. Luckett - California collector. 


CL 

' FI 5 

B. M. Douglas 1953 - Maryland collector, R Sc. 


3 

VG1 0 

Richard Gross - J. J. Teaparty advt. 8/1 983 - Midwest collector. R 7* 


y 

VG10C-.J.^ Hanson - Lusk - Pennsylvania collector. X£rv% 



VG1 0 

New Jersey collector. £ -r* * 


£ 

VG8 

Stack's store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - ? 


7 

VG8 

J. *&. Hanson - R. D. Munde - RSC - JRM - Midwest collector. ^ -j 


- & 

VG8 

Kagin's 298th sale 11/1972:589 - RSC - New Jersey collector. y v £: (-l- 


? 

VG7 

J. G. Hanson - RSC - Florida collector, £ 


/<5> 

G6 

JRM - Ohio collector. 
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1796 C-1 


r 


MS63 Murdock sale in London, England 7/1903:963, $73.22 - Henry Chapman - 
Howard Newcomb - C. David Pierce - Showers - Ketterman - Midwest 
_ collector. ,r 

^ MS60 Winsor: 101 2 - Earle: 3609 - Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Mehl 

"At water" 6/1946:129 - Louis Eliasberg collection. 

AU55 Riley - Virgil Brand, $800. - B. G. Johnson - Stack’s "Anderson-Dupont" 
11/1954:1054, $3,000. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:823, 

_$34,000. - Tettenhorst - Pennsylvania collector. SGfC 

~u FI 5 David Proskey - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th 

_sa le "Hillye r Ryder" 6/1954:275, $700. - Erie collector. n fts fj tfcoo tr# 

/ FI 5 Stack's "Robison" 2/1982:313 - New York "1796" collector. 

(, FI 5 - Carl Wurtzbach - Virgil Brand - H. Chapman - W. H. Sheldon - Blaise 

_ < Danton e - Lester Merkin 3/1969:596, $2,600. - Long Island collector. 

VG8 Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1963, $5,750. -ft . j)3^ Hinman - Paramount 

"Century" 4/1965:61 - ? This has been previously represented as being 


from the Stack's "G. H. Hall" 5/1 945:103, $240. However, the lot 
description does not match the coin and the plate is of a 1 795 half cent! 

^VG 8 

William Doyle Galleries "Loye Lauder" 12/1983:244, $26,400. - Long , 

Island collector. Probably the most pleasing and defect-free of the low- 
end examples of this variety. 

_ ±_ VG 8 

Jess Peters 89th sale 9/1977:571 - Maryland collector. 1 


/0 VG7 

Stack's "ANA Sale" 8/1976:142 - ? 
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In addition to the above ten specimens (which may have duplications in the VG 
range), there are seven to nine additional specimens in lesser grades known to 
us. Some have long chains of ownership and were in prominent half cent collections 
of the past. This variety exhibits a remarkable gap when going from AU 55 for the 
third finest known to FI 5 for the fourth finest. All known genuine specimens from 
the fourth finest downward (with the exception of the "Lauder" coin) are on porous 
planchets, which is probably due to the poor quality of the copper used by the Mint 
in making planchets. Some of the lesser grade specimens have had their surfaces 
buffed or tooled to reduce their porous appearance. This variety is a high R 6 
and has been eagerly sought after for well over 100 years. Hence, the prices 
tend to be very high in comparison to other R 6 coins in the half cent series. 




































































1796 C—2 



MS 63 

Colonel Green - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1053, $ 2 , 300 . - 
Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:822, $20,000. - Midwest 
collector. f> 7 


2 

MS 60 

McCoy:757 - Levick - Zanoni - Miller:1 032 - H. R. Newcomb - Wayte 

Raymond - Virgil Brand - New Netherlands stock - Long Island collector. 

3 

MS60 

W. Elliott Woodward 95th sale "G. M. Klein" 5/1888:2048 - Col. James 
Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New 
Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:274, $1 ,600. - Ben 

Stack - Erie collector, mrs 



MS 60 

Hollinbeck-Kagin Coin Co. (offered at numerous sales and FPL's during 

the period from 1963 to 1973 - Tettenhorst - Pennsylvania collector. Jfi'n 


£ 

AU55 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 11/1976:400 (from England) - various dealers 
- New England Rare Coin Auctions 4/1980:900, $32,000. - A. 

Terranova - private collector. 


(p 


Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1963, $9,750. - Stack's "Charles Jay" 

10/1967:82, $9,000. - ? - Auction '80:1005, $52,500. (returned by 
successful bidder) - New York "1^76" collector. wn/7»e/ 



AU50 

Stack’s "R. L. Miles" 4/1969:7, $6,500. - Stack’s "Fenn" 10/1976:7, 

$11 ,000. - Neil Berman - Bowers & Ruddy FPL 1979 - ?. Cleaned. 


9 

AU50 

Showers - Essex Numismatics' investor - Pennsylvania collector - 

Florida Coin Exchange "Winter Sale" 1/1984:9 - ? JKi* 


? 

BF40 

from England - Oregon collector - Paul Puckett - Michigan collector. 


/o 

VF35 

S . H. & H. Chapman 3/1883:392 - Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
"Garrett Part I" 11/1979:5 - California dealer. 



Qc 00 

IWK ^ t 4JU 

* 

'■■7 «4 VjJkvA . /£nj n q n r r : 

- ij ;T./ ... / ■ 

: - r^c £ 



r— t-v&jzy-y: 

MJJU - 


. % . MUM £ 



.. fllsSt23 0 * ^°~ maij tlJ'le, Meft gjk,- 


A _ Eo JOr-'f/oH \£> HS'lrO __ 

_ . nsc. 

M C-HtyOrA b-s { )f -3£ B)r' D>8t : AiJji WGL " §*+*& cb foe * ' ,2 3 

3*2 

£ 3.S,3»0 - T(rfcnft/vfr J fr 


/ P v 

Y" l/V 

f/fl 

III .- 


\l ■< 
jy 


There are a number of other specimens known in the VF+ range/ All of 
these high grade specimens indicate that certain persons recognized that this 
1 796 - dated half cent had a small mintage. In our years of collecting, we have 
seen or heard of less than 10 specimens in the range of FI 2 to VF30. The vast 
majority of this variety are in the range of Basal State 1 to VG10. Many are 
on porous planchets similar to those encountered on variety C-1 . We estimate 
the total population of 1 796 C-2's to be in excess of 75 specimens and less than 
200 (Rarity4). 






































































1797 C-1 


/_ . MS60 Showers - Midwest collector. Pi " ■— 


2 

MS 60 

Cleveland ANA - Batchelder 1/1974 - California collector. Early 
state, no mint red. 

3 

MS 60 

Rodney T. Groves - Nofal & Kling - Superior Galleries 'Bernard 

Turkus' 6/1981:4 $12,500. - R. Guth 1 0/1 982 $7,750. 

New York collector. 4 r 

V 

AU55 

Jacques Schulman 3/1930:232 - Stack’s (Spence*)3/1 975:824 $5,250. - 

W. K. Raymond - Midwest collector, rv j 

df 

AU55 

Elder sale 3/1936 - W. C. Blaisdell - Del Bland - W. K. Raymond 
$4,400. - Maryland collector. r;«. 

0 

AU55 

Lloyd Whiteneck - Midwest collector. 

7 

AU55 

Showers - Midwest collector (a 2nd specimen), k-r 

% 

AU50 

3. Max Mehl 'Wilharm' 2/1 921:1 825 - John Work Garrett - Johns 

Hopkins University - Bowers"& Ruddy sale 11/1979:7 - 
Pennsylvania dealer. v c !lnel ox 

? 

AU ? 

Stack’s ’R . L. Mites' 4/1969:11 $355. - present whereabouts unknown. 

fo 

EF45 

Bowers & Ruddy auction 11/1 977 - Pennsylvania collector. Tk An 
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There are at least 20 specimens of this variety in the VF30-EF40 which 
are offered from time to time, bearing grades of EF40 to MS60. 

It should be remembered that most 1797 half cents are over-strikes on 
Talbot, AUum, & Lee tokens or spoiled large cents. Accordingly, the presence 
or absence of an under-type should neither add or subtract from the grade 





















1797 C-2 


MS65 Cleaney 1890:1944 - Mills 1904:1410 - George E. Chatillon, B. Max r? fr r< 

Mehl 11/1938:1640 - Rappaport sale 11/1950 - Delaware collector. ! 
MS60 Edouard Frossard 10/1884:847 - Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 
2, Bewers & Ruddy Galleries 'Garret Part I* 11/1979:6 $14,000., 

graded AU55 - Stan Kesselman - Anthony Terranova - New York 

_ collector. fn-iet-MP _ 

< AU55 L. A. Young sale 5/1 956:1 088 as EF - Bill Weber - Midwest collector. 

V AU50 Col. E.H.R. Green - ? - Midwest collector, ft T «- To SRrt — 

AU50 Thomas Elder 43rd sale 'Peter Mougey' 9/1910:291 - New Netherland s 
£ 44 th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:280 $105. - Showers - Midwest 

collector - California collector. kofrU 

r EF45 S. J. Kabealo 'W. L. Gunn’ 2/1948 - A. P. Gasser - Superior Galleries 

'Dr. Charles L. Ruby I' 2/1974:210 $1 ,350. - California collector . C-r 
7 EF40 Carnegie Museum - Spinks 3/1 983 - Gary Fitzgerald - Texas dealer. 

- Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969rt45 - J ^P^-Nrnnunw n rth - present where¬ 
abouts unknown. l ° 

le> $ VF35 Stack’s 'Robison' 2/1982:316 $2,900. - present whereabouts unknown. 
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There are about 5 additional specimens which grade VF30 which have been 
graded as high as AU50. 

























1797 C-3a 


' AU50 

J_EF40 

3_ VF35 

V VF35 

V VF30 


C VF30 


7 VF30 
9 VF30 

T VF30 

VF25 

VF25 




£ ~l£ 


Showers - Midwest collector . /?/ 

R.Hoober - S. G^. West - present whereabouts unknown. 

Chuck Furjanic - Maryland collector. 

1 980 ANA: 908 - present wherabouts unknown. 

New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder* 6/1954:278 $120. - Stack’s 
•Brobston' FPL 1963 $450. - present whereabouts unknown. 
Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont* 11/1954:1055 $140. - Showers - Midwest 

_ collector. The 1798 large cent date shows on the obverse. r\7 

Joe Flynn 6/1970 - Hugh Campbell - Jack Beymer - Virginia collector. 
G. Massamore 4/1883 - J. W. Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 
Stack's 3/1 976: 5 $700. - California collector. w ^ , 

RARCOA - Richard Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector, s 
Chuck Furjanic - Pennsylvania collector - Michigan collector, w. 

W. K. Raymond — R. D. Munde — R. S. Cohen, Jr. - John Bergman - 
Jack Beyme r - Michigan collector. a u ^ 
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1797 C-3b 


f EF40 
Z VF 35 


3 VF30 

VF25 

V 


X VF20 


VF20 


7 VF20 


9 VF20 

j FI 5 

/o FI 5 


New Netherlands 61 st sale 'Dr. Angus Black’ 6/1970:114 $2,350. - 
R. Shaw - Anthony Terranova - C alifornia collector. £.3 h 


k, onaw - nfunui^ - . . _ 

Thomas Elder 11/1935:786 as Fine - W.C. Blaisdell - Penn Valley 
Coin 11/1 973 - Midwest collector. K*7 


uoin i i/i »/o — ivhuyy'-oi . 

B. Max Mehl sale - Stack's 'Alto 1 12/1970: 51 6 $1,300. - R. Shav 
Anthony Terranova - prese nt whereabouts unknown. 


F r ed Bat^in O-ondon) - New Netherlands 5e*h sal e 6/1962: 420 $960. 

_ stack's 'R. L. Miles, Jr.' 4/1969:9 $1 ,025. - Stack's 'Fern 
10/1976:9 $2300. - J.E. Bratnworth $4,500. — Jay Erlichman 

Pennsylvania collecto r. _ 

Stack’s ’Brobstio i V FPL 1963 $1 ,200. - Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 
3/1969:597 $725. - Jack Beymer 4/1 982 $2,000. - California 


Anton- William E. Florence - Harmer Rooke 11 /I 969: 779 $1 ,600. - 
Richard Picker - stolen from Picker in 1971 - present whereabouts 


unknown._ 

Ed Hipps - Anthony Terranova - Jim McGuigan - Richard Shimkus - 
Pennsylvania dealer. 3n.»n 

~R^~Shaw - Anthony Terranova - Jim McGuigan - California collector. WV 
Stack's 3/1 973: 34 $500. - R. Tettenhorst - Ricky Gross - present 
where abouts unknown. 

Showers collection - Joe Flynn - Jim McGuigan - Illinois collector. p . 
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The Alvord sale of 1924 contained a specimen (Lot 58) which appears (from 
the plate) to be about EF40 or higher. It is described in the catalogue as 
’Fine, olive brown. Very rare and one of the finest known’. No known 
specimen in higher grades matches the plate. Therefore, it appears that 
another high grade specimen will need to be added at a later date 





























1797 C-3c 


• ( 

VG1 0 

Richard Picker - Lester Merkin 9/1968:37 $1 ,350. - Richard 

Picker - R. D. Munde - Maryland collector. R 


% 

VG8 

Hanson - Midwest collector. n.T 


3 

VG8 

H. Chapman 'John Story Jenks' 12/1921:6245 - Dr. Lewis C. Adler - 
Erie collector. 


V 

G6 

Lloyd Whiteneck 8/1973 — Sam Ungar — Midwest collector, ft/” 


£ 

G6 

D. O. Hughes - Walter Breen - Hanson - private collector, t 


_ (. 

G4 

G4 

Walter Garrabrant - W. C. Blaisdell - present whereabouts unknown. 

New nnllpofn" 


9 

G4 

vv LUllCUU. • v , C f~f & i. 1 - L uJ A l t 

Kagm 'GENA' sale 9/1978:11 $675. - Virginia collector q rc. 


f 

AG* 

3 

Virginia coin shop (as a worn lettered edgel) - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - 
Midwest collector, ft r — ] °/V/ 


to 

Fr2 

Reported in the Ruby collection, but not included in the various Ruby 

sales held by Superior Galleries in the 1 970's - present 
—__whereabouts unknown. 


// 

BS1 

Viewed at 1982 CSNS show and authenticated by AN ACS - private 
collector, ^ 
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The eleven specimens Jisted above represent the total number of specimens 
known to us. There are also three specimens known which show partial 
gripping, which have not been listed. 

The first mention of this variety seems to have been in the sale of January 
24-25, 1881 by the Messrs. Bangs & Co. On page 13 of the sales catalogue. 

Lot 281 is described as follows: "1797 INDENTED EDGE. VERY GOOD. 
VERY RARE. This is the first specimen of this variety ever catalogued, so 
fan as I know." 

This reference was discovered by P. Scott Rubin of New Jersey during 
/ffrS while perusing old auction catalogues. 
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1800 C-1 




There are approximately two hundred examples of this date known in grades 
AU50 through MS 70 . Various writings have stated that two small hoards of this 
date were discovered in Boston during the 1930's. We have never seen an 
original reference to these discoveries. Prior to the finding of these hoards, 
it appears that there was no difficulty in obtaining Mint State specimens. 
Significant sales of half cents usually contained Uncirculated specimens. For 
example, the Alvord sale contained two Uncirculated pieces. The Ryder and 
Anderson-Dupont collections also had Mint State examples. In more recent 
times, two Uncirculated 1800 half cents were offered in the 1973 ANA Sale by 
Jess Peters, both with mint red. The better one, which would now grade MS67, 
brought the then unheard of price of $650. The second specimen (with two 
carbon spots, but full mint luster)^went for only $120. 

U 0 o C (\r+ 0 It «- 3 rjy 

Collectors should be on the lookout for examples of this date with a large 
cent undertype showing. At present, seven specimens are known to us which 
show such an undertype. An AU50 in a New Jersey collection is reported to be 

struck over a 1798 S-1 87 large cent. This coin was discovered by Dr. Stanley 
We st and sold to the Empire Coin Company in 1 963. Aiother high grade 
example resides in the Connecticut State Library collection which shows plainly 
the 1798 date of the large cent. The remaining five examples showing large cent 
undertypes are in low grade (Fr2 to G6). 
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1802 C—1 


/ FI 5 B. Max Mehl 'S. H. McVitty' 3/1 938:10 - ? Batchelder (1 974) - Sam 
Ungar - Midwast collector. r*T 


1 FI 2 H. Chapman *W. B. Guy' 11/I 911: 91 5 - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond- 
New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:282 $300. Delaware collector. 

_ This is the discovery specimen for the variety. (J /y * t?i '» u 


i 

FI 2 

Erie collector, 

y 

VG1 0 

Stack's 'T. L. Smith' sale 6/1957 $600. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 

'Spence'3/1 975: 826 $3,300. - Midwest collector. Sharpness of 

FI5, but with rim damage (particularly on the reverse). 

s 

VG1 0 

Commodore W.C. Eaton - Stack's 'Aiderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1066 
$400. - bidder B. E. - present whereabouts unknown. 

i 

VG1 0 

Rendell - Maryland collector, pvtn/o s 

7 

VG8 

Chapman 'Alvord' 6/1 924: 80 $13.25 - W. C. McCaw - Thomas Elder 


11/1930:2120 - B. Max Mehl W. W. Neil* 6/1 947: 2213 - Stack's 
'Brobston* FPL 1963 $1 ,500. - A. Buel Hinman - Paramount 
'Century' 4:1 965: 67 - Jess Peters 9/1 977: 579 $2,600. - Bill 
Grayson - Robert L. Hughes Enterprises 'Pacific' 2/1978:36 - 
Richard Bilancia $7,500. - Ohio collector, 


S' 

VG8 

Bob Faust - Kagin's 269th sale 3/1967:12 - present whereabouts unknown. 

9 

VG8 

'Suitcase' Foster - New Jersey collector. 


/d 

VG8 

W. K. Raymond - Hanson - New York collector. Pfr&T'Ri&n 
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As of this writing, there are 25 specimens known to us."At tIras “there 
seems to be an almost hysterical demand for this variety. The price listing in the 
t C ^an y G b U ;C 00k<RED 3 ° OK) iS 35001 —price which‘e^arnples^ 






















1802 C-2 


1 

EF40 

Parmalee: 803 - Ropes collection - T.L.Elder 'Mougey' 9/1910:294 - 
Chapman ’Jackman' 866 - Wayte Raymond - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

l- 

VF30 ■ 

Stack's 'Holmes' 10/1960:1290 $300. - Stack's 'Brobston' FPL 1963 
$675. - Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969:13 $700. - Anthony 

Terranova - Midwest collector. R 7 

3 

VF30 

Walter Breen - California collector. 

y 

VF30 - 

Hesslein 'Miller' 4/1 91 6: 508 - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New 

Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:283 $130. - Delaware collector. 

i 

VF25 

Hugh Campbell - Del Bland - NERCG sale 11/1973 - Maryland collector. * 

c 

VF25 

Newark collector. t$ 4 n> c ■■ ,7 

7 

VF25 

R. Tettenhorst - Jim McGuigan - Illinois collector, t **.,.*.„ 

f 

VF20 

Showers - Midwest collector - California collector. s. (. * -4 

? 

VF20 

Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1067 $67.50 - Willard C . Blaisdell 
- Del Bland - W. K. Raymond - Midwest collector, h 7 

/e> 

VF20 , 

James Braunworth - Stack's 1 /I 981: 2 $1 ,600. - Anthony Terranova - 

Jim McGuigan - Michigan collector. u> 

// 

VF20 

California collector. ^ ^ % 
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There are a number of specimens which are worthy of mention. A 
California collector owns an example with VF30 sharpness.' However, the 
planchet had a crack through the E of LIBERTY which was subsequently (and 
expertly) repaired. The work is very difficult to detect and the general appear¬ 
ance of the piece is that it is one of the finest known. A Georgia collector owns 
a rusted die example which is also of VF30 sharpness, but with smoothed 
obverse fields. The obverse still has rust pit marks in the area of LIBERTY 
and the date, however; and the reverse has the usual weak center and rust pit 
marks throughout the legend and wreath areas. 

A number of specimens which are graded FI 5 have been touted as high as 
VF30. This variety continues to be sought in EF40 and above. We have heard 
rumors of an AU50 specimen, but (to date) the coin has failed to appear for 
examination. 
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MS65 Plunket - Bland - California collector U ^ _______ 

MS60+ DCJ collection - Midwest collector _____ 

MS60 Delaware collector 

Unc? - Dupont: 1070 $20 - to bidder P.M. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Unc’ Miller 4/17: 1036 - Wayte Raymond - Walter Breen - California collector WW 

Unc’ T. James Clarke sale by Kosoff 4/56: 452 $70 - present whereabouts unknown 

AU55 Miles: 14 Stack's 4/69 $185 - ? - Stack's 5/79: 15 $650 where mis-attributed 

as Gilbert 3 - W.K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown 
AU55 Brobston FPL Stack's 1963 - Merkin 3/68: 107 $260 - Type collector l <■ ? 

AU55 J.J. Teaparty - Pennsylvania collector 
AU55 H. Campbell - California collector 
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Hlere are a number of examples which represent a very late die state - reverse 
?n a fh^ the ° buerse shcws a sta te. TWO of these could be considered 

the^bieS 41 6X06131 that the y tave a vety 'nushy' appearanoe, particularly on 
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1803 02 


EF45 Brobston FPL - S howers - Midwest oollector ^Z__ 

VF30 J. Beymer at 1977 ANA bourse - R. Gross - Michigan collector iff. 

~3 VF25 D. Frederick - S. Ungar - Maryland collector (Bremen reverse) 

VF20 Showers - Midwest collector (Broken reverse) r r 

r VF20 C. Hollins - R. Gross - California collector u_tj ___ 

~ VF 20 Maryland collector - "pTg __ _ _ _ . .. 

7 VF20 Alvord: 93 - H. Ryder - W. Raymond 11/45: 17 - W. Raymond 2/47: 50 - 

Colvin: 1331 $22 - W. Breen - California collector hhn?**) _ 

FI5 Pennsylvania collector (pr. - r< ^ 

FI5 Connecticut collector (par tuoi- b rokon r e vers e) • •• • 

■J, -F15— Dupontr 1071 $3!T-"Dr BSI55n - Stack's "3£enoe" sale 3/75: ' U29TJWT=- 

R. Gross - Michigan collector (Broken reverse) 
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1803 C-3 


MS65 Showers - Midwest collector 




~l -MSG5 Fran a Stack's sale - W.K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown 

3 Ms 60+ Manfra, Tordella & Brooks 3/76 - Bland - W.J. Carmel - Bland - California dealer 

MS60 r. D. Munde - Maryland collector ____ 


MS60 Bolender - California collector ^ vJ 

“ 1072 $45 - D. Nelson 


MS60 V. Brand - Dupont: 1072 $45 - D. Nelson - Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: 828 
$1,000 - RAROOA - J.E. Braunworth - Stack's 4/81 sale: 5 $2,000 - present 
whereabouts unknown 


MS60 Brobston FPL - New York collector 
Unc? W. Breen - California collector 
~ MIS5 Alvord sale by S.H. Chapmen 6/24: 88 $12' 


/t> 


__^__ ... H. Ryder - New Netherlands sale 

_ 1 / 54 : 284 $26 - Tan Wass - New Jersey collector ;c wc«ou.^rrf2 

AU55 R. Gross - Michigan collector uj.c tef 


®) (VO c f& jadb. 

Q) su 2 U r ~i<*\ * 1 _ 
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There are four specimens in grade M50 known to us and these include the 
Superior 6/81: 6 coin which was carelessly attributed as a C-l; the New Netherlands 

6/70: 115; a reported specimen in a Delaware collection and the specimen listed on 

W.K. Raymond's FPL of 8/77. 






















1803 C-4 


/ MS60 Brobston FPL - Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 106 $420 - California 

_jaU egto r,_j±^»jl___________ 

AU55 Showers - Midwest collector P ~r_ 

EF45 DCJ collection - Midwest collector (has scratch on obverse) R T 
EF40 Alvord: 81 $7.75 - Henry Chapman - Dupont sale: 1069 $100 - D. Nelson - 
Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: Lot 827 $550 RARCQA 1/78: 3 J. Braunworth 

Stack's sale 1/81: 3 $1,000 - present whereabouts unknown 

EF40 Stack's Nate Smith sale 3/73: 39 $220 - Maryland collector 
EF40 Williams sale by Kosoff 11/50: 695 $15 - present whereabouts unknown 

EF? W. Breen - G. Jen Hanson - Long Island collector 
VF35 W.K. Raymond - Midwest collection n~r 
r ; VF 35 Stack's store stock 5/82 - Pennsylvania collector jac/o 

/0 VF 35 Stack's Robison sale 2/82: 321 $480 - Connecticut collector (coin is double- 

struck) 6. ee emote 


4 i\ l. \)^ 


This variety struck in 1805 is sometimes very difficult to grade as the obverse 
die is quite worn after its 1803 use for varieties #1 and #2. The first use of the 
reverse die is with this combination, but it is damaged by clashing, making the center 
weak even on high grade coins. 
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1804 C-l 


/ Unc? Alvord 6/24: 106 $10 - Ryder - W. Raymond 11/45: 22 - Brobston FPL - 

Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 112 $520 - California collector h 

ALJ55 Showers - Midwest collector r r 
2 AU50 H. Canpbell - California collector \aj 

V AU50 Hazelcom - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector pn-Qro 

S EF40 Paramount 5/69: 489 - G. Wrubel - W.K. Raymond - Pennsylvania collector^/?"> ZIZ 

<, EF40 Williams sale 11/50: 708 $5 (mis-attributed as Gilbert-5) - New Jersey collector 

7 EF40 w. Breen - G. Jen Hanson - R.D. Munde - Maryland collector ^ 
g EF40 Donald Partrick - Stack's sale 5/75: 514 $240 - J.E. Braunworth - Stack's 

sale 1/81: 11 $450 - Ron Guth - New Jersey collector 

? EF40 Bland - California collector u^'uj 

to VF35 Connecticut collector 

VF35 W.K. Raymond - R.S. Cohen (1972) - R. Tettenhorst - w.K. Raymond - R.S. Cohen 
(1976) - EAC 1980 sale: 55 $300 (as VF30) - present whe reabo uts unknown. 
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1804 02 


FI 2 
VG8 


Itm Werner (at 1971 ANA convention as a Gilbert-10) - Bland-W.K. Raymond - 
Midwest collector g 'f_ 


G6 

G6 


G6 


G4 

AG3 


Mictwesu : - - . ^ .. . 

WK Raymond *R. Itettenhorst - W.K. Raymond - California collector ^ 

S* Ungar - Maryland collector (with obverse cud) 

3 \ pettew - W.K. Raymond - G. Jen Hanson - Lang Island collector f 
Virginia collector (with obverse cud) 

Loring - Pennsylvania collec tor ____ 

■ Michigan collector IZ.a, £ e* _ _____ 

Silberman - Loring - J.R. McGuigan - Virginia collector (with obverse cud) - - 
■ Missouri collector (with obverse cud) R f 


G5_ R. Gross 


Hazelcom - G. Jon Hanson - W.K. Raymond 
Maryland collector rx re. 


G. Jon Hanson - R.D. Munde - 
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s-* . it . . f . 
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This is a complete listing of the known specimens as of this writing. The 
Hanson listing of ownership appearing in Walter Breen's book has a discrepany over 
the ownership of the G6 J. Rettew and the Fr2 Hazelcom specimens. In Hanson's 
listing, the Rettew specimen is listed as going to R.D. Munde. However, the specimen 
from the Munde collection was in a envelope which was marked "Discovery specimen, 
ex New York coin dealer." The writing on the envelope is Mr. Hanson's! Perhaps 
Mr. Hanson will provide an explanation. 






























1804 C-3 
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The December, 1953 issue of TOE NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK magazine contained an 
article by Walter Breen on half cents. In this article, the discovery of new var¬ 
ieties since the publication of Gilbert's book in 1916 were listed. Included was 
a new 1804 described as having the obverse of Gilbert-6 and the reverse of Gilbert- 
10. The specimen so described has been obtai n ed by Breen at the then recent MANA 
convention from Mr. Holmes Cessna of Cumberland, Maryland. 

In 1971, prior to the publication of AMERICAN HALF CENTS, there was considerable 
discussion between Ray Monde, Paul Munson, and me as to whether or not to include 
this single example as a separate variety. This exartple seemed to exhibit an earlier 
die state on the reverse than on the then known Gilbert-10 (C-4). Paul Munson's 
position was, that regardless of where the striking fit into the emission sequence, 
the dies used were the same ones which were used for the die combination of the then 
known Gilbert-11 (C-5). Therefore, the coin was merely an early die state of that 
variety prior to the die injuries which resulted in the spiked chin obverse. Both 
Ray Munde and I believed, that rather than ignoring the 18 year old "legend” that a 
separate die variety existed, it would be better to list it and see hew other collector 
would react. As of this writing, the consensus of opinion is that Paul Munson's 
original position was correct. However, there is one major problem in that all known 
soecimens as of now are very worn. There are 3 specimens to be considered - I count 
them as only 2% examples due to the controversial nature of one specimen. 

tXn, HtirL 

The 1953 specimen currently in a California collection can be graded G4 if one 
overlooks the fact that the reverse fraction area has been obliterated due to wear. 

The reverse appears to be an earlier state of the die before its use for either strik¬ 
ing C-4 or C-5. The obverse has a scratch-like line following the right profile of 
Liberty's bust. There are no indications of any of the later die injuries Which show 
on the spiked chin state. - <*&*> o v CTH U? So* 

The second specimen is currently in this writer's collection and was obtained 
from W.K. Raymond in 1972. He had acquired it from G. Jon Hanson. The coin is 
graded AG3. The area of the spiked chin is so corroded as to make it impossible to 
determine if the die injuries were ever present. The reverse has less wear than the 
1953 specimen and is the same early die state. I count this coin as a half specimen 
due to the obverse damage. 

The third specimen was identified by Denis Loring in November, 1974 and tie sent 
the coin to this writer-for verification. The coin subsequently was sold or traded 
to W.K. Raymond and is now the property of a Midwest collector. This coin grades 
VG7 overall and is similar to the 1953 specimen. A scratch-like line follows the 
right outline of Liberty's bust but is plainer. The reverse is similar to the other 
specimens in that is exhibits an early die state. The fraction area can be seen 
clearly on this example. 

Again, it is my opinion that the consensus of opinion by collectors whether 
to recognize or ignore these three examples as a variety or merely as an early state 
of C-5 should govern. The discovery of an example in VF or higher condition would 
go a long way in resolving this puzzle. 
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1804 C-4 
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EF40' 

VF25 

Brobston FPL by Stack's 1/63 - Willard Blaisdell - present whereabouts unknown. 
Stack's store stock 12/81 - Connecticut collector 

_i_ 

_L_ 

VF20 

VF20 

DCJ collection - R. Tettenhorst - W.R. Weber - Midwest collector ay 

Ken Pines - Pennsylvania collector 

_ £ 

VF20 

J.R. McGuigan - Michigan collector (^ 

t- 

VF20 

Ken Pines- R. Gross - Michigan collector G ue£ 

7 

VF? 

California collector Hwsct* 

£ 

F15 

Eaton - Dupont Sale 11/54: 1074 $100 - bidder B.F. - Showers - R. Tettenhorst 

California collector 

_2__ 

F15 

C. Goodridge - California collector u^ C o 

/* 

F15 

Walter Breen - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector /> 4 * 7 *, CK 

// 

F15 

Illinois collector 1aJ , 0 ^ k 


* £ A * fc . iLsl S 
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.Zjfig_ ""Egg g/ fV __ 

5/££ r P +itK*'fi (iifr) «r Ifit- f a AO/g QVw )& 60 i»f*b 
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Itiere are six specimens of this variety which grade F12. In the range of VG7 
to VG10, another eleven examples are now known. The variety is now clearly an R5 
in the mid-range, with about 50 examples known. 
















































1804 C-5 


/ MS60 ,, C6in Galleries 2/77: 457 (pictured as lot 453) $525 - Maryland collector fiS'c, 



i 

MS60 

Walter Breen - California collector h o+tfa ^ 



3 

AU55 

Delaware collector fier/t/m. 



V 

AU50 

St. Clair Coin Co. - Pennsylvania collector 



5 

EF45 

1964 ANA bourse - G. Jon Hanson - W.K. Raymond - G. Jen Hanson - R.D. Munde - 
Maryland collector 



<e 

EF40 

Showers - Midwest collector a t 



7 

EF40 

D. Loring - Virginia collector Rsc. — 7 > ■>/* • / v AO 



Sr 

EF40 

Newark collector (AU sharpness, cleaned and re-toned). / (3*o,<zh eri*.o-? 


'- 

—2— 
fo 

EF40 

EF40 

Merkin sale 3/68: 116 $115 - present whereabouts unknown. 

George Massamore 4/1883 - T. Harrison Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 
Stack's 3/76; 7 $300 - James Braunworth - Stack's 1/81: 19 $460 - Illinois 





collector .n/Jo - , 



/f 

VF35 

W.W. Neil sale 6/47: 2226 $8.50 - Willard Blaisdell - Bland - W.K. Raymond 

- R.S. Cohen - New Jersey collector yucri-t-. 
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\ • 1804 C-6 


UNC-6'5 DCJ collection - Midwest collector 

Gilbert State (GS)-"9", Breen State (BS)-XIV 

UNC-65 H. Chapman 6/12 "Earle:” 3621, $1.70 - Hillyer Ryder 

- Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 6/54 44th sale: 286, 
$32.50 - Brobston FPL 1963, $225.- present owner unknown 
GS-8, BS-XIII 

UNC-60 Brobston FPL (1963) $200 - Present owner unknown 
GS- none, BS I 

UNC-60 S.M. Koeppel (Los Angeles dealer) - W. Breen - 

Hill William collector (plated in Breen book for 
variety) GS-1, BS-III 

UNC-60 D.N. Bland (1972) - Maryland collector (plated in 
Cohen 2nd edition as "early die state") GS-2, 

BS-VI 


AUNC-55 Showers - Midwest collector. GS-8, BS-XIII 

AUNC-55 California dealer/collector (plated in Breen book) 
GS-"9", BS-XIV 


AUNC-55 

AUNC-55 

AUNC-55 

AUNC-55 


Long Island collector (plated in Breen book) 
GS-8, BS-XIII oM 


)</ai 


Author Collector. 




Martin Levy (1979 
GS-"9", BS-XIV 

Donald G. Partrick - Stacks 5/75 sale: 517, $310 
present owner unknowiw^ GS-"9", BS-XIV 

'-' N » . S'""** 

Coin Galleries 11/85; 14918,^GS-2, BS 8 earruxr*^ $ 3ZX ~£[1 


This variety is an excellent point to put forth some - 

observations in regard to die states. In Gilberts 1916 work (p. 25, 
original printing) there is a discusion of cracks and breaks for this 
variety. The 1st listing is for an encircling crack.fhe 2nd through 
8th lisitng£concern the various rim breaks. Over the years collectors 
have noted that the Gilbert descriptions are only of a general nature. 
There are various stages of the die deterioration which can be 
identified so as to create even more die states. Tom Katman 
published an article "Penny-Wise" (vol. VIII no. 2, March 15, 1974 
p.p. 65-66) where he set forth as states the various listings by 
Gilbert and adds three additional listings as states namely 0, 9, & 
10. The availability of this variety has made it so that other 
collectors and writers have expanded the states so that currently 
depending on minute differences there are 15,16,17 or 18 different 
states. 








bsv: 

-- mi 


The Breen book lists 16 separate states and illustrates 10 
separate coins. (There are 11 pairs of photographs but BS-VII and 
BS^III are illustrated by the same coin.) In numerous instances the 
illustrated differences are so minute that it is difficult to see the 
points of difference described in the text. 

The concept of die states has be£n expanded to virtually all 
half cent varieties and one can wonder Veather it will ever be 
possible to obtain a complete collection of die states for each 
variety. The absurdity of this concepts rests with the fact that as 
dies are used each striking results in damage to the die. In some 
cases the use of a 5000X microscope would be necessary and in some^-"' 
cases naked eye differences can be seen. With this premise the ''only 
complete half cent collection by die states would contain each half 
cent ever struck. Thus, one can not expect to have a complete 
collection by die state! However, those differences which are readily 
discernable are considered to be collectible. It is left to the 
individual collector to determine the degree of specialization he 
desires for his own enjoyment. This variety provides a good starting 
point for die states specialization. 
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Ou 


AUNC-50 

AUNC-50 

AUNC-50 

EF-40 

EF-40 


Harmer Rooke over the counter (1984) - 

Connecticut collector 

J.D. Wright (1982) - Pennsylvania collector 

P) 0 Th e (\ 

ANA Bourse 1976 - Georgia collector 

Bowers & Ruddy over the counter (1977) - W. K. 
Raymond - Ca lifo rnia collector, (plated in Breen 
as BS-VI) 

Stacks over the counter (1971) - Maryland 
collector (obverse plated in Cohen 1st edition, 
reverse plated in both the 1st and 2nd editions 
of Cohen) 



EF-40 Hill William collector (plated for variety in 

Breen book) 


VF-35 Midwest collector 

VF-35 Bowers & Ruddy 2/78:36, $360. - Califo-mia^ 

collector (plated in Cohen 2nd edition as early 
die state", and Breen book as BS-I) 

VF-35 Hill William collector 


VF-30 G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector (plated in 

Breen book as BS-VII) 


There are another 21 examples of this variety in the 
VF 20 to VF 30 range which are not listed. Since the 
publication of my .first edition in 1971, this variety has 
been attributed to™many previously unidentified coins. In 
1971 I knew of 20 examples. In December 1972 the variety 
became R-5 (31 examples known). Presently I estimate that at 
least 70 are identified. The variety should soon reach the 
R-4 level (76 - 200 known). 


This variety is also collected by die states. The 
first presentation of die states was published in Penny Wise 
by Tom Katman (vol IX July 15, 1975, p.169-170). To date 
thisjarticle has not been improved upon. Collectors are 
referred to it for full descriptions and illustrations. 
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UNC-65 

UNC-65 


UNC-65 

UNC-60 

UNC-60 

UNC-60 

UNC-60 
'y) UNC-60 





Hill William collector 

Hilyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond MBS ll/2§fj?45{£ $8.10 - 

Joseph Brobston - Stacks FPL 1963, $20 0. - Louis ___ 113>* 

Helfenstein - Lester Merkin sale 3/68 i' r $30(T - * 

W. K. Raymond - G. Jon Hanson - R. D. Munde (1972)** 

Maryland collector 

(plated in Cohen 2nd edition) 

Stacks, M.A. Holmes sale 10/60: 1300, $125. - 
New York collector 

Long Island collector 

(plated in Breen book aG SSIH r) 1 

Hugh Campbell - D. N. Bland (1973) - W. K. Raymond - 

M i -d w e9 t — collec ttyT (p lated - in B r een book a s ~BS - III « ) (ft* y- Btr PQwV/aoS 

ANA Convention Bourse 1970 - W. K. Raymond - 
Midwest collector (plated in Breen book as BSIII) 

£ 

California collector 


Stacks Essex Institute sale 2/75: 89, $600 
Rarcoa's Rockford sale 1/78: 4, $375 


J. E. Braunworth - Stacks 1/81 sale:^$1,400. 
present owner unknown 

AUNC-55 Stacks 5/75 sale: 515, $210 - present owner unknown 




Stacks 3/75 sale: 832, $525 - City collector 


There are another 10 examples which grade in the 
range of AUNC 50 to AUNC 55 which are not listed.^ These coins 
include the Brobston FPL 1963, the Showers specimen, one in 
^Syperior sale of 6/1981: the Stacks sale of 12/1983. and 
^"another Superior sale of 9/1985: 133. X. 
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THS TOP TSN 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

At the conclusion of the preceding installment of this series, it was my 
intention to update and correct some typographical errors on the series from 
1793 to 13C2. The recent release of the new Breen half cent book has new caused 
this work to befdelayed.} 

At the recent ANA convention, Walter Breen had (printed signatures)of hie 
book arranged in a cover so that I could glance through his text. Walter teld 
me that all Condition Census information in his book had been prepared by 0. Jen 
Hanson of California, Mr. Hanson has not been a contributor to my own series 
of articles. However, there appears to be^coneiderable duplication of many coins 
as well as a number of differences which hopefully will be resolved in the future. 

For this Installment, therefore, the varieties covered will be the four 
varieties dated 1803 and the first five varieties dated 1801*, including the de¬ 
listed variety #3. 

The contributors to this installment include tbos«/li8ted previously^plus 
Joe Kam, Bob Yuell, Frank Wilkinson, Steve Lund, Gene Braig, Carvin Goodridge, 
and Den Valsnsiano, Jr. 


5-T 1803 C-l 

MS65 Plunk*t - Bland - California collector. 

MS60+ DCJ collection - Midwest collector. 

MSoO Delaware collector 

Unc? Dupontt 1070 $20. - to bidder F.M. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Unc? Miller 1*/17* 1036 - Way te Raymond - Walter Breen - California collector. 

Unc? T.James Clarke sale by Koseff U/$6t 1*52 $70. - present whereabouts unknown. 
AU$5 Miles t 11 Stack's l*/69 $18$. - ? Stack's 5/79 ? 1$ $650- where mis-attributed 
as Gilbert 311 - V.K.Raymond - present whereabouts unknown. 

AU55 Brobston FPL Stack's 1963 - Merkin 3/68 t 107 $260. - Type collector. 

AD55 J.J.Teaparty - Pennsylvania collector. 

AU$5 H. Campbell - California collector. 

There are sjgumber of examples which7a#e}a very late die 3tate - reverse 
cracks join, and'^Jcioverse sh<mrs a rusted state. Two of these could be considered 
in Unc. condition except that they have a very ’mushy' appearance, particularly 

on the obveree. 


1803 C-2 

XPu$ Brobeten FPL - Showers - Midwest collector. 

7F30 J.Baymer at 1977 ANA bourse - R. Grees - Michigan collector. 

VF25 D. Frederick - S. Ungar - Maryland collector. (Broken reverse) 

VF20 Showers - Midwest collector. (Broken reverse) 

VF20 C. Hollins - R. Gross - California collector. 

TWO Maryland collector. 

FF2C A Ivor d x 93 - H. larder - W. Raymond 11/1*5 1 17 - V. Raymond 2/1*7* 30 - 
Colvin* 1331 $22. - W. Breen - Califoroia collector. 

F15 Penneylvania collector. 

F15 Connecticut collector (partial broken reverse) 

F15 Dupont* 1071 $35. - D. fcloon - Eyck's * Spence" sals 3/75* 329 $360. 
- H. Gross - Michigan collector. (Broken reverse) 




HS65 Showers - Midwest collector. 

K&65 From a Stack's sale - W.I.Raymond - present whena': outs unknown. 

MB60+ Manfra, Tordella & Brooks 3/76 - Bland - W.J.C:r»el - Bland - 
California dealer. 

KS60 R.D.Monde - Maryland collector. 

MB6C Bolender - California collector. 

KS60 7-Praftd - Dupont: 1072 $65. - D. <elson - Stack'* "Spence" sale 3/75* 

828 $1,000. - RARCGA - J.E.Braun orth - Stack's ‘781 sale: 5 $2,000. 

- present whereabouts unknown. 

MS60 Brobeton FPL - Msw York collector. 

Dnct VI. Ifr-een - California collector. 

AU$5 Alvord sale by S.H.Chapman 6/2U* 88 $12. - H. Rfder - hec Netherlands 

sale 1/56* 281: $26. - Tcm Vase - New Jeroej collector. 

AU55 R* Cross - Michigan collector 

There are four specimens in grade AU$0 known o u* aid :Lnclvde the Superior 
6/81 * 6 coin which was carelessly attributed as a C-llj tae'rtew letherlands 6/70: 
1151 a reported specimen in a Delaware collection and tKe sneci: nn listed on 
W.K.Raymond's FPL of 8/77. 


1803 C-6 

MS60 Brobston FPL - Louis KeLfenstein - Merkin , ale 3/68* 10) $620. - 

California collector. 

AU55 Showers - Midwest collector 

MFUS DCJ collection - Midwest collector, (has s:ratch on r v /erse) 

EF6G Alvordi 8l $7.15 - Henry Chapman - Dupont sale: 10(9 $100. - D. Nelson 

- Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75* $550. - RARCOi 1/78: .» - J. Braunworth - 
Stack's sale 1/81: J $1,000. - present whereabouts unknown. 

IFUO Stack's Nate Stoith sale 3/73* 39 #220. - Maryland collector. 

EF60 Williams sale by Kosoff 11 >^>Oj, 695 $15. - present w’iereabouts unknown. 

S’? W, Breen - G.Jon Haneon p Long Island collector. 

VP3$ W.K.Raymond - Midwest collection. 

V?3$ Stack's store stock 5/82 - Pennsylvania col ector 

VF35 Stack's Robison sale 2/82* 321 $680. - Comecticut jnllector (coim 

is double-struck) 

This striking in 1805 is sometimes very difficult t-) grade as the obverse 
die ie quite worn after its 1803 use. The first uss of the reverse die is with 
the combination, but it is damaged by clashing, making tbs center weak even on 
high grade coins. 

1806 C-l 

Unc? Alvord 6/26* 106 $10. - Ryder - W. Raymond 11/6$* 22 - Brobston FPL - 
Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 112 $5-0. - California collector. 

AU55 Ihtwers - Midwest collector. 

AU50 H. Campbell - California collecyor. 

A050 Hazelcorn - Q r Jon Hanson - L^ng Island collet tor 

IFljO Paramount 5/69» 689 - 0. Wrubel - W.K.Raymond - Pennsylvania collector. 

, SFiiO Williams sale 11/50: 708 $5. (mis-attributed .is a Gilbert-5) - New Jersey 
collector. 

RFliO W. Breen - G.Jon Hanson - R.D.Monde - Maryland collector. 

XFlfi Donald Partrick - Stack's sale 5/75* 516 $260. - J.E.Braunworth - Stack's 
sale l/Bl* 11 $650. - Ron Quth - New Jersey collector. 





*Fl40 
VF35 
VF35 


F15 

F12 

vod 

06 

06 

06 

G5 

Oil 

AG3 

Fr2 


Bland - California collector. 

Connecticut collector. 

V.K.Raymond - R.S.Cohen (1972) - R. Tettenhorts - W.K Raymond - 
R.S.Cohen (1976) - EAC 1980 sale: 55 $300. (as VF30) - present 

whereabouts unknown. 


I 8 OI 4 C-2 


Tan Werner (at 1971 ANA convention as a Gilbert-10) - Bland - W.K. 
Raymond - Midwest collector. 

W.K.Raymond - R. Tettenhorst - W.K .Raymond - California collector. 
S. Ungar - Maryland collector (with obverse cud). 

J. Rettew - W.K.Raymond - 0 . Jon Hanson - Long Island collector. 
Virginia collector ( with obverse cud). 

Loring - Pennsylvania collector. 

R. Gross - Michigan collector. 


Silberman - Loring - J.R.McGuigan - Virginia collector (with obverse cud). 
Luebke - Missouri collector (with obverse cud). 

Hazelcom - G.Jen Hanson - W.K.Raymond - Q.Jon Hanson - R.D.Munde - 
Maryland collector. 


tv. „ Thi ® * ^ oni P lete listing of the known specimens as of this writing. 

The Hanson listing of ownership appearing in Walter Breen's book has a discrep¬ 
ancy over the ownership of the G 6 J. Rettew and the Fr2 Hazelcom specimens. 

In Hanson's listing, the Rettew specimen is listed as going to R.D.Munde. 

However, the specimen from the tends collection was in an envelope which was 
*™ d Discovery specimen, ex New fork coin dealer”. The writing on the envelope 
Is Mr. Hanson's. Perhaps Mr. Hanson will provide an explanation. 

180L C-3 

The December, 1953 issue of THE NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK magazine contained 
an article by Waiter Breen on half cents. In this article, the discovery of 
new varieties since the publication of Gilbert's book in 1916 were listed. 
Included was a new I 8 OJ 4 described as having the obverse of Gilbert -6 and the 
reverse pf Gilbert-10. The specimen so described had oeen obtained by Breen 
at the then recent MANA convention from Mr. Holmes Cessna of Cumberland. 

Maryland. 1 


t Prior to the publication of AMERICAN HALF CENTS, there was con¬ 

siderable discussion between Ray l^nde, Paul Muneon, and me as to whether Pr not to 
thi8 example as a separate variety. This example seemed to 

\ earlier die state on the reverse than on the then known Gilbert -10 
IC-p;. Paul tenson's position was^that regardless of where the striking fit 
into the oaiSsian sequence, the dies used were the same ones which were used for 
the die conbination on the then known Gilbert-11 (C-$). Therefore, the coin 
was n*rely an early die state of that variaty prior to the die injuries which 
resulted in the spiked chin obverse. Both Ray tends and I believed,that rather 

th ? 1 ? 4 7 !* r ° ld *^** end " that a separate die variety existed, it 
would be better to liet it and see how other collectors would react. As of 
this writing, the consensus of opinion is that Paul tenson'e original position 
was correct. However, there is one major problem in that all known specimens 
ar * ! ery worn : Ther « are 3 specimens to be considered - I count 


due to the controversial nature of one specimen. 


1* 


- 




The 1953 specimen currently in a California collection can be graded Gha-xr*^X~i^ 
-tT the fact that the reverse fraction has been obliterated due to wear, la . & «e r - 

tosfcjM. The reverse appears to be an earlier state of the die before its use 

foe*either C-l* or C-$. The obverse has a scratch-like line following the right 
jfprofile of Liberty's bust. There are no indications of any of the later die 
injuries which show on the spiked chin state. 

iy, (LwL 

The second specimen currently in this writer's collection was obtained from 
W.K.Raymond in 1972. H*Thad acquired it from G. Jon Hanson. The coin is graded 

AG3. The area of the spiked chin is so corroded as to make it impossible to 

determine if the die injuries were ever present. The reverse is less worn then 

the 1953 specimen and is the same early die state. I count this coin as a half 

specimen due to the obverse damage. 

The third specimen was identified by Denis Loring in November, 1971* and he 
sent the coin to this writer for verification. The coin subsequently was sold 
or traded to W.K.Raymond and is now the property of a Midwest collector. This 
coin grades VG7 overall and is similar to the 1953 specimen. A scratch-like 
line Jfollows the right outline of Liberty's bust but is plainer. The reverse 
is similar to the other specimens in that it exhibits an early die state. The 

fraction area can be seen clearly on this example. 

Again, it is my opinion that the concensus of opinion by collectors whether 
to recognize or ignore these three examples as a variety or merely as an early 
state of C-5 should govern.^The discovry of an example in VF or higher con¬ 
dition would go a long way to resolvei^his puzzle. 

1601* C-l* 

EFi*0 Brobston FPL by Stack's 1/63 - Willard Blaiscell- present whereabouts 
unknown. 

VF25 Stack's store stock 12/81 - Connecticut collector. 

VF20 DCJ collection - R. Tettenhorst - W.R.Weber - Midwest collector. 

VF20 Ken Pines - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF20 J.R.McGuigan - Michigan collector. 

VF20 Ken Pines - R. Gross - Michigan collector. 

VF? California collector. 

F15 Baton - Dupont sale 11/51*: 1071* $100. - bidder B.F. - Showers - 

R. Tettenhorst - California collector. 

F15 C.Goodrldge - California collector. 

F15 Walter Breen - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector. 

F15 Illinois collector. 

There are six specimens of this variety which grade F12. In the range of 
VG7 to V010, another eleven examples are now known. The variety is now clearly 
an R5 in the mid-range, with about 50 examples known. 

1601* C-5 

MS60 Coin Galleries 2/77: 1*57 (pictured as lot 1*53) $525• - Maryland collector. 

MS60 Walter Breen - California collector. 

AU55 Delaware collector. 

AU50 St. Clair Coin Co. - Pennsylvania collector. 

BF1*5 1961* ANA bourse - G.Jon Hanson - W.K.Raymond - G.Jon Hanson - R.D.Munde- 

Maryland collector. 

KFl*0 Showers - Midwest collector. 

!F1*C D. Loring - Virginia collector. 

EFUO Newark collector (AU sharpness, cleaned and re-toned). 



Merkin sale 3/68: 116 $115. - present whereabouts unknewr. 

3W George Maseamcre u/1883 - T. Harrison Garbett - Johns Hopkins 
Stack s 3/76i 7 $300. - James Braunworth - Stack's 1/81: 19 

Illinois collector. 

VK35 W.W.Neil sale 6/67: 2226 $8.50 - Willard Blaisdell - Bland - 
- R.S.Cohen - New Jersey collector. 


University - 
$660. - 


W.K.Raymond 


(To be continued) 
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WARREN A. LAPP. M.D.. F.A.C.S. 


6505 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27609 


September 26, 1981» 


Dear Roger: 

I have received your copy of THE TOP TEN for the November P-W 
and thank you very much for it. It’s beautiful. I found I 4 mistakes 
in the typing, but I suppose Mama Mimeo averages about that rate too, 
so will probably publish the manuscript as you submitted it. 

In case you are wondering about the mistakes: 

Page 2, paragraph under 1803 C-3 - 'There are four speciment.' 

Page 2, paragraph under 1803 C-b - 'This variety' instead of 'This varity' 
Page 3> F12 - hyphen missing between Raymond-Tettenhorst , — 

Page ii• 2nd paragraph - 'consensus' instead of 'concensus' 

Typing up pages such as these represent is a tough job, and I can 
appreciate how easy it is to slip up occasionally. 

Thanks again, and tell your typist she does OK. 

Best to you. 


Sincerely, 




A. 
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the top ten 


Part 2 


(S> 

/7<?*/ _ fa,ti 'f'^r 
[}C>(/ JSJ^LC Ato.'i 

Ren Guth and Roger Cohen, Jr. 7 //^/^ 

In this, our second installment, we will continue with the first four varieties 
and sub-varieties of the 1794 half cents. The listings represent what the authors 
believe are the top ten condition specimens of each variety (or sub-variety). The 
rankings are based on personal observations, comparison of actual specimens, 
and input from reliable sources. What this listing does not represent is the final 
word. Rather, this remains flexible and, in fact, cries out for additional input. 

Special thanks go with this installment to Del Bland and Jim McGuigan for 
their assistance. Their additional, complementary information is greatly 
appreciated. Del is well-known for his meticulous and accurate note-taking. 

Jim has an ancient love for the half cents, and his magnificent collection will 
assure for him his place in half cent history. Both Del and Jim are well-known 
for their consistent and conservative grading. 

Other persons wishing to contribute to this effort are invited to contact either 
author, as follows: 

RON GUTH ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 

3504 First Avenue 4701 Sangamore Road 

Evansville, IN 47710 Bethesda, MD 20816 

1794 C-1 a 

AU55 Showers - Midwest collector. 

AU55 Cleaney: 1939 - Mills:l406 - Earle:360l - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:263, $220. - Delaware collector. 

AU50 Private collector, observed 2/1976. 

AU50 Blaisdell-Bland-Raymond-Jim Mackie-Bland-private collector. 

AU50 Stack’s "Cox” 4/1962:161, $660. - Auction ’80:1003-? 

AU50 Ed Hipps-Richard Shimkus-Pennsylvania collector. 

AU? John P. Lyman-S. H. Chapman 11/1913:532-? 

AU? Brobston-possibly the Showers coin listed above. 

EF45 Williams 11 /I 950:681 -Kosoff FPL 2 and 3/1 954:1 954-? 

EF45 Maryland collector. 

In addition to the above listed EF's, there are several more in the 40 and up 
range, some of which have been graded as high as Uncirculated in previous 
appearances! 

1794 C-1 b 

VF30 From Europe in May, 1983-private collector. 

VF20 1977 ANA bourse-Terranova-Gross-Maryland collector. 

FI 5 Raymond-Hanson-Munde-Cohen-Guth-Shimkus-Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 New Netherland’s stock-New Jersey collector. 

FI 2 ANA sale 1 977:140-California collector. 

FI 2 Alvord 6/1924:36, $3.-? Slight edge defect at 4 o'clock. 

VG10 Private collector. 

VG10 Colorado collector. 

VG8 1954 ANA sale:80-reportedly in a California collection. 

VG7 Metropolitan Coin ©mpany (ad in 1961 NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK)-? 

This variety has an interesting occurrence. At the ANA convention in 1977, 
three previously unknown examples appeared. The one in the auction was not 
identified as this variety. Two others were cherrypicked on the bourse floor! 
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1794 C-2a 


MS60 S. W. Freeman-Kreisberg/Shulman 5/1958:1036-? 

AU55 Brobston-Showers-Midwest collector 
AU55 Midwest collector 

AU50 Earle:3602-New Netherland’s 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:264, $125.- 
Delaware collector. This coin is plated in both Gilbert's and 
Cohen's second edition. 

AU50 New Netherland's 61st sale "Dr. Angus C. Black" 6/1972:112, $575.-? 

EF40 Stack's "Essex" 2/1975:75, $675.-California collector 

EF40 Parsons-H. Chapmen 6/1 914 : 1 937-Ryder-W. Raymond MB11 /I 945:4-? 

EF40 Maryland collector 

EF40 Stack's "Wolfson" 1963:2-? 

VF35 Stack's "Spring Sate" 4/1978:25, $2,000.-? Recolored long ago. 

In addition, in the New Netherland's 44th sale catalogue, an MS60 specimen 
is reported as being in the Garrett collection at Johns Hopkins University. Does 
anyone know of its present whereabouts? 

1794 C-2b 

EF45 Sartoris-Bland-Raymond-Califomia collector 

VG7 Alvord:25—? 

G6 Barry Saul-Raymond-Munde-Maryland collector 

G5 F. Lacheen-S. Q. West-Breen-Hanson-Maryland collector 

G5 Kane-Virginia collector 

G6 Capitol Coin Shop (around 1 970)-? 

G4 Gross-Raymond-New Jersey collector 

G? F. Creed-S. Q. West-Picker-? 

AG3 Wrubel-Michigan collector 

AG3 Fischer-Shimkus-McGuigan-Shimkus-Midwest collector 

The Alvord coin listed above is described in the catalogue as VG with eroded 
surfaces. There seem to be some errors in the catalogue. The coin plated as 
Lot 25 does not appear to fit the description of Lot 25, 26, or 27. Either the 
grading was ultraconservative or there was a typographical error in that VF was 
the intended grade. In the same sale. Lot 152, an 1811 4-star break graded Fine, 
would grade EF35-40 by today's standards! 

1794 C-3a 

AU55 Parmelee:696-Mills;1 401-S. H. Chapman-Henry Chapman 6/1907:1671- 
Virgil Brand-Florida collector-Superior Galleries "Bernard 
Turkus" 6/1 981:2-Midwest collector 
VF30 Williams:679-New Jersey collector 
VF25 Liedman-Ungar-Ivey-Maryland collector 
VF25 Beymer-California collector 
VF20 Colavita-Guth 
VF? Batchelder-S. Q. West-? 

FI 5 Kagin's 2/1 972:11 24-Munde-Maryland collector 
FI 5 McGuigan-Fischer-Shimkus-New Jersey collector 

FI 5 Fischer-McGuigan-Midwest collector-Illinois collector 

FI 2 G. Huston-Gross-Pennsylvania collector 

This variety, until recent years, was noted for its low "condition census". 

The Mills specimen had last appeared in 1907 and had been all but forgotten. 
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Noted collectors of the past usually had difficulty in obtaining this variety. 
Brobston's specimen was a ’coal black’ Good; the Ryder and Dupont sales lacked 
the variety. The Showers collection contained a C-4a in VF as its example of 
the C-3a. Either this was a mistake in attribution or Mr. Showers simply would 
not allow a low grade specimen in his collection. 

1794 C-3b 

FI 2 Gross-Maryland collector 
G4 California collector 

Only the two specimens are known at present. 

1794 C-4a 

MS63 Private collector-Pennsylvania collector. Possibly from a 1923 Elder sale. 
MS60 Col. Green-Kreisberg/Shulman 4/1959:868-Midwest collector 
MS? W ill iams:676- ? 

MS60 Alvord:22-? 

AU55 Brobston-Stack’s "Gardner" 2/1965:1110, $1 ,800.-California collector 
AU50 Merkin 3/1 968:95-private collector 

EF45 Elder "H. C. Miller" 4/1 917:1024-New Netherland's 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/1954:266, $ 62 . 50 -Bareford-Stack's "Autumn Sale" 
9/1978:499, $3,000.-Midwest collector-Rarcoa "Auction ’81" 
7/1981:29, $3,100.-private collector 
EF45 H. Campbell-Califomia collector 

EF40 New Netherland’s 59th sale 6/1 967:111 4-Stack's 9/1 975:5-Bowers & 

Ruddy Galleries 6/1978:678-? 

EF40 Showers collection-? 

In addition to the above EF40 coins, there are several others, possibly as 
many as five more. The MS60 Alvord coin listed above has previously been 
reported as having reappeared in the Dupont sale as Lot 1038. However, a check 
of the plates does not help, since Alvord:22 may or may not have been plated. 
Apparently Plate 20 in the Alvord sale should be Plate 22, since Lot 20 in that sale 
was only a black Very Fine and Plate 22 certainly appears to be better than that. 
Some argue that the coins in the sale were undergraded and if that were true, then 
perhaps the plate numbering jis correct. But if it is true, then there is an 
incredible UNC going around, possibly the first or the second coins in this listing. 
In any event, the Dupont:l038 coin is listed as ’almost Extremely Fine.. .Alvord 
specimen’. This creates further problems. The Dupont plate does not match the 
Alvord plate #20 (remember - VF was the grade on that lot) and it can’t be the 
Alvord:22 in Unc since it doesn't even approach that grade. Therefore, it appears 
that the plates in the Alvord sale were mis-numbered and that the Dupont:l038 is 
most likely the Alvord:20 which was never plated. The plate in the Alvord sale 
which is labelled #20 is most likely a plate of Lot 22. If so, then Alvord:22 may 
be either the second or third specimen listed above, but not the first, since the 
plates again do not match. Can anyone help? 

1794 C-4b 

FI 5 Hal Webber-Ken Goldman 1 0/1 973-Raymond-California collector 
VG10 Superior Stamp & Coin 6/1975:524 as "G-1 "-Doug Robbins, Inc.- 
Beymer-Raymond-Maryland collector 
VG8 Private collector-Guth-Shimkus-Pennsylvania collector 
Only the three are known. 

(To be continued.) 

************* 
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THE TOP TEN - Part 3 


\Jcl y.i /// ^ 

/>/j*/£3 

3oy - .? to 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr. and Ron Guth 

We're back again this issue of PENNY-WISE with the remainder of the 1794 
half cent issues and the first three varieties of the 1795's. My (RG) apologies 
for missing the last issue - between closing my business in Evansville, Indiana 
and moving to a new position in Lexington, Kentucky, I simply was unable to 
meet the deadline. We almost didn't make this one; and had we not, there would 
have been no excuse. (However, I would have been in real big trouble.) We'll 
keep this timely from now on. 

Jack Collins was kind enough to offer to us, for inclusion in this segment, 
the Condition Census information from Walter Breen's upcoming work on U.S. 

Half Cents. That information will serve to make this series virtually complete 
and we gratefully acknowledge Jack's offer. However, my promise, in return 
for the information, was not to include any previously unknown material in our 
effort until Breen's book had gone to print. In the absence of Jack's written 
acknowledgement of his having gone to press, we are forced to proceed without 
it. Hopefully, by the next issue, we can take care of the paperwork and offer you 
the most complete and accurate Condition Census information available today. 

Remember, this is an attempt to list the top ten condition specimens (where 
they exist!) of each half cent variety. The list is based on first-hand knowledge, 
auction records, reliable sources, and actual sightings and is considered as 
accurate as possible. It is meant to be a flexible guide to aid collectors, and 
one that can be changed as new, high condition specimens appear. As much as 
we'd like it to be, IT IS NOT THE FINAL WORD! 

Special thanks this issue go to our contributing editors Del Bland and Jim 
McGuigan. Their special efforts and knowledge are invaluable. Thanks, also, 
to the many collectors who have contributed bits and pieces to this effort - all 
of it helps! 


1794 C-5a 

AU55+ From Europe - Lester Merkin 3/1968:96 - Richard Picker - Allen 
Harriman (publisher of the 'Grey Sheet') - Superior Galleries 'Auction 
'83 7/1983:1514, $39,600. - Texas collector. Described as MS63 and 
'finest known' in the 1983 sale (the latter description being the more 
accurate). 

AU50 Geiss-Mehl 2/1947:272 — various dealer intermediaries between 
1972—1980 — Ohio collector. 

EF 7 ? Stack's 'Charles Jay' 10/1967:81 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF35 Bowers & Ruddy Fixed Price List (1 975) as 'AU, light brown' - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VF35 G. L. Tilden - Elder sale 6/1921 : 2229 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:265, $110. - Philip Showers collection, various 
intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

VF30 Jack Beymer - California collector. 

VF25 Williams 11/1950:680 - New Jersey collector. 

VF25 James Kelly 'Danner' 4/1959:1355 - California collector. 

VF25 Stack’s store stock - Maryland collector. 

VF25 1973 coin show cherry - New Jersey collector. 






1794 C-5b 


VF30 Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review #24 (Autumn, 1975) as 'superb, about 
unc.' at $1 ,495. - W.K. Raymond - California collector. 

VG10 A recent discover, sent to Ron Guth by ANACS to be authenticated and 
attributed. Detail of Fine, but with obverse and reverse damage. 

Present whereabouts unknown. 


1794 C-6a 

FI 5 Williams 11/1950:678 - Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

FI 2 Paramount 5/1970:1269, EF or so, but damaged and burnished. 

FI 2 Stack's 6/1 970: 802 - Maryland collector. 

FI2 Alvord 6/1924:28, $7.75 - Hugh Campbell - California collector. 

VG10 New Jersey collector. 

VG10 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11 /I 954:1037, $42.50 - Philip Showers - 
various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 

VG1 0 D. Frederick - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - Midwest collector - R. S. Cohen, Jr. 

Richard Shimkus - Chicago collector. 

VG10 James Kelly 9/1959:1354 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG8 Denis Loring - Ron Guth - Illinois collector. 

VG8 Stack's 'Robison' 2/1982:304, $1,050. - Connecticut collector. 
Sharpness of VF-EF, but pitted on the obverse. 

In addition to the above ten specimens, there are quite a few which might be 
worthy of inclusion. For example, Jim McGuigan currently owns the New 
Netherlands 57th sale specimen. To a 'detail' man, it misses the Census, but 
to the 'purist', it might be a more desirable coin than, say, the 'Robison' 
example. We try to present a balanced view. 


1794 C—6b 

FI 2 Lahrman-Kosoff 2/1963: 50 as 'Gilbert 7' - W. C. Blaisdell - Del 
Bland -W.K. Raymond - California collector. 


1794 C—7 


MS65 From Europe - Numismatics, Ltd. - Midwest collector. 

MS60 British museum. 

EF45 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector - 
California collector. 

EF40 Stack's 'Rawls' 6/1970:1086, $575. - Maryland collector. 

VF35 From Ireland - Spink & Son 9/1 982: 245 - Virginia collector - 
Pennsylvania collector. 

VF30 Parson - H. Chapman 6/1 914:1 939 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 
11/1945:1 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Harmer Rooke sale - Shimkus - Private collector. Re-colored. 

VF20 Stack's store stock around October, 1980 - present whereabouts unknown 
FI5-20 Illinois collector. 

FI 5 Stack’s Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1 963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - 
R. S. Cohen, Jr. — Jim McGuigan — Virginia collector. 


1794 C-8 


EF40 

EF40 

EF-? 


Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 
Kagin's 4/1963:1350 - present whereabouts unknown. 

Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Marvin Kantner - Stack's 
11/1968:450, $1 ,250. - private collector. 
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VF30 Reliably reported twice in 1974 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF20-15 Jack Beymer - John Bergman - California collector. 

VF20 H. Gibbs - New Jersey collector. 

VF20 Alvord 6/1 924:1 7 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 11/1 945: 2 - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

FI 5 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - 

Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 Myles Gerson - Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 Georgia collector. 

1794 C-9 

MS63 NASCA 7/1 980:1 067 - Steve Ivy Rare Coins - New York collector/dealer. 

MS60 Stack's 'Alto' 12/1970:514, $2,300. - present whereabouts unknown. 

MS60 ANA Sale 1973: 1676 (where mis-attributed as C-8) - Midwest collector. 

MS60 Elder 1923 - NE Pennsylvania collector - SE Pennsylvania collector - 
John Forman - Pennsylvania collector. 

MS60 Alvord 6/1 924:13 - present whereabouts unknown. 

AU55 Dr. J. Hewitt Judd - Lester Merkin 3/1968:94 - Richard Picker - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

AU50 Steinmetz Rare Coins - Amwest Numismatic Auctions 11/1 981: 91 as 
'MS60' - investor - recently offered by Steve Ivy Rare Coins (now 
Heritage Rare Coin Galleries - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF45 Stack’s 'R . T. Davis' 2/1 968: 2, $1 ,450. - 'R . B.' - Stack's 1 2/1 969: 

337, $800. - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF45 Joseph H. Spray - Stack's 4/1978: 24, $775. - Gene Braig - Jim 
McGuigan - California collector. 

1795 C-1 


MS65 

MS65 

MS60 

AU55 


S. H. & H. Chapman 'Mills' 4/1904:1407 - H. Chapman - Robert Garrett 
- John Work Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy 'Garrett' Part I 11/1979:3 - 
Stan Kesselman - private collector. 

Williams: 682 - Delaware collector. 

Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector. 
Elder 'Mougey': 289 - H. Chapman - Bement:4l6 - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

Rarcoa 8/1973 - Midwest collector - Julian Leidman - Rarcoa 'Auction 
'81' 7/1 981 :31 , $11 ,500. - present whereabouts unknown. 


Beyond the above coins, there are at least ten different specimens at the 
AU level and legions of EF's. To differentiate between them is meaningless; the 
1795 C-1 is not a condition rarity until it hits the Mint State level. 

1795 C-2a 

MS60 Midwest collector. 

MS-? Alvord 6/1924:44, $62. - present whereabouts unknown. 

AU50 Cleneay: 1941 - Mills: 1408 - David S. Wilson: 990 - Stack's Fixed 
Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - New York collector. 

AU50 Lester Merkin 3/1968:593 - present whereabouts unknown. 

AU50 Quality Sales 11/1972: 1 2 - Tony Terranova - Midwest collector. 

EF45 From England - Empire Coin Co. - Alan Weinberg - Del Bland - Dave 
Stagg III - Jack Beymer - private collection. 

EF40 Stack’s 'Anderson-Dupont' 11 /I 954:1 044, $75. - W. C. Blaisdell - 

Del Bland - W. K. Raymond - Jim Mackie - 1 978 ANA Sale: 90 - Leidman • 
present whereabouts unknown. 
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EF40 Alvord 6/1924:45, $16. - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 S. D. & H. Chapman 3/1883:361 - Stack's 'Garrett' 3/1976:4, $12.50. 

- Essex Numismatic Properties - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954: 
269, $42.50 - present whereabouts unknown. 

1795 C-2b 

AU50 Alvord 6/1924: 55, $80. - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 
6/1954:270, $650. - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF25 California collector. Sharpness of AU, but mutilated. 

FI 5 Commodore W. C. Eaton - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1045, 
$170. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:821 , $1 ,000. - 
Maryland collector. 

FI 2 B. Max Mehl 'Neil' 1947:2205 - Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 

1 963 - S. G. West - Tom Katman - Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 2 California collector. Double struck. 

F-? Tom Warfield collection (circa 1955) - present whereabouts unknown. 

F—? Tom Warfield (another specimen from the same period) - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VG10 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - Midwest collector 
VG7 F. S. Guggenheimer - Stack's 1/1 953:1 5 - New Jersey collector. 

VG7 Connecticut collector. 


The entire population of this variety is only 16 known specimens! 

1795 C-3 

VF35 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1046, $500. - Dorothy Nelson - 
Stack's 'Spence' 3/1975:820, $2,000. - California collector. 

EF40 Midwest collector. 

EF-? S. G. West (circa 1965) - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Stack's Fixed Price List 'Brobston' 1963 - Philip Showers collection - 
Midwest collector. 

VF20 Louis Helfenstein - Lester Merkin 3/1968:1 02 - Jon Hanson - Midwest 
collector - California collector. 

VF20 Midwest collector - California collector. 

VF-? Stack's store stock 8/1 964 - S. G. West - present whereabouts unknown 

FI 5 Ralph Pfau 5/1979 - present whereabouts unknown. 

FI 2 Private collector. 

FI 2 Maryland collector. 

NEXT ISSUE: The rest of the 1795's and both 1796's! 

************* 



Selling and Buying: Colonials, Half Cents, Large Cents and Literature 
pertaining to Early American Coppers. 

Especially need: Connecticut Coppers - Very Fine or better. 

N.J. Coppers - Choice Fine or better. 

Vermont Coppers - nice Fine or better. 

Fugio Cents by variety - Choice Fine or better. 

Send for free monthly list. 

HARRY J. RESCIGNO 
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Ron Guth and Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

Welcome to the latest installment of 'The Top Ten'. This issue will cover 
the finest known half cents of 1 795 (varieties C-4 through C-6b) and the two 
varieties of 1 796. Special thanks go to the following contributors for help with 
this series: 

Bill Weber Jim McGuigan 

William Bareford R. Tettenhorst 

Del Bland 

As of this writing, we still have not received written permission from Jack 
Collins to include additional material from the proposed book on half cents by 
Walter Breen. For those who are concerned with the possible impact of this 
missing information, let it be said that the material presented here is virtually 
complete, particularly in the modern arena (since 1950). What the Collins/ 

Breen information provides is mostly tangential tie-ins to the tum-of-the- 
century auction sales and fill-in information on a reportedly significant 
California collection. 

1795 C-4 

MS60 California collector. 

MS60 Showers - Midwest collector. 

AU50 Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1 969:594, $450. - California collector. 
AU50 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $700. - Stack’s "R.L. Miles" 
4/1969:5, $850. - Stack's 9/1975: $750. - ? - Pennsylvania collector. 

EF45 Illinois collector. 

EF40 Spink's "Carnegie" sale - Bowers & Merena Galleries "Marcus Brown" 
11/1983:2533, $1 ,900. - Ohio collector. 

EF40 Kagin's 304th sale 11/1974:3 - New England Rare Coin Galleries FPL #4 
(1975) - Pine Tree "Dr. Conway Bolt" 11/1975:1 - Pine Tree 1/1978:66 
- various intermediaries - Maryland collector. 

EF-? H. Chapman "Jenks" 12/1921 :6240 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/1954:271 , $40. - to bidder "LB". 

EF-? Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1 963 - ? Clipped planchet. 

EF40 Steve Fischer - California collector. 

The C-4 variety is often difficult to grade. The reverse broke and the obverse 
sank, resulting in central weakness on both the obverse and reverse. For more 
detailed information regarding this problem, see Roger Cohen's description in 
the second edition of AMERICAN HALF CENTS. 

1795 C-5a 

MS60 Williams 11/1950:696 - Delaware collector. 

AU50 Joseph H. Spray - Stack's "Spring Sale" 4/1978:26, $1 ,200. - Midwest 
collector. 

AU50 Illinois collector. 

AU50 Stack’s "Alto" 12/1970:515, $650. - ? 

EF45 Delaware collector. 
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EF40 A. H. Baldwin in London in November, 1946 - W. C. Blaisdell - 
California collector. 

EF40 New Netherlands 66th sale 7/1976:815 - New York dealer. 

EF40 Showers - Midwest collector. 

EF40 Stack's "Roper" 12/1983:433 - Pennsylvania dealer. 

EF40 Stack's store stock - J. E. Braunsworth - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
"ANA" sale 7/1981:1758, $2,400. - Pennsylvania collector. 

EF40 Stack’s FPL "Brobston" 1963, $300. - Stack's "R. L.Tollett" 

4/1971:2, $380. - Maryland collector. Plated in Cohen's first edition. 

1795 C-5b 

MS65 Dr. Conway Bolt - various intermediaries - Pennsylvania collector. 
Overstruck on a large cent (variety S-76a or b). 

AU50 D. S. Wilson - John Clapp - Louis Eliasberg collection. 

EF40 Morgenthau sale #405 1 0/1939:668 - Joseph Steele - 1953 ANA sale:145l 
- New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:272, $100. - Erie 
collector. 

EF40 Stack’s FPL "Brobston" 1963, $550. - Stack's "Van Roden" 5/1968:106, 
$600. - NY collector. 

EF40 Stack's "Nicholson Family" 6/1967:758, $720. - Long Island collector. 

VF35 Quality Sales Corp. 11/1972:13 - Midwest collector. 

VF30 Stack's "R. L. Miles" 4/1969:6, $350. - ? 

VF30 Hugh Campbell - Weber. 124 grains. 

VF30 Guth - Virginia collector. 

VF30 New Netherlands Mail Bid Sale 3/1973:38 - ? 

1795 C-6a 

MS65 Midwest collector. 

AU55 Showers - Midwest collector. 

AU55 Quality Sales 9/1971:13 - ? 

AU55 Robert F. Batchelder - Steve Ivy FPL 5&6/1 977 - ? 

AU55 Alvord:48 - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1049 - Dorothy Nelson - 
Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:819, $4,200. - RARCOA FPL - RARCOA 
"Rockford" 1/1978:2 - Long Island collector - Jimmy Hayes - Stack's 
4/1983:1097 - ? 

AU50 Leo Young - Auction '80/1515 - Kagin's - ? 

AU50 Rodney Grove - Nofal/Kling - Superior Galleries "Bernard Turkus" 

6/1 981 :3 - Terranova - ? 

EF45 Showers - ? 

EF45 Hugh Campbell - Bland - W. K. Yarmond - Midwest collector. 

EF40 Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1963, $375. - Stack's 3/1972:6, $400. - 
Maryland collector. 

There are at least seven other specimens which grade EF40 and which nip 

at the heels of the ninth and tenth finest known coins. Included among these 

seven would be the Garrett specimen (Lot 5) and the Brobston specimen. 

1795 C-6b 

FI5 William R. Luckett - California collector. 

FI 5 B. M. Douglas 1953 - Maryland collector. 
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VG1 0 Richard Gross - J. J. Teaparty advt. 8/1983 - Midwest collector. 

VG10 J. G. Hanson - Lusk - Pennsylvania collector. 

VG1 0 New Jersey collector. 

VG8 Stack’s store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - ? 

VG8 J. G. Hanson - R. D. Munde - RSC - JRM - Midwest collector. 

VG8 Kagin’s 298th sale 11/1972:589 - RSC - New Jersey collector. 

VG7 J. G. Hanson - RSC - Florida collector. 

G6 JRM - Ohio collector. 

1796 C—1 

MS63 Murdock sale in London, England 7/1903:963, $73.22 - Henry Chapman - 
Howard Newcomb — C. David Pierce — Showers — Ketterman — Midwest 
collector. 

MS60 Winsor: 101 2 - Earle: 3609 - Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Mehl 
’'Atwater" 6/1946:129 - Louis Eliasberg collection. 

AU55 Riley - Virgil Brand, $800. - B. G. Johnson - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 
11/1954:1054, $3,000. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:823, 
$34,000. - Tettenhorst - Pennsylvania collector. 

FI 5 David Proskey — Hillyer Ryder — Wayte Raymond — New Netherlands 44th 
sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:275, $700. - Erie collector. 

FI 5 Stack's "Robison" 2/1982:313 - New York "1796" collector. 

FI 5 Carl Wurtzbach - Virgil Brand - H. Chapman - W. H. Sheldon - Blaise 
Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:596, $2,600. - Long Island collector. 

VG8 Stack's FPL "Brobston" 1963, $5,750. - A. B. Hinman - Paramount 

"Century" 4/1965:61 - ? This has been previously represented as being 
from the Stack's "G. H. Hall" 5/1 945:103, $240. However, the lot 
description does not match the coin and the plate is of a 1795 half cent! 

VG8 William Doyle Galleries "Loye Lauder" 12/1983:244, $26,400. - Long 

Island collector. Probably the most pleasing and defect-free of the low- 
end examples of this variety. 

VG8 Jess Peters 89th sale 9/1977:571 - Maryland collector. 

VG7 Stack's "ANA Sale" 8/1976:142 - ? 

In addition to the above ten specimens (which may have duplications in the VG 
range), there are seven to nine additional specimens in lesser grades known to 
us. Some have long chains of ownership and were in prominent half cent collections 
of the past. This variety exhibits a remarkable gap when going from AU55 for the 
third finest known to FI 5 for the fourth finest. All known genuine specimens from 
the fourth finest downward (with the exception of the "Lauder" coin) are on porous 
planchets, which is probably due to the poor quality of the copper used by the Mint 
in making planchets. Some of the lesser grade specimens have had their surfaces 
buffed or tooled to reduce their porous appearance. This variety is a high R6 
and has been eagerly sought after for well over 100 years. Hence, the prices 
tend to be very high in comparison to other R6 coins in the half cent series. 

1796 C-2 

MS63 Colonel Green - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1053, $2,300. - 
Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:822, $20,000. - Midwest 
collector. 

MS60 McCoy:757 - Levick - Zanoni - Miller:1 032 - H. R. Newcomb - Wayte 

Raymond - Virgil Brand - New Netherlands stock - Long Island collector. 
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MS60 W. Elliott Woodward 95th sale "G. M. Klein" 5/1888:2048 - Col. James 
Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New 
Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:274, $1 ,600. - Ben 
Stack - Erie collector. 

MS60 Hoilinbeck-Kagin Coin Co. (offered at numerous sales and FPL's during 
the period from 1963 to 1973 - Tettenhorst - Pennsylvania collector. 

AU55 Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 11 /I 976:400 (from England) - various dealers 
- New England Rare Coin Auctions 4/1980:900, $32,000. - A. 

Terranova — private collector. 

AU55 Stack’s FPL "Brobston" 1963, $9,750. - Stack’s "Charles Jay" 

10/1967:82, $9,000. - ? - Auction ’80:1005, $52,500. (returned by 
successful bidder) - New York "1976" collector. 

AU50 Stack’s "R. L. Miles" 4/1969:7, $6,500. - Stack’s "Fenn" 10/1976:7, 

$11 ,000. - Neil Berman - Bowers & Ruddy FPL 1979 - ?. Cleaned. 

AU50 Showers - Essex Numismatics' investor - Pennsylvania collector - 
Florida Coin Exchange "Winter Sale" 1/1984:9 - ? 

EF40 from England - Oregon collector - Paul Puckett - Michigan collector. 
VF35 S . H. & H. Chapman 3/1 883:392 - Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 
"Garrett Part I" 11/1979:5 - California dealer. 

There are a number of other specimens known in the VF+ range. All of 
these high grade specimens indicate that certain persons recognized that this 
1 796 - dated half cent had a small mintage. In our years of collecting, we have 
seen or heard of less than 10 specimens in the range of FI 2 to VF30. The vast 
majority of this variety are in the range of Basal State 1 to VG10. Many are 
on porous planchets similar to those encountered on variety C-1 . We estimate 
the total population of 1796 C-2's to be in excess of 75 specimens and less than 
200 (Rarity4). 

(to be continued.) 

************* 

ROD BURESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE: 

#4 Soft jeweler's brush $6. each 

Jeweler's tissue 4x4 inch Box of 1 ,000 sheets $6. 250 sheets $2. 

Xylol - 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips $2.35 

Wooden stick Q-tips $3.75 per 500 $7.00 per 1 ,000 

Care - coin conditioner 2 oz. bottle $1 .90 

Heavy Duty 28 lb. gray coin envelopes Box of 500 $6.50 

Box of 1,000 $12.25 

Send SASE for sample. 

Penny Whimsey $28.50 

Rarity rating and Cpndition Census update of cents of 1793-1 814 

(from P-W 1979-1980 revision by Denis Loring) ... 33 pgs. $2.65 

Attribution guides for Matron Head Cents 1816-35 ... 27 pgs. $2.45 

Add $1 .50 per order for shipping. Shipment by UPS - you must 
give a street address, not deliverable to P.O. Box number. 

************* 
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the top ten 

RogerS. Cohen, Jr. 


Vo u J(.\J hi /Jo. 3 

sltsltv 


This installment will cover the top ten condition specimens of the half cent 
varieties from the [1797 Cohen-1 through the 1802 Cohen-2. Special thanks go 
to the contributing (erro rs^ namely Ron Guth, Jim McGuigan, Del Bland, R. 
Tettenhorst, and Bill Weber. Additional thanks go to all the collectors who 
have taken their time to inform us of new specimens of rare varieties and new 
Condition Census items. 


It is to be regretted that Ron Guth has resigned as co-author. He has taken 
this step due to the pressure of his employment. He is remaining as a contri¬ 
butor and he hopes to resume his position as co-author as soon as possible. 

1797 C-1 

MS60 Showers - Midwest collector. 

MS 60 Cleveland ANA - Batchelder 1/1974 - California collector. Early 
state, no mint red. 

MS60 Rodney T. Groves - Nofal & Kling - Superior Galleries 'Bernard 
Turkus' 6/1981:4 $1 2,500. - R. Guth 1 0/1 982 $7,750. 

New York collector. 

AU55 Jacques Schulman 3/1930:232 - Stack's (Spence' 3/1975:824 $5,250.- 
W. K. Raymond - Midwest collector. 

AU55 Elder sale 3/1 936 - W. C. Blaisdell - Del Bland - W. K. Raymond 
$4,400. - Maryland collector. 

AU55 Lloyd Whiteneck - Midwest collector. 

A'J55 Showers - Midwest collector (a 2nd specimen). 

AU50 3. Max Mehl 'Wilharm' 2/1 921:1 825 - John Work Garrett - Johns 
Hopkins University - Bowers & Ruddy sale 11/1979:7 - 
Pennsylvania dealer. 

AU ? Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969:11 $355. - present whereabouts unknown. 
EF45 Bowers & Ruddy auction 11 /1977 - Pennsylvania collector. 

There are at least 20 specimens of this variety in the VF30-EF40 which 
are offered from time to time, bearing grades of EF40 to MS60. 

It should be remembered that most 1797 half cents are over-strikes on 
Talbot, Allum, & Lee tokens or spoiled large cents. Accordingly, the presence 
or absence of an under-type should neither add or subtract from the grade. 

1797 C-2 

MS65 Cleaney 1890:1944 - Mills 1904:1410 - George E. Chatillon, B. Max 

Mehl 11/1938:1640 - Rappaport sale 11/1950 - Delaware collector. 
MS60 Edouard Frossard 10/1 884:847 - Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 
Bovvers & Ruddy Galleries 'Garret Part I' 11/1979:6 $14,000., 
graded AIJ55 — Stan Kesselman — Anthony Terranova - New York 
collector. 

AU55 L. A. Young sale 5/1 956:1088 as EF - Bill Weber - Midwest collector. 
AU50 Col. E.H.R. Green - ? - Midwest collector. 

AU50 Thomas Elder 43rd sale 'Peter Mougey' 9/1910:291 - New Netherlands 
44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:280 $105. - Showers - Midwest 
collector - California collector. 
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EF45 


S. J. Kabealo 'W. L. Gunn' 2/1948 - A. P. Gasser - Superior Galleries 
'Dr. Charles L. Ruby I' 2/1974:210 $1,350. - California collector. 
EF40 Carnegie Museum - Spinks 3/1 983 - Gary Fitzgerald - Texas dealer. 

EF ? Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969:145 - J. E. Nroaunworth - present where¬ 
abouts unknown. 

VF35 Stack's 'Robison' 2/1982:316 $2,900. - present whereabouts unknown. 

There are about 5 additional specimens which grade VF30 which have been 
graded as high as AU50. 


1797 C-3a 


AU50 Showers - Midwest collector. 

EF40 R. Hoober - S. G. West - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF35 Chuck Furjanic - Maryland collector. 

VF35 1 980 ANA: 908 - present wherabouts unknown. 

VF30 New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:278 $120. - Stack's 
'Brobston' FPL 1963 $450. - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF30 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1055 $140. - Showers - Midwest 
collector. The 1798 large cent date shows on the obverse. 

VF30 Joe Flynn 6/1970 - Hugh Campbell - Jack Beymer - Virginia collector. 

VF30 G. Massamore 4/1883 - J. W. Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 
Stack's 3/1 976: 5 $700. - California collector. 

VF30 RARCOA - Richard Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF25 Chuck Furjanic - Pennsylvania collector - Michigan collector. 

VF25 W. K. Raymond - R. D. Munde - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - John Bergman - 
Jack Beymer - Michigan collector. 

1797 C-3b 

EF40 New Netherlands 61 st sale 'Dr. Angus Black’ 6/1970:114 $2,350. - 
R. Shaw - Anthony Terranova - California collector. 

VF35 Thomas Elder 11/1935:786 as Fine - W.C. Blaisdell - Penn Valley 
Coin 11/1973 - Midwest collector. 

VF30 B. Max Mehl sale - Stack's 'Alto' 12/1970:516 $1 ,300. - R. Shaw - 
Anthony Terranova - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF25 Fred Baldwin (London) - New Netherlands 56th sale 6/1962:420 $960. 

- Stack's 'R. L. Miles, Jr.' 4/1969:9 $1 ,025. - Stack's 'Fenn' 
10/1976:9 $2300. - J. E. Braunworth $4,500. - Jay Erlichman - 
Pennsylvania collector. 

VF20 Stack's 'Brobston' FPL 1963 $1 ,200. - Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 
3/1969: 597 $725. - Jack Beymer 4/1982 $2,000. - California 
collector. 

VF20 Anton - William E. Florence — Harmer Rooke 11/1969:779 $1 ,600. - 
Richard Picker - stolen from Picker in 1971 - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

VF20 Ed Hipps - Anthony Terranova - Jim McGuigan - Richard Shimkus - 
Pennsylvania dealer. 

VF20 R . Shaw - Anthony Terranova - Jim McGuigan - California collector. 

FI 5 Stack's 3/1973:34 $500. - R. Tettenhorst - Ricky Gross - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

FI 5 Showers collection - Joe Flynn - Jim McGuigan - Illinois collector. 

The Alvord sale of 1 924 contained a specimen (Lot 58) which appears (from 

the plate) to be about EF40 or higher. It is described in the catalogue as 
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'Fine, olive brown. Very rare and one of the finest known'. No known 
specimen in higher grades matches the plate. Therefore, it appears that 
another high grade specimen will need to be added at a later date. 

1797 C--3c 

VG1 0 Richard Picker - Lester Merkin 9/1968:37 $1 ,350. - Richard 
Picker - R. D. Munde - Maryland collector. 

VG8 Hanson - Midwest collector. 

VG8 H. Chapman 'John Story Jenks' 12/1921 :6245 - Dr. Lewis C. Adler - 
Erie collector. 

G6 Lloyd Whiteneck 8/1973 - Sam Ungar - Midwest collector. 

G6 D. O. Hughes - Walter Breen - Hanson - private collector. 

G4 Walter Garrabrant - W. C. Blaisdell - present whereabouts unknown. 

G4 New Jersey collector. 

G4 Kagin 'GENA' sale 9/1978:11 $675. - Virginia collector. 

AG8 Virginia coin shop (as a worn lettered edge!) - R. S. Cohen, Jr. - 

Midwest collector. 

Fr2 Reported in the Ruby collection, but not included in the various Ruby 
sales held by Superior Galleries in the 1 970's - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

BS1 Viewed at 1982 CSNS show and authenticated by AN ACS - private 
collector. 

The eleven specimens listed above represent the total number of specimens 
known to us. There are also three specimens known which show partial 
gripping, which have not been listed. 

The first mention of this variety seems to have been in the sale of January 
24-25, 1881 by the Messrs. Bangs & Co. On page 13 of the sales catalogue. 

Lot 281 is described as follows: "1797 INDENTED EDGE. VERY GOOD. 
VERY RARE. This is the first specimen of this variety ever catalogued, so 
far as I know." 

This reference was discovered by P. Scott Rubin of New Jersey during 
1968, while perusing old auction catalogues. 

1800 C-1 

There are approximately two hundred examples of this date known in grades 
AU50 through MS70. Various writings have stated that two small hoards of this 
date were discovered in Boston during the 1930's. We haye never seen an 
original reference to these discoveries. Prior to the finding of these hoards, 
it appears that there was no difficulty in obtaining Mint State specimens. 
Significant sales of half cents usually contained Uncirculated specimens. For 
example, the Alvord sale contained two Uncirculated pieces. The Ryder and 
Anderson-Dupont collections also had Mint State examples. In more recent 
times, two Uncirculated 1800 half cents were offered in the 1973 ANA Sale by 
Jess Peters, both with mint red. The better one, which would now grade MS67, 
brought the then unheard of price of $650. The second specimen (with two 
carbon spots, but full mint luster) went for only $120. 

Collectors should be on the lookout for examples of this date with a large 
cent undertype showing. At present, seven specimens are known to us which 
show such an undertype. An AU50 in a New Jersey collection is reported to be 
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struck over a 1798 S-187 large cent. This coin was discovered by Dr. Stanley 
G. West and sold to the Empire Coin Company in 1963. Another high grade 
example resides in the Connecticut State Library collection which shows plainly 
the 1798 date of the large cent. The remaining five examples showing large cent 
undertypes are in low grade (Fr2 to G6). 

1802 C—1 

FI 5 B. Max Mehl 'S . H . McVitty' 3/1 938:10 - ? Batchelder (1 974) - Sam 
Ungar - Midwest collector. 

FI 2 H. Chapman W. B. Guy' 11 /I 911 : 91 5 - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - 
New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:282 $300. Delaware collector. 
This is the discovery specimen for the variety. 

FI 2 Erie collector. 

VG10 Stack's 'T. L. Smith' sale 6/1957 $ 600. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 

'Spence'3/1 975: 826 $3,300. - Midwest collector. Sharpness of 
FI 5, but with rim damage (particularly on the reverse). 

VG1 0 Commodore W.C. Eaton - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11/1954:1066 
$400. - bidder B. E. - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG10 Rendell - Maryland collector. 

VG8 Chapman 'Alvord' 6/1924:80 $13.25 - W.C. McCaw - Thomas Elder 
11/1930:2120 - B. Max Mehl 'W.W. Neil' 6/1 947: 221 3 - Stack's 
'Brobston' FPL 1963 $1 ,500. - A. Buel Hinman - Paramount 
'Century' 4:1965:67 - Jess Peters 9/1977:579 $2,600. - Bill 
Grayson - Robert L. Hughes Enterprises 'Pacific' 2/1978:36 - 
Richard Bilancia $7,500. - Ohio collector. 

VG8 Bob Faust - Kagin's 269th sale 3/1967:12 - present whereabouts unknown. 
VG8 'Suitcase' Foster - New Jersey collector. 

VG8 W. K. Raymond - Hanson - New York collector. 

As of this writing, there are 25 specimens known to us. At times, there 
seems to be an almost hysterical demand for this variety. The price listing in the 
current Guidebook (RED BOOK) is about one-fourth of the price which examples 
typically bring. 

1802 C-2 

EF40 Parmalee: 803 - Ropes collection - T.L.Elder 'Mougey' 9/1910:294 - 
Chapman 'Jackman' 866 - Wayte Raymond - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

VF30 Stack's 'Holmes' 10/1960:1290 $300. - Stack's 'Brobston' FPL 1963 
$675. - Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969:13 $700. - Anthony 
Terranova - Midwest collector. 

VF30 Walter Breen - California collector. 

VF30 Hesslein 'Miller' 4/1 91 6: 508 - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New 
Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:283 $130. - Delaware collector. 

VF25 Hugh Campbell - Del Bland - NERCG sale 11/1973 - Maryland collector. 
VF25 Newark collector. 

VF25 R. Tettenhorst - Jim McGuigan - Illinois collector. 

VF20 Showers - Midwest collector - California collector. 

VF20 Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont' 11 /I 954:1 067 $67.50 - Willard C . Blaisdell 
- Del Bland - W. K. Raymond - Midwest collector. 

VF20 James Braunworth - Stack's 1/1 981 : 2 $1 ,600. - Anthony Terranova - 
Jim McGuigan - Michigan collector. 

VF20 California collector. 




There are a number of specimens which are worthy of mention. A 
California collector owns an example with VF30 sharpness. However, the 
planchet had a crack through the E of LIBERTY which was subsequently (and 
expertly) repaired. The work is very difficult to detect and the general appear¬ 
ance of the piece is that it is one of the finest known. A Georgia collector owns 
a rusted die example which is also of VF30 sharpness, but with smoothed 
obverse fields. The obverse still has rust pit marks in the area of LIBERTY 
and the date, however; and the reverse has the usual weak center and rust pit 
marks throughout the legend and wreath areas. 

A number of specimens which are graded FI 5 have been touted as high as 
VF30. This variety continues to be sought in EF40 and above. We have heard 
rumors of an AU50 specimen, but (to date) the coin has failed to appear for 
examination. 

(To be continued) 

The July issue of P-W will contain an update covering 1793-1802. I plan 
to correct a few typographical errors, also. RSC 

************* 

RESPONSE TO A COMMENT BY MR. CHARLES SARASOH 
William T. Jones, Jr. 

I would like to respond to a comment made by Charles Barasch in the March, 
1 984 P-W and to clarify my own position on the ’worth’ of Draped Bust large 
cents. I define the worth of a coin to be the honest, legitimate price which a 
dealer would be willing to pay in order to add that coin to his stock. To me, 
this price is the proper value for a collector to place on his holdings in order to 
get a true picture of the equity value of his collection. This is also the bench¬ 
mark which one should use in determining the proper retail price that should be 
paid for a prospective purchase. To this benchmark, one must add the dealer’s 
markup which can range from 10 to 40 per cent, depending upon the type and 
overall price of the coin in question. 

THE COIN DEALER NEWSLETTER is the most widely used source for the 
pricing of coins. Usually, a dealer's 'honest and legitimate' buying price is 
about 10 per cent off of bid, unless the coin in question falls into one of the few 
areas where the 'grey sheet' is totally 'off the wall'. In the case of VF20 
Draped Bust large cents, the pricing structure which I have noted for common 
varieties is about $180. wholesale and #210. retail. For VF30 coins, the 
structure is $200. wholesale and $250. or more retail, which is in line with the 
NEWSLETTER bid of $225. that I was referring to in my article last fall. 
Therefore, I should have mentioned that the $225. bid was appropriate for 
VF30 coins. Recently, the NEWSLETTER'S bid has dropped from $225. to 
$200., which also is in line with my estimates for VF20 pieces. 

The second point which I would like to make is that the grading in the EAC 
sale has been extremely conservative and that the prices realized for the grades 
of coins involved in that sale cannot be applied literally to other areas of the 
market. I agree with Bill Noyes' conservative grading policy, because it 
affords the neophyte collector and the mail bidder the opportunity to bid 
liberally, with the knowledge that the coin is as good or better than the 
description. On the other hand, some of the coins which I saw in last year's 
sale could have been given some additional grading points without a dissenting 
vote from anyone. 

************* 
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Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


At the conclusion of the preceding installment of this series, it was my 
intention to update and correct seme typographical errors on the series from 
1793 to 1802. The recent release of the new Breen half cent book has new caused 
this work to be delayed. 

At the recent ANA convention, Walter Breen had printed signatures of his book 
arranged in a cover so that I could glance through his text. Walter told me that 
all Condition Census information in his book had been prepared by G. Jon Hanson 
of California. Mr. Hanson has not been a contributor to this series of articles. 
However, there appears to be a considerable duplication of many coins as well as 
a number of differences which hopefully will be resolved in the future. 

For this installment, therefore, the varieties covered will be the four var¬ 
ieties dated 1803 and the first five varieties dated 1804, including the delisted 
variety #3. 

The contributors to this installment include those listed previously, plus 
Joe Kane, Bob Yuell, Frank Wilkinson, Steve Lund, Gene Braig, Carvin Goodridge, 
and Don Valenziano, Jr.. 


1803 C-l 


MS65 Plunket - Bland - California collector 
MS60+ DCJ collection - Midwest collector 
MS60 Delaware collector 

Unc? Dupont: 1070 $20 - to bidder P.M. - present whereabouts unknown. 

Unc? Miller 4/17: 1036 - Wayte Raymond - Walter Breen - California collector 

Unc? T. James Clarke sale by Kosoff 4/56: 452 $70 - present whereabouts unknown 

AU55 Miles: 14 Stack's 4/69 $185 - ? - Stack's 5/79: 15 $650 where mis-attributed 

as Gilbert 3 - W.K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown 
AU55 Brobston FPL Stack's 1963 - Merkin 3/68: 107 $260 - Type collector 

AU55 J.J. Teaparty - Pennsylvania collector 
AU55 H. Campbell - California collector 

There are a number of examples which represent a very late die state - reverse 
cracks join, and the obverse shows a rusted state. Two of these could be considered 
in Unc. condition except that they have a very 'mushy' appearance, particularly on 
the obverse. 


1803 C-2 

EF45 Brobston FPL - Showers - Midwest collector 

VF30 J. Beymer at 1977 ANA bourse - R. Gross - Michigan collector 

VF25 D. Frederick - S. Ungar - Maryland collector (Broken reverse) 

VF20 Shcwers - Midwest collector (Broken reverse) 

VF20 C. Hollins - R. Gross - California collector 
VF20 Maryland collector 

VF20 Alvord: 93 - H. Ryder - W. Raymond 11/45: 17 - W. Raymond 2/47: 50 - 

Colvin: 1331 $22 - W. Breen - California collector 
F15 Pennsylvania collector 

F15 Connecticut collector (partial broken reverse) 

F15 Dupont: 1071 $35 - D. Nelson - Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: 829 $360 - 

R. Gross - Michigan collector (Broken reverse) 
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1803 C-3 


MS65 Showers - Midwest collector 

MS65 Fran a Stack's sale - W.K. Raymond - present whereabouts unknown 

Ms60+ Manfra, Tordella & Brooks 3/76 - Bland - W.J. Carmel - Bland - Cal forma dealer 

MS60 R.D. Munde - Maryland collector 

MS60 Bolender - California collector 

MS60 V. Brand - Dupont: 1072 $45 - D. Nelson - Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: 828 
$1,000 - RARCOA - J.E. Braunworth - Stack's 4/81 sale: 5 $2,000 - present 
whereabouts unknown 

MS60 Brobston FPL - New York collector 
Unc? W. Breen - California collector 

AU55 Alvord sale by S.H. Chapmen 6/24: 88 $12 - H. Ryder - New Netherlands sale 

1/54: 284 $26 - Tan Wass - New Jersey collector 

AU55 R. Gross - Michigan collector 

There are four specimens in grade AU50 known to us and these include the 
Superior 6/81: 6 coin which was carelessly attributed as a C-l; the New Netherlands 

6/70: 115; a reported specimen in a Delaware collection and the specimen listed on 

W.K. Raymond's FPL of 8/77. 


1803 C-4 


MS60 Brobston FPL - Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 106 $420 - California 

collector 

AU55 Shcwers - Midwest collector 

EF45 DCJ collection - Midwest collector (has scratch on obverse) 

EF40 Alvord: 81 $7.75 - Henrv Chapman - EXipont sale: 1069 $100 - D. Nelson - 
Stack's "Spence" sale 3/75: Lot 827 $550 RARCOA 1/78: 3 J. Braunworth 

Stack's sale 1/81: 3 $1,000 - present whereabouts unknown 

EF40 Stack's Nate Smith sale 3/73: 39 $220 - Maryland collector 
EF40 Williams sale by Kosoff 11/50: 695 $15 - present whereabouts unknown 

EF? W. Breen - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 
VF35 W.K. Raymond - Midwest collection 
VF 35 Stack's store stock 5/82 - Pennsylvania collector 

VF 35 Stack's Robison sale 2/82: 321 $480 - Connecticut collector (coin is double- 

struck) 

This variety struck in 1805 is seme times very difficult to grade as the obverse 
die is quite worn after its 1803 use for varieties #1 and #2. The first use of the 
reverse die is with this combination, but it is damaged by clashing, making the center 
weak even on high grade coins. 


1804 C-l 

Unc? Alvord 6/24: 106 $10 - Ryder - W. Raymond 11/45: 22 - Brobston FPL - 
Louis Helfenstein - Merkin sale 3/68: 112 $520 - California collector 
AU55 Showers - Midwest collector 
AU50 H. Campbell - California collector 
AU50 Hazelcom - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 

EF40 Paramount 5/69: 489 - G. Wrubel - W.K. Raymond - Pennsylvania collector 
EF40 Williams sale 11/50: 708 $5 (mis-attributed as Gilbert-5) - New Jersey collector 
EF40 W. Breen - G. Jon Hanson - R.D. Munde - Maryland collector 
EF40 Donald Partrick - Stack's sale 5/75: 514 $240 - J.E. Braunworth - Stack's 

sale 1/81: 11 $450 - Ron Guth - New Jersey collector 

EF40 Bland - California collector 
VF35 Connecticut collector 

VF35 W.K. Raymond - R.S. Cohen (1972) - R. Tettenhorst - W.K. Raymond - R.S. Cohen 
(1976) - EAC 1980 sale: 55 $300 (as VF30) - present whereabouts unknown. 
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1804 C-2 


F15 Ttm Werner (at 1971 ANA convention as a Gilbert-10) - Bland-W.K. Raymond - 
Midwest collector 

FI2 W.K. Raymond-R. Tettenhorst - W.K. Raymond - California collector 
VG8 S. Ungar - Maryland collector (with obverse cud) 

G6 J. Rettew - W.K. Raymond - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 
G6 Virginia collector (with obverse cud) 

G6 Loring - Pennsylvania collector 

G5 R. Gross - Michigan collector 

G4 Silberman - Loring - J.R. McGuigan - Virginia collector (with obverse cud) 

AG3 Luebke - Missouri collector (with obverse cud) 

Fr2 Hazelcom - G. Jon Hanson - W.K. Raymond - G. Jon Hanson - R.D. Munde - 
Maryland collector 

This is a complete listing of the known specimens as of this writing. The 
Hanson listing of ownership appearing in Walter Breen's book has a discrepany over 
the ownership of the G6 J. Rettew and the Fr2 Hazelcom specimens. In Hanson's 
listing, the Rettew specimen is listed as going to R.D. Munde. However, the specimen 
from the Munde collection was in a envelope which was marked "Discovery specimen, 
ex New York coin dealer." The writing on the envelope is Mr. Hanson's. Perhaps 
Mr. Hanson will provide an explanation. 

1804 C-3 


The December, 1953 issue of THE NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK magazine contained an 
article by Walter Breen on half cents. In this article, the discovery of new var¬ 
ieties since the publication of Gilbert's book in 1916 were listed. Included was 
a new 1804 described as having the obverse of Gilbert-6 and the reverse of Gilbert- 
10. The specimen so described has been obtained by Breen at the then recent MANA 
convention from Mr. Holmes Cessna of Cumberland, Maryland. 

In 1971, prior to the publication of AMERICAN HALF CENTS, there was considerable 
discussion between Ray Munde, Paul Munson, and me as to whether or not to include 
this single example as a separate variety. This example seemed to exhibit an earlier 
die state on the reverse than on the then known Gilbert-10 (C-4). Paul Munson's 
position was, that regardless of where the striking fit into the emission sequence, 
the dies used were the same ones which were used for the die combination of the then 
known Gilbert-11 (C-5). Therefore, the coin was merely an early die state of that 
variety prior to the die injuries which resulted in the spiked chin obverse. Both 
Ray Munde and I believed, that rather than ignoring the 18 year old "legend" that a 
separate die variety existed, it would be better to list it and see how other collectors 
would react. As of this writing, the consensus of opinion is that Paul Munson's 
original position was correct. However, there is one major problem in that all knewn 
SDecimens as of new are very worn. There are 3 specimens to be considered - I count 
them as only 2k examples due to the controversial nature of one specimen. 

The 1953 specimen currently in a California collection can be graded G4 if one 
overlooks the fact that the reverse fraction area has been obliterated due to wear. 

The reverse appears to be an earlier state of the die before its use for either strik¬ 
ing C-4 or C-5. The. obverse has a scratch-like line following the right profile of 
Liberty's bust. There are no indications of any of the later die injuries which show 
on the spiked chin state. 

The second specimen is currently in this writer's collection and was obtained 
from W.K. Raymond in 1972. He had acquired it frem G. Jon Hanson. The coin is 
graded AG3. The area of the spiked chin is so corroded as to make it impossible to 
determine if the die injuries were ever present. The reverse has less wear than the 
1953 specimen and is the same early die state. I count this coin as a half specimen 
due to the obverse damage. 
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The third specimen was identified by Denis Loring in November, 1974 and he sent 
the coin to this writer for verification. The coin subsequently was sold or traded 
to W.K. Raymond and is now the property of a Midwest collector. This coin grades 
VG7 overall and is similar to the 1953 specimen. A scratch-like line follows the 
right outline of Liberty's bust but is plainer. The reverse is similar to the other 
specimens in that is exhibits an early die state. The fraction area can be seen 
clearly on this example. 

Again, it is my opinion that the consensus of opinion by collectors whether 
to recognize or ignore these three examples as a variety or merely as an early state 
of 05 should govern. The discovery of an example in VF or higher condition would 
go a long way in resolving this puzzle. 

1804 04 


EF40 Brobston FPL by Stack's 1/63 - Willard Blaisdell - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF25 Stack's store stock 12/81 - Connecticut collector 

VF20 DCJ collection - R. Tettenhorst - W.R. Weber - Midwest collector 

VF20 Ken Pines - Pennsylvania collector 

VF20 J.R. McGuigan - Michigan collector 

VF20 Ken Pines- R. Gross - Michigan collector 

VF? California collector 

F15 Eaton - Dupont Sale 11/54: 1074 $100 - bidder B.F. - Showers - R. Tettenhorst 

California collector 

FI5 C. Goodridge - California collector 

F15 Walter Breen - G. Jon Hanson - Long Island collector 

FI5 Illinois collector 

There are six specimens of this varietv which grade F12. In the range of VG7 
to VG10, another eleven examples are now known. The variety is now clearly an R5 
in the mid-range, with about 50 examples kncwn. 

1804 C-5 

MS60 Coin Galleries 2/77: 457 (pictured as lot 453) $525 - Maryland collector 

MS60 Walter Breen - California collector 
AU55 Delaware collector 

AU50 St. Clair Coin Co. - Pennsylvania collector 

EF45 1964 ANA bourse - G. Jon Hanson - W.K. Raymond - G. Jon Hanson - R.D. Munde - 
Maryland collector 
EF40 Showers - Midwest collector 
EF40 D. Loring - Virginia collector 

EF40 Newark collector (AU sharpness, cleaned and re-toned). 

EF40 Merkin sale 3/68: 116 $ll5 - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF40 George Massamore 4/1883 - T. Harrison Garrett - Johns Hopkins University - 

Stack's 3/76; 7 $300 - James Braunworth - Stack's 1/81: 19 $460 - Illinois 

collector 

VF35 W.W. Neil sale 6/47: 2226 $8.50 - Willard Blaisdell - Bland - W.K. Raymond 

- R.S. Cohen - New Jersey collector 

(To be continued) 
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WARREN A. LAPP, M.D.. F.A.C.S. 

6505 NEWMARKET WAY 
RALEIGH. NC 27609 


(919) 872-5570 


July 18, 1985 

Dear Regers 

I'm happy to hear that you have written an article, “1981s, The Year of 
the Half Cent 1 ', and that I can be expecting t© receive it seen fer publicatien 
in P-W. The article doesn't necessarily have to be typed first befere forward¬ 
ing it. I think that I can probably translate your handwriting without too 
much difficulty, and I can always call you fer help if I have any particular 
problem. All that I would need t© know is the best time fer me to call, and 
I would need the telephone number where you could be reached. 

As fer any future articles that you write, my advice te you would be te 
ignore Hansen's half cent Condition Census and Breen's 'Big Red Book' and write 
down your data much as you did in the several preceding articles. By doing so, 

I think that yeu will create not only a better image for yourself but also will 
continue te enhance your prestige in the field of half cents. After all, YOU 
are the authority, so act like one! Let those who read your articles make their 
own comparisons with Hansen and 3reen if they wish, and let them sort out the 
facts from the bunkum. Yeu will gain by it in the long run, believe me. 

On the ether hand, if yeu write an article which is vindictive or spiteful 
or vengeful, it will get you no where. Probably that's why yeur wife and Joe 
Kano, Mike Packard, etc. had you make those changes in the article which yeu 
plan to send me seen. By ignoring Hansen and Breen, by avoiding any confront¬ 
ation with them, and by emitting any references to their Condition Census and 
text, yeu'll certainly do a better job ef depleting their ego and make them 
wonder what you are up te next. Try it and seel 

I.hope that you can understand my position as editor of P-W. If anything 
appearing in P-W results in a big hassle, then I'm the one who is caught in the 
middle. Likewise, I don't want to include any lengthy harangues between opposing 
parties which might go on ad infinitum. This happened in the case of Breen and 
Haaelcorn early in the history of P-W, and it tended to create a rift in EAC 
and it bored the members ad nauseam. Hence, I must edit out anything which could 
be interpreted as libel or slander and which could end up in a law suit against 
you, me, P-W, and even EAC. Also, I always get a legal opinion from one or more 
attorneys if I question the intent ef any article submitted, and I am guided then 
by their opinions. All of this accounts for my note (to which yeu referred) 
that no further articles whether pro or con would be carried in P-W following 
the appearance of Frank Wilkinson's critique article and Breen's refutation ef 
it. I want to be as fair as possible te all parties, but yeu can only whip a 
dead horse for so long and then it becomes beresome. 

Should yeu wish to discuss the preblem with me further, feel free to call 
me collect and we'll discuss it. I feel sure that the half cent collectors in 
1AC and the nation look to you as the authority on half cents. You are cen- 
sidered the top specialist in that areai So, let's get on with it and let “The 
Top Ten" continue 1 How about it? 

Best regards. Sincerely, 
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1793 C-4 


gfrtU-e - 

MS-60 ^Showers - Midwest collection. 

MS-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 , $2500. - Stack's "E.H. Gardner" 1965:1109 - 


MS-? Williams - ?. This may be the above specimen. 

AU-? Stack's "Charlotte Mint" 3/1979:1856 - ?. 

AU-55 Superior Galleries "Bernard Turkus" 6/l98l:l, $25,000. - Jerry Cohen - ?. 

AU-50 Elder's 48th sale "Woodin" 3/1911:797 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/l954:26l, $170. - Stack's "Autumn sale" 9/1978:498, $6,000. - 
Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review in 1980 - ?. 

EF-? Showers - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/195^:262, $125. - 


EF-? K.P. Austin - ?. 

EF-? Stack's 4/l975 - Midwest collection - AUCTION '8l - ?. 

EF-? Stack's 11/1968:447, $2100. - ?. 

One note on the 1793' S! Since- the 1793 Half Cent is a one-year type coin, the 
authors suspect that many high-grade specimens of each of the varieties of this 
year are hidden away in type sets unrecognized as varieties. Therefore, it is 
possible (as in the case of the 1793 large Cents) that the grade of the lowest 
ranked position can be expected to improve as time goes by. In other words, the 
authors feel that the Condition Census for each of the 1793 varieties will even¬ 
tually include nothing less than AU coins and possibly nothing less than Mint 
State specimens! 

Every effort has been made to be as complete and as accurate as possible. The 
authors solicit your comments, criticisms and assistance. 

The authors sincerely hope that this pioneering effort will be regarded as such; 
that is, we expect the current listings to be changed greatly in the next few 
months as new and more complete information is received. Since this is being 
done for every collector's benefit, the authors would be grateful for any and 
all help from any and all sources. We shall act as "presenters" while the own¬ 
ers of superior coins and the contributors to this effort will be the true 
authors. 


included in future listings. Ideally, if actual coins could be submitted for 
examination and photography, greater accuracy could be obtained. 


Coins and/or information end comments may be sent to: 



RON GUTH 

3504 First Avenue 

Evansville, IN 47710 


ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 2081 6 


How To Read The Listings 


1M 3 


Each of the coins is graded. Where actual coins have been observed or 
where their grade has been reliably reported, the numerical grade has been 
included. Where further information is awaited, the numerical grade has been 
replaced with a question mark (?). The ’pedigree' follows, with the earliest 
appearance listed first and each subsequent appearance is separated by a dash, 
and so on, until the present. Where present ownership is known, it is included; 
where it is not known, it is designated with a question mark. Auction appear¬ 
ances are indicated by the company name, the title of the sale (if so designated), 
the date, the lot number, and the price realized - in that order. Where such 
information is not known, it has not been included. 


1793 C-1 G>-4 

MS60 H Chapman 'J. G. Mills’ 1904:1400 - S. H. Chapman 'F. R. Alvord’ 

6/1924: 8, $65. - Stack's 'Anderson-Dupont’ 11/1954:1029, $675.-W. 
Bareford. Perfect reverse. 

MS-? 'Early B. Max Mehl sale' - Stack's 'Alto' 12/1970:513, $4,750. - Dr. 
McGeary. Perfect reverse. 

AU55 Midwest collector, possibly from England. Perfect reverse. 

AU-? Stack’s 'Brobston' 1963 - Stack's 'R . L.Tollett' 4/1971:1 - ? 

Perfect reverse. 

AU50 H. P. Smith - Earle - Brand - Judd - Helfenstein - reportedly in a 
California collection. t 

EF45 Stack's 'R.T. Davis' 2/1968:1 , $2,400. - Showers - ?. Not 

'ex-Brobston' as stated in Merkin 3/1969:590. F AME break on reverse. 
EF-? New Netherland 61st sale 'Dr. Angus C. Black’ 6/1970:110, $1 ,600. - ? 

Perfect reverse. Graded 'EF45' in the sale. 

EF-? Eliasberg collection. 

EF-? Norweb collection. 

EF-? Tobias - M. L. Kaplan circa 1973 - ? 

EF40 Ricky Gross - R. S . Cohen, Jr. 

EF40 Stack's 1976 ANA sale - ? i ^ 


The authors have listed more than ten specimens of this variety since there 
may be some duplication of appearances. In addition, there are several other 
pieces which have not been examined and which might merit inclusion. The latter 
have not been included until further information is received. One especially 
interesting example of this variety is the Merkin 3/1969:590 - Merkin 7/1972:93 
coin. Roger S. Cohen, Jr. purchased the coin from the latter sale at $2,100. 

The coin has been mutilated by having part of the rim ground off so gs to center 
the design on the planchet. The coin weighs only 89.1 grains against a standard 
weight of 104 grains. 
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Ci-3 


MS60 


MS 60 
AU-? 
AU-? 
AU-? 
AU-? 
EF45 
EF4c> BF4S 
EF-? 
EF40 


H. Chapman 'G. H. Earle' 1912:3599 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:259, $315. - Showers - Midwest collection. The 
reverse of this coin is illustrated in Gilbert. 

B. Luckett 1/I 959 - California collector 
T. S. Clarke - Williams 
Stack's 'Brobston' 1963 - ? 

Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - £.s) 

Lester Merkin 9/1968 - ? 

Harold P. Newlin collection - Bowers & Ruddy 'Garrett, Part 1' 11/1979:1 
Shimkus - McGuigan collection 
Lester Merkin 2/1971 :500 - ? 

Hanson - Munde - R . S . Cohen, Jr. 

1793 C—3 Q-V 


MS65 
MS 60 

AU55 

AU-? 

AU-? 

AU“? 

EF40 

EF-? 

EF-? 
EF-? 
v\0 -SO 


Midwest collection 

T. J. Clarke - Numismatic Gallery 'C . M. Williams' 11 /I 950:669 - 


Bareford collection 
Showers - ? 

Stack's 'Brobston* 1963 - Stack's 'Charles Jay’ 10/1967:80, $1 ,800. - ? 


Lester Merkin 6/1971:528 - ? 

Reliably reported as rostding in a collection outside the U.S. 
Steigerwalt - New Netherlands 44th sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:260, 
$112.50 - ? 

Stack's 'R. L. Miles' 4/1969:1 , $1 ,250. - Stack's 'September sale' 
9/1975:1 , $2,150. - ? 

Eliasberg collection 


* 1793 C-4 


MS60 Showers - Midwest collection 

MS-? Stack’s 'Brobston' 1963, $2,500. - Stack's 'E. H. Gardner’ 1965:1109 - ? 
MS-? Williams - ? This may be the above specimen. 

AU-? Stack's 'Charlotte Mint’ 3/1979:1856 -? 

AU55 Superior Galleries 'Bernard Turkus' 6/1981:1 , $25,000. - JerryCohen - ? 
AU50 Elder’s 48th sale 'Woodin' 3/1911:797 - New Netherlands 44th sale 

'Hillyer R^derJ 6/1954:261, $170. - Stack’s 'Autumn sale' 9/1978:498, 
$6,000.^- Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review in 1980 - ? 

EF-? Showers - New Netherlands sale 'Hillyer Ryder' 6/1954:262, $125. - ? 
EF-? K. P. Austin - ? 

^TrfF fTyi Stack's 4/1975 - Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - ? 

FIF^? Stack's 11/1968:447, $2,100. - ? 

One note on the 1793's: Since the 1793 half cent is a one-ye 
authors suspect that many high-grade specimens of each of the varieties for this 
year are hidden away in type sets unrecognized as varieties. Therefore, it is 
possible (as in the case of the 1793 large cents) that the grade of the lowest ranked 
position can be expected to improve as time goes by. In other words, the authors 
feel that the Condition Census for each of the 1793 varieties will eventually include 
nothing less than AU specimens and possibly nothing less than Mint State examples. 
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THE TOP TEN 


by RON GUTH and ROGER COHEN, JR 


In this, our second installment, we will continue with the first four 
varieties and sub-varieties of the 1794 half cents. The listings repre¬ 
sent what the authors believe are the top ten condition specimens of each 
variety (or sub-variety). The rankings are based on personal observations; 
comparison of actual specimens and input from reliable sources. What this 
listing does not represent is the final word. Rather, it remains flexible 
and, in fact, cries out for additional input. 

Special thanks for their assistance with this installment go to Del Bland 
and Jim McGuigan. Their additional, complementary information is greatly 
appreciated. Del is well-known for his meticulaous and accurate note¬ 
taking. Jim has an ancient love for the half cents and his magnificent 
collection will assure his place in half-cent history. Both are known 
for their consistent, conservative grading. 

Persons wishing to contribute to this effort are invited to contact either 
author as follows: 


RON GUTH 

3504 First Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47710 
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V 9 " 

14 


t 

AU-55 Showers ■ 


1794 G-la 




Midwest collector. 


4 


j 3f09~ 


ill - 






AU-55 Gleaney:1939 - Mills:1406 - Earle: 36 OI - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/l954:263> $220. - Delaware collector f 5ftn* fofiO 

AU-? John P. Lyman - S.H. Chapman 11/1913*532 - ? 

AU-? Brobston - pwo l hly th n P h o u cr b - e 0 i n-dhrgtgirabove. //>* ao-^'t- - 

AU-50 Priv ate collector, observed 2/1976. 

AU-50 Blaisdell - Bland - Raymond - Jim Mackie 

Stack's "Cox" 4/1962:161, $660. - Auction '80:1003 - ? 






Bland - private collector. 

— 


AU-50 

AU-50 Ed Hipps - Richard Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector. 


EE-45 Williams ll/l950: 68 l 
EF-45 Maryland collector. 


Kosoff FPL 2 and 3/1952:1954 - ? 


In addition to the above-listed EF's, there are several more in the 
up range, some of which have been graded as high as Uncirculated in previous 
appearances! 



VF-30 

W-20 

F-15 

P-12 

F-12 

F-12 

VG-10 

VG-10 

VG-8 

VG-7 


1794 C-lb 

F^rom Europe in May 1983 - private collector. 

1977 ANA bourse - Terranova ~ Maryland collector. ^ 

Raymond -{ I^i^n ; - Munde - Cohen - Guth - Shimkus - Pennsylvania 
collector. J/lrA 

New Netherland's stock - New Jersey collector. 5 
ANA sale 1977*140 - California collector. I ts£~l2cr% 

Alvord 6/1924:36, $3.00 - ? 

Private collector, 

Colorado collector. 

(j 

1954 ANA sale:80 - reportedly in a California collection. 

- -- Ad inJ Sc r frith/ 

Metropolitan Coin Company ^ ? 


Slight edge defect at 4 o'clock. 

O frrJ \s-UC.fr$ 


This variety has an interesting occurence. At the ANA convention in 1977 
three previously unkown examples appeared. The one in the auction was not 
identified as this variety. Two others were cherry-picked on the bourse 
floor! 


&JZ+JL&. 










1794 C-2a 



A/OftsH ^ | £ 7 

B frooa^ood&TH — St*l 
IK*-3S * TAc-rrS JT/S>69fr *- T 






> { 
iy > 

.V/7 


MS-60 S.W. Freeman - Kreisberg/Schulman 5/1958:1036 - ? 

A j o _ 

Showers - Midwest collector, 

AaU- 55 Midwest collector, (JR* 


AU-50 Earle:3602 - New Netherland's 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:264, 
$125. - Delaware collector. This coin is plated in both Gilbert and 
Cohen's second edition. 


Celt 3 \ 


W-50 


-50 New Netherland's 6lst sale "Dr. Angus C. Black" 6/1972:112, $575. - ? 
EF-40 Stack's "Essex" 2/l975 ! 75i $875* - California collector. 

EF-40 Parsons - H. Chapman 6/1914:1937 - Ryder - W. Raymond MBS ll/l945:4-? 
EF-40 Maryland collector, f C 
EF-40 Stack's "Wolfson" 1963:2 - ? 

VF -35 Stack's "Spring Sale" 4/1978:25, $2000. - ? Recolored long ago. 

In addition, in the New Nether land's 44th sale catalogue an MS-60 specimen 
is reported as being in the Garrett collection at Johns Hopkins. 

Anyone know of it's present whereabouts? 

** ' f ft C fieST ? 


1794 C-2b 


EF-45 

VG-? 

G -6 

G-5 

G-5 

G -6 

G-4 

G-? 

AG-3 

AG-3 


9 /vw 7 


Sartoris - Bland - Raymond - California collector, to E ^ 

Alvord:25 - ? 

(is c- 

Barry Saul - Raymond - Munde - Maryland collector. ^ 

F. Iacheen - S.Q. West - Breen - Hanson - J - Maryland collector. B Sc. 

Kane - Virginia collector, ft 
Capitol Coin Shop (around 1970) - ? 

Gross - Raymond - New Jersey collector. L u 
F. Creed - S.Q. West - Picker - ? 

Wrubel - Michigan coll pft. nr.*' 

Fischer - Ishimkus] - McGuigan - Shimkus - Midwest collector. R 


The Alvord coin listed above is described in the catalogue as VG with 
eroded surfaces. There seemf to be some errors in the catalogue. The 
coin plated as Lot 25 does not appear to fit the description of Lot 25, 
26 or 27. Either the grading was ultr^conservative or there was a typo 
in that VF was the intended grade. In the same sale Lot 152, an 1811 4- 
star break graded Fine f would grade EF35-40 by today's standards! 











1794 C-3a 


AU-55 Parmelee:696 - Mills:1401 - S.H. & H. Chapman - Henry Chapman 6/l907: 

1671 - Virgil Brand - Florida collector - Superior Galleries "Bernard 
Turkus" 6/1981:2 - Midwest collector. ^ o0 tr 

VF-30 Williams:679 - New Jersey collector. 


VF-25 / Liedman )- Ungar - Ivey - Maryland collector. - 


VF-25 

VF-20 

VF-20 


Beymer - California collector. toufijTf? 

Lahrman - Kosoff 2/1963*50 - Blaisdell - Bland - Raymond - 


Colavita - Guth 


VF-? Batchelder - S.Q. West - ? 




F-15 Ragin's 2/1972:1124 - Munde - Maryland collector.. l ' 

F-15 McGuigan - Fischer - Shimkus - New Jersey collector. 

F-15 Fischer - - Midwest collector - Illinois collector. 

SYpe 


rztrSr 


This variety, until^ecent years, was noted for it's low "condition census". 
The Mills specimen/fcgp 1 last appeared in 1907 and had been all but forgotten. 
Noted collectors of the past usually had difficulty obtaining this variety. 
Brobston's was a "coal black" Good, the Ryder and Dupont sales lacked the 
variety. The Showers collection contained a C-4a in VF as it's example of 
C-3a. Either this was a mistake in attribution or Mr. Showers simply would 
not allow a low grade specimen in his collection. 


1794 C-3b 


F-12 Gross - Maryland collector. (7 5^ 

G-4 California collector. 

Only the two known at present. 








1794 C-4a 


MS -63 

MS-60 

MS-? 


5 *^ 

Private collector - Pennsylvania collector. Possibly from a 1923 
Elder sale. 

(VJ 

Col. Green - Kreisberg/Schulman 4/1959*868 - Midwest collector. 
Williams :676 - ? 


MS-60 Alvord:22 - ? 

AU-55 Brobston - Stack's "Gardner" 2/1965*1110 f $1800. - California collector. 
6 a > r rO > 

AU-50 Merkin 3 / 1968:95 - private collector. 

EF-45 Elder "H.G. Miller" 4/1917:1024 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/1954:266, $62.50 - rl^arefor d>- Stack's "Autumn Sale" 9/1978* 

499, $3000. - Midwest collector - Rarcoa "Auction ’81" 7/l98l*29» 

$3100. - private collector. 

EF-45 H. Campbell - California collector, 

EF-40 New Netherlands 59th sale 6/1967:1114 - Stack's 9/l975*5 - Bowers 
& Ruddy Galleries 6 / 1978:678 - ? 


EF-40 Showers collection - ? 

O fr a fA ^ UJ 3 W «*■%-** ^ 

In addition to the above EF-40 coins there are several others, possibly as 
many as five more. The MS-60 Alvord coin listed above has previously been 
reported as having reappeared in the Dupont sale as Lot 10 38 . However, a 
check of the plates does not help, since Alvord:22 may or may not have been 
plated. Apparently Plate 20 in the Alvord sale should be Plate 22, since 
Lot 20 in that sale was only a black Very Fine and Plate 22 certainly appears 
to be better than that. Some argue that the coins in the sale were under¬ 
graded and if that were true then perhaps the plate numbering is correct, 
but if it is true then there is an incredible UNC going around, possibly 
the first or the second coins in this listing. In any event, the Dupont i lo2* 
coin is listed as "almost Extremely Fine. Alvord specimen." This creates 
further problems. The Dupont plate does not match the Alvord plate #20 
(remember - VF was the grade on that lot) and it can't be the Alvord:22 in 
Unc since it doesn't even approach that grade. Therefore, it appears that 
the plates in the Alvord sale were mis-numbered and that the Dupont:1038 
is most likely the Alvord:20 which was never plated. The plate in the 
Alvord sale which is labelled #20 is most likely a plate of Lot 22. If so, 
then Alvord:22 may be either the second or third specimen listed above, but 
not the first, since the plates again do not match, Gan anyone help? 



* /(- 




JIju^ 







VG-10 


VG-8 


1794 C-4b 

Ken Goldman 10/1973 - Raymond - California collector. 

Superior Stamp & Coin 6/1975:524 as "G-l" - Doug Robbins, Inc. - 
Beymer - Raymond - Maryland collector. 

Private collector - Guth - Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector. 


Only the three known. 
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July 7, 1987 


Mr. Roger Cohen Jr. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 


Dear Roger, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated June 26, 1987 wherein you 
indicated the 1809 C-l VF-20 Kansas example on your Condition 
Census list was reported to you by a Mr. Coffey. 

Dennis Coffey was my next door neighbor in Wichita at. the time I 
acquired my 1809 C-l which I described to you in previous 
correspondence. Dennis recently indicated to me that he had 
mentioned my coin to you but did not recall saying that it belonged 
to him. In any event, the VF-20 Kansas coin and ray F-15 coin are 
one and the same as I had suspected. 

Dennis did cherry pick a 1794 C-4b at a Kansas City show during 
about the same time period. I believe he subsequently sold this 
coin to Ricky Gross. 

Should you have any questions, please advise. 


Sincerely, 

Mark E. Hays 
7255 S. Steele Circle 
Littleton, CO 80122 
EAC #1785 
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THE TOP 10: AN EXPLANATION 


With this installment the authors will begin a series of articles listing the 
ten best condition specimens of each Half Cent variety, where ten exist. Unlike the 
Large Cent, the Half Cent has had little condition census information published about 
it. Prior information has come from the occasional and generally inacurate auction 
catalogues and/or the quantitative, nonspecific listings done by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 
in past issues of PENNY-WISE (Vol. VII No.6, and Vol. XII No. 1) and most recently in 
his second edition of AMERICAN HALF CENTS: THE LITTLE HALF SISTERS. The efforts of 
Milton Pfeffer and Rich Bilancia, whose individual works have appeared in past issues 
of PENNY-WISE, are worth noting. Although not a true condition census their efforts 
at listing the appearances of high-grade pieces were a step forward. 

The authors have studied, collected and researched Half Cents for many years. 
Roger Cohen's credentials as an authority on the subject are undisputed. AMERICAN HALF 
CENTS, both first and second editions, are the only standard reference on the subject. 
His collection ranks as one of the finest in the country (certainly one of the most 
complete as to variety and sub-variety) and is replete with condition and die-state 
rarities. Cohen's contacts and correspondence with most Half Cent collectors in the 
country has enabled him to maintain his records of significant Half Cent appearances. 
Ron Guth has, on two separate occasions, formed notable Half Cent collections. He 
is a contributor to AMERICAN HALF CENTS by Cohen, a consultant on the Half Cent to 
the American Numismatic Association Certification Service, and a frequent contributor 
to publications such as COIN WORLD, PENNY-WISE, and THE NUMISMATIST. In addition 
Guth maintains an extensive photo and auction plate file on the Half Cent varieties 
and through his activities as a coin dealer, has seen many of the important Half 
Cent collections in the country. 
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The details presented herein represent the best available information based 
on the authors’ experience, research, and data contributed by reliable sources. These 
coin sources include personal observations, present ownership of specific coins, and 
quality photographs of individual coins. In many cases, actual comparisons have been 
made between coins of similar quality to determine rankings. The "Census" does not 
represent the final, inviolate listing of all coins in high grade. New specimens 
can appear which should be included in any revision. Coins listed in the "Census" 
not examined by the authors will be removed from their placement should observation 
prove this to be necessary. Sometimes coins will reappear from long-ago sales that 
by today's standards are graded higher or lower than previously. Therefore, the 
’Census" should be used solely as a guide. The authors do not condone it's use to 
hype" condition rarities because of the problems created by any attempt to list 
the "finest known." Perhaps in the not too distant future the goal of a resonably 
complete condition census with all coins known, graded and ranked can become a 
reality. It can only be possible with all collectors working toward that as the 
common goal. 

Revisions may be anticipated as additional information is generated as a 
result of this first attempt. Persons who own or are aware of significant condition 
rarities should please contact either of the authors to have their coin included in 
future listings. Ideally, if actual coins could be submitted for examination and 
photography, greater accuracy could be obtained. 

Coins and/or information and comments may be sent to: 


Ron Guth 

3504 First Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47710 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
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Dear Roger, 


^ / 


Here is the result of your(our) labors. Gall me immediately with any 
thing you think should be added or deleted. All the information regarding 
auctions and prices realized came directly off my auction plate cards, so 
Walter cannot accuse us of plagiarizing. Certainly, the listings are in¬ 
adequate as far as present ownership goes but I think we'll get a pretty 
godd response. Let me know right away so I can get this off to Doc Lapp 
in time for the next issue. 


Best wishes, 
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With this installment the authors will begin a series of articles listing the 

ten best condition specimens of each Half Cent variety, where ten exist. Unlike the 

Large Cent, the Half Cent has had little condition census information published about 
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catalogues anchor the quantitative, nonspecific listings done by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

in past issues of PENNY-WISE (Vol. VII No.6, and Vol. XII No. 1) and most recently in 

his second edition of AMERICAN HALF CENTS: THE LITTLE HALF SISTERS. The efforts of 

Milton Pfeffer and Rich Bilancia, whose individual works have appeared in past issues 

of PENNY-WISE, are worth noting. Although not a true condition census } their efforts 

at listing the appearances of high-grade pieces were a step forward. 

The authors have studied, collected and researched Half Cents for many years. 

Roger Cohen's credentials as an authority on the subject are undisputed. AMERICAN HALF 
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CENTS, both first and second editions, are the estiy standard reference on the subject. 
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His collection ranks as one of the finest in the country (certainly ona. the most 
complete as to variety and sub-variety) and is replete with condition and die-state 
rarities. Cohen's contacts and correspondence with most Half Cent collectors in the 
country has enabled him to maintain his records of significant Half Cent appearances. 
Ron Guth has, on two separate occasions, formed notable Half Cent collections. He 
is a contributor to AMERICAN HALF CENTS by Cohen, a consultant on the Half Cent to 
the American Numismatic Association Certification Service, and a frequent contributor 
to publications such as COIN WORLD, PENNY-WISE, and THE NUMISMATIST. In addition 
Guth maintains an extensive photo and auction plate file on the Half Cent varieties 
and through his activities as a coin dealer, has seen many of the important Half 
Cent collections in the country. 


TOP TEN pg. 2 


The details presented herein represent the best available information based 
on the authors' experience, research, and data contributed by reliable sources. These 
coin sources include personal observations, present ownership of specific coins, and 
quality photographs of individual coins. In many cases, actual comparisons have been 
made between coins of similar quality to determine rankings. The "Census" does not 
represent the final, inviolate listing of all coins in high grade. New specimens 
can appear which should be included in any revision. Coins listed in the "Census" wWch 
^ not^examined by the authors will be removed from their placement should observation 
prove this to be necessary. Sometimes coins will reappear from long-ago sales that 
by today's standards are graded higher or lower than previously. Therefore, the 
"Census" should be used solely as a guide. The authors do not condone it's use to 
"hype" condition rarities because of the problems created by any attempt to list 
the "finest known." Perhaps in the not too distant future the goal of a resonably 
complete condition census with all coins known, graded and ranked can become a 
reality. It can only be possible with all collectors working toward that as the 
common goal. 

Revisions may be anticipated as additional information is generated as a 
result of this first attempt. Persons who own or are aware of significant condition 
rarities should please contact either of the authors to have their coin included in 
future listings. Ideally, if actual coins could be submitted for examination and 
photography, greater accuracy could be obtained. 

Coins and/or information and comments may be sent to: 


Ron Guth 

3504 First Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47710 


Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
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Mte-60 

r 


Mills-Alvord|-D4pon't-W.I B^reford 

4 [1 Ml.i i 


MS-60 H. Chapman "J.G. Mills" 1904:1400 - S.H., Chapman "F.R. Alvord" 6/1924: 

8 , $ 65 . - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" ll/l954:1029» $ 675 . - W. Bareford. 
Perfect die. 

MS-? "early B. Max Mehl sale" - Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:513. $4750. - Dr. 
McGeary. Perfect die. 

AU-55 Midwest collector, possibly from England. Early die state with no break. 

AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 - Stack's "R.L. Tollett" 4/l971:l - ?. Perfect 
reverse. 

AU-50 H.P. Smith - Earle - Brand - Judd - Helfenstein - California collection. 


.EF -45 Stack's "R.T. Davis" 2/1968:1, $2400. - Showers - ?. 

>v\ ^/■eo*.'- 

EF-? New Netherlands 6lst sale "Dr. Angus C. Black" 6/197fiL? 110, $1600. - ?. 
Perfect reverse. 

1 1 
EF-/ Eliasberg 

EF- \ Norweb 

EF- Tobias - M.L. Kaplan circa 1973 - ? 

EF-40 Gross- R.S. Cohen, Jr. 

EF-40 Stack's 1976 ANA sale - ?. 

The authors have listed more than ten specimens of this variety, since 
there may be some duplication of appearances. In addition there are several 
other specimens which have not been examined which should be mentioned, but 
have not been until further information is received. One especially interesting 
example of this variety is the Merkin 3/1969*590 - Merkin 6/1972:93 coin. 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr. purchased the coin from the latter sale at $2100. The coin 
has been mutilated by^ having part of the rim ground off so as to better center 
the design on the placnhet. The coin weighs only 89 .1 grains against a stan¬ 
dard of 104 grains. V 
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MS-60 H. Chapman "G.H. Earle" 1912:3599 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder 6/l95^‘>259» $315* - Showers - Midwest collection. The reverse 
of this coin is illustrated in Gilbert. 

MS-60 B. Luckett l/1959 - California collector 
AU-? T.sn Clarke - Williams 

AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 - ? 

AU-? Midwest collection - AUCTION *81 - ? 

AU-? Lester Merkin 9/1968 - ? 

EF-45 Harold P. Newlin collection - Bowers & Ruddy "Garrett Part I" ll/1979s 

1 . 

EF-45 Shimkus - McGuigan collection. 

EF -? Lester Merkin 2/1971:500 - ? 

EF-40 Hanson - Munde - R.S. Cohen, Jr. 

1793 0-3 

MS -65 Midwest collection 

MS-60 T.J. Clarke - Numismatic Gallery "C.M. Williams" ll/l950:669 - Bareford 
collection. 

AU -55 Showers - ? 

AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 - Stack's "Charles Jay" 10 / 1967 : 80 , $1800. - ? 
AU-? Lester Merkin 6/1971:528 - ? 

AU-? Reliably reported as residing in a collection outside of the U.S. 

EF-40 Steigerwalt - Ne^ Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:260, 
$ 112.50 - ? 

EF-? Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:1, $1250. - Stack's "September Sale" 9/1975: 

1 , $ 2150 . - ? 

EF-? Eliasberg collection. 

EF-? Stack’s "Delp" ll/l972:l, $2300. - ? 
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MS-60 Showers - Midwest collection. 

MS-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 , $2500. - Stack's "E.H. Gardner" 1965:1109 - ? 

MS - ? Williams - ? This may be the above specimen. 

AU-? Stack's "Charlotte Mint" 3/1979sI 856 - ? 

AU-55 Superior Galleries "Bernard Turkus" 6/l98l:l, $25»000. - Jerry Cohen - ? 

AU-50 Elder's 48th sale "Woodin" 3/1911:797 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/l954:26l, $170. - Stack's "Autumn" 9/1978:498, $6000. - Bowers & Ruddy 
Rare Coin Review in 1980 - ? 

EF-? Showers - New Netherlands 44th sale "6/1954:262, $125. - ? 

EF-? K.P. Austin - ? 

EF-? Stack's 4/1975 - Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - ? 

EF-? Stack's ll/l968:447, $2100. - ? 

Every effort has been made to be as complete and as accurate as possible. The 
authors solicit your comments, criticisms, and assistance. 

The authors sincerely hope that this pioneering effort will be regarded as such; 
that is, we expect the current listings to be changed greatly in the next few 
months as new and more complete information is received. Since this is being 
done for every collector's benefit, the authors would be grateful for any and 
all help from any and all sources. We shall act as "presenters" while the 
owners of superior coins and the contributors to this effort will be the true 
authors. 


THE TOP 10: AN EXPLANATION 
by RON GUTH and ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 

With this installment, the authors will begin a series of articles listing 
the ten best condition specimens of each Half Cent variety, where ten exist. 
Unlike the Large Cent, the Half Cent has had little condition census information 
published about it. Prior information has come from the occasional and gener¬ 
ally inaccurate information in auction catalogues or the quantitative, non¬ 
specific listings done by Roger S. Cohen, Jr. in past issues of PENNY-WISE 
(Vol. VII No. 6 and Vol. XII No. l) and most recently in his second edition 
of AMERICAN HALE CENTS: THE LITTLE HALF SISTERS. The efforts of Milton Pfeffer 
and Rich Bilancia, whoseindividual works have appeared in past issues of PENNY- 
WISE, are worth noting. Although not a true condition census, their efforts at 
listing the appearances of high-grade pieces were a step forward. 

The authors have studied, collected and researched Half Cents for many years. 
Roger Cohen's credentials as an authority on the subject are undisputed. 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS, both first and second editions, are the current standard 
reference on the subject. His collection ranks as one of the finest in the 
country (certainly one of the most complete as to variety and sub-variety) and 
is replete with condition and die-state rarities. Cohen's contacts and corre¬ 
spondence with most Half Cent collectors in the country has enabled him to 
maintain his records of significant Half Cent appearances. Ron Guth has,on 
two separate occasions,formed notable Half Cent collections. He is a contri- 
utor to AMERICAN HALF CENTS by Cohen, a consultant on the Half Cent to the 
American Numismatic Association Certification Service, and a frequent contri¬ 
butor to publications such as COIN WORLD, PENNY-WISE, and THE NUMISMATIST. 

In addition, Guth maintains an extensive photo and auction catalogue plate 
file on the Half Cent varieties and,through his activities as a coin dealer, 
has seen many of the important Half Cent collections in the country. 


The details presented herein represent the best available information based 
on the authors' experience, research, and data contributed by reliable sources. 
These coin sources include personal observations, present ownership of specific 
coins, and quality photographs of individual coins. In many cases, actual com¬ 
parisons have been made between coins of similar quality to determine rankings. 

The "Census" does not represent the final, inviolate listing of all coins in 
high grade. New specimens can appear which should be included in any revision. 
Coins listed in the "Gensus" which have not been examined by the authors will 
be removed from their placement from should observation prove this to be neces¬ 
sary. Sometimes coins will re-appear from long-ago sales that by today's stan¬ 
dards are graded higher or lower than previously. Therefore, the "Census" should 

be used solely as a guide. The authors do not condone it's use to "hype" con¬ 
dition rarities because of the problems created by any attempt to list "the 

finest known." Perhaps in the not too distant future the goal of a reasonably 

accurate and complete condition census with all coins known, graded and ranked can 
become a reality. It can only be possible, however, with all collectors working 
toward this as the common goal. 

Revisions may be anticipated as additional information is generated as a 
result of this first attempt. Persons who own or are aware of significant con¬ 
dition rarities should please contact either of the authors to have their coin 
included in future listings. Ideally, if actual coins could be submitted for 
examination and photography, greater accuracy could be obtained. 

Goins and/or information and comments may be sent to: 


RON GUTH 

350^ first Avenue 
Evansville, IN 47710 


ROGER S. COHEN, JR. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda, MD 208l6 


HOW TO READ THE LISTINGS 


Each of the coins is graded. Where actual coins have been observed or where 
their grade has been reliably reported, the numerical grade has been included; 
where further information is awaited, the numerical grade has been replaced 
with a question mark (?). The "pedigree" follows with the earliest appearance 
first and each subsequent appearance is separated by a dash and so on until 
the present. Where present ownership is known it is inlcuded; where it is not 
it is designated with a question mark. Auction appearances are indicated by 
the company name, the title of the sale (if so designated), the date, the lot 
number, and the price realized - in that order. Where such information is not 
known it has not been inlcuded. 
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MS-60 H. Chapman "J.G. Mills" 1904:1400 - S.H. Chapman "F.R. Alvord" 6/1924: 
8 , $ 65 . - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" ll/l954:1029, $ 675 . - W. Bareford. 
Perfect reverse. 

MS-? "Early B. Max Mehl sale" - Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:513, $4750. - Dr. 
McGeary. Perfect reverse. 

AU-55 Midwest collector, possibly from England. Perfect reverse. 

AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 - Stack's "R.L. Tollett" 4/l971:l - ?. Perfect 
reverse. 

AU-50 H.P. Smith - Earle - Brand - Judd - Helfenstein - reportedly in a 
California collection. 

EF-45 Stack's "R.T. Davis" 2/1968:1, $2400. - Showers - ?. Not "ex-Brobston" 
as stated in Merkin 3/1969!590. F AME break on reverse. 

EF-? New Netherlands 6 lst sale "Dr. Angus C. Black" 6/1970:110, $l600. - ?. 
Perfect reverse. Graded "EF-45" in the sale. 

EF-? Eliasberg collection, 

EF-? Norweb collection. 


EF-? Tobias - M.L. Kaplan circa 1973 - ?• 

EF-40 Ricky Gross - R.S. Cohen, Jr. 

EF-40 Stack's 1976 A.N.A. Sale - ?. 

The authors have listed more than ten specimens of this variety since 
there may be some duplication of appearances. In addition there are several 
other pieces which have not been examined which might merit inclusion, but have 
not been included until further information is received. One especially inter¬ 
esting example of this variety is the Merkin 3/19^9:590 - Merkin 6/1972:93 
coin. Roger S. Cohen, Jr. purchased the coin from the latter sale at $2100. 

The coin has been mutilated by having part of the rim ground off so as to better 
center the design on the planchet. The coin weighs only 89 .1 grains against a 
standard of 104 grains. 
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MS-60 H. Chapman "G.H. Earle" 1912:3599 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder 6/1954:259* $315* - Showers - Midwest collection. The reverse 
of this coin is illustrated in Gilbert. 

MS-60 B. Luckett l/l959 - California collector 
AU-? T.S. Clarke - Williams 

AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 - ? 

AU-? Midwest collection - AUCTION '81 - ? 

AU-? Lester Merkin 9/1968 - ? 

EF-45 Harold P. Newlin collection - Bowers & Ruddy "Garrett Part I" ll/l979: 

1. 

EF-45 Shimkus - McGuigan collection. 

EF -? Lester Merkin 2/1971:500 - ? 

EF-40 Hanson - Munde - R.S. Cohen, Jr. 
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MS -65 Midwest collection 

MS-60 T.J. Clarke - Numismatic Gallery "C.M. Williams" ll/l950:669 - Bareford 
collection. 

AU-55 Showers - ? 

AU-? Stack's "Brobston" 1963 - Stack's "Charles Jay" 10/1967:80, $1800. - ? 
AU-? Lester Merkin 6/1971:528 - ? 

AU-? Reliably reported as residing in a collection outside of the U.S. 

EF-40 Steigerwalt - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:260, 
$ 112.50 - ? 

EF-? Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:1, $1250. - Stack's "September Sale" 9/1975 

1 , $ 2150 . - ? 

EF-? Eliasberg collection. 

EF-? Stack's "Delp" ll/l972:l, $2300. - ? 
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THE TOP TEN 


CD 7^i < 

QjfiysLf* A 


by Roger 5. Cohen, Jr. and Ron Guth 


We're back again this month with the remainder of the 17 94 Half 
Cent issues and the first three varieties of the i795's. My <RG> 
apologies for missing the last issue; between closing rev business 
in Evansvilie and moving to a new position in Lexington. KY, I 
simply was unabie to meet the deadline. We almost didn't make 
this one, and had we not, there would have been no excuse (1 
would, however, have been in real big trouble)! We'll keep this 
timely from now on. 

Jack Collins was kind enough to offer to us. for inclusion in 
i this segment, the Condition Census information from Waiter Breen's 
upcoming work on U.S. Half Cents. That information will serve to 
make this series virtually complete and we gratefully acknowledge 
Jacks offer. However, my promise, in return for the information, 
was not to include any previously unknown material in our effort 
until Breen's book had gone to print. In the absence of Jack's 
written acknowledgement of his having gone to press, we are forced 
to proceed without it. Hopefully, by the next issue we can take 

care of the paperwork and offer you the most complete and accurate 

\ Condition Census information available today. 

Remember, this is an attempt to list the tou ten condition 
specimens (where they exist!) of each Half Cent variety. The list 
is based on first-hand knowledge, auction records, reliable 
sources and actual sightings and is considered as accurate as 
possible. It is meant to be a flexible guide to aid collectors, 
and one that can be changed as new, high condition specimens 

appear. As much as we'd like it to be, IT IS NOT THE FINAL WORD! 

Special thanks this issue go to our contributing editors Dei 
Bland and Jim MoGuiasn. Their special efforts and knowledge are 
invaluable. Thanks also to the many collectors who have 

contributed bits and pieces to this effort - all of it helps! 


17 94 C-5 a 



K 


/AU-55+ From Europe - Lester Merkin 3/1966:96 - Richard Picker - 
(Alien Harriman (publisher of the "Grev-sheet") - Superior 

/Galleries "Auction '83" 7/1983:1514, $39,600. - Texas colle ctor, 

j Described as MS-63 and "finest known" in the 1983 sTTiT (the TTTter 
^description being the more accurate/. 

•AU-50 Geiss - Mehl 2/1947:272 - various dealer intermediaries 

from 1 9 72- 1 980 - Ohio c o 1 1 e c t o r . S To 
•EF-? Stack's "Charles Jay" 10/1967:81 - present whereabouts 

unknown. 

VF-35 Bowers and Ruddy Fixed Price List (1975) as "AU. light 
brown" - present whereabouts unknown. 

# VF-35 G.L. Tilden - Elder sale 6/1921:2229 - New Netherlands 44th 
sale "Hillver Ryder" 6/1954:265, $110. - Philip Showers collection 

- various intermediaries - Midwest collector 
•VF-30 Jack Bevmer - California collector LowD 
. VF-25 Williams 11/1950:680 - New Jersey collector - 









'VF-25 
„» VF-25 
, VF-2 5 


James Kelly "Danner 11 
Stack's store stock 
1973 coin shov; 


< - 


51 -£'•* ftt** 


4/1959: 1355 - California 
- Maryland col lector. 
y - New Jersey collector. 

k ry t*a*j 

(vusn^a SPe-t,"*./,; 

1794 C-5b 


collector . iviV 

— SRrt l /h — 


VF-30 Bowers & Ruddy Rare Coin Review #24 (Autumn 1975) as 

* "superb about unc." at $1495. - V.K. Raymond - California 

_co i lector . W&* 

VG-1Q A recent discovery, sent to Ron Guth by A.N.A.C.S. to be 

• authenticated and attributed. Detail of Fine, but with obverse 

and reverse damage. Present whereabouts unknown. 


1 7 94 C- 6 a 

F-15 Williams 11/1950:678 - Stacks's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 

* i963 - present whereabouts unknown. 

T F-12 Paramount 5/1970:1269, EF or so, but damaged and burnished. 

• F-12 Stack's 6 / 1 9 70:802 - Maryland col lector Kcc 

f-lS , F-12 Alvord 6/1924:28, $7.75 - Hugh Campbell - California 


co 1 lector 

New Jersey collector. 

Stack's "Anderson-Duuont" 11/195 


r VG-10 

f-fT- VG-10 Stack's " An d e r s on-Duu on t " 1 1 / 1 9 5 4:1 03 7, $42.50 - Phil 

P ** a ^ ^Showers - various intermediaries - Midwest collector .#7 

VG-10 D. Frederick - R.S. Cohen, Ji. - Midwest collector - R. 
* C onen, Jr. - Richard Shimkus - Chicago collector.^ V 
l VG-10 James Ke 1 1 v £■%,/ 1 9 5 9 : 1 3 5 4 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG-8 Denis Loring - Ron Guth - Illinois col lector 
'VG-8 Stack's "Robison" 2/1982:304, $105 


Connecticut 


collector. 


Sharpness of VF-tF, but pitted on the obverse. 


In addition to the above ten specimens, there are quite a few 
that might be worthy of inclusion. For example. Jim McGuigan 
currently owns the New Netherlands 57th sale specimen To a 
"detail" man, it misses the Census, but to the "purist" it raight 
be a more desirable coin than, say, the Robison" example. We try 
to present a balanced view. 


17 94 C- 6 b 

F-12 Lahrman - Kosoff 2/1963:50 as Gilbert 7" - W.C. diaisdeil - 
Del Bland - W.K. Raymond - California collector . 

(?<^\ 

1 79 4 C-7 \*J 

•MS-65 From Europe - Numismatics, Ltd. - Midwest collector. 

•MS-60 British museum. 

EF-4 5 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - 

Mi awes t collector - California collector. /UJ 
. EF-40 Stack's "Rawls" 6/1970:1096, $575. - 


Maryland collector . 
















Ho^tr'SD^ 

VF-35 From Ireland - Spink & Son 9/1982:245 - Virginia collector 
' - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF-30 Parsons - H. Chapman 6/1914:1939 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 
11/1945:1 - present whereabouts unknown. 

^ vf- 30 Harmer Rooke sale - Shimkus - private collector. 

Recolored. 

VF-20 Stack's store stock around October 1980 - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

1 - > F- 1 5-20 Illinois co11ector $Y?€ 

F-15 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - S.Q. West - Tom 
* Ka t man - R.S. Cohen, Jr. - Jim McGuigan - Virginia collector. (** 





\ 


EF-40 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries 

.fjjidwest collector. 

EF-40 Kaain's 4/1963:1350 - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-? Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1 963 - Marvin Kantner - 
Stack's 11/1968:450, $1250. - private collector. 

VF-30 Reliably reported twice in 1974 - present whereabouts 

un known. , 

► VF-20/15 Jack Eeymer - John Bergman - California coi lector.V 
• VF-20 H. Gibbs - New Jersey collector. Sr . wiv t , ( c 
VF-2 0 Alvord 6 / 1 924:1 7 - Ryder - Wayte Raymond 1 1 / 1 9 45:2 - 

present whereabouts unknown. 

F-15 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - S.Q. West - Tom 

Katman - Pennsylvania collector.inn 
, F-12 Mvles Gerson - Maryland collector. ‘.Oc, 
r F-12 Georgia collector. 


1794 C-9 

MS-63 NASCA 7/1980:1067 - Steve Ivy Rare Coins - New York 

coiiector/dealer. 

-MS-60 Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:514, $2300. - present whereabouts 

unknown. 

MS-60 A.N.A. Sale 1973:1676 (where misaltributed as C-8) - 

* Midwest collector. 

MS-60 Elder 1923 - NE Pennsylvania collector - SE Pennsylvania 
collector - John Forman - Pennsylvania eol iector. 

* MS-60 Alvord 6/1924:13 - present whereabouts unknown. 

AU-55 Dr. J. Hewitt Judd - Lester Merkin 3/1968:94 - Richard 

Picker - Dresent whereabouts unknwon. 

AU-55 Bement 5/1916:416 - B. Max Mehl "C.A. Aiienburger" 

* 3/1948:331 - Delaware collector. r* *9 

AU-50 Steinmetz Rare Coins - Amwesl Numismatic Auctions 

11/1981:99 as "MS-60" - investor - recently offered by Steve Ivy 

Rare Coins (now Heritage Rare Coin Galleries) - present 
_whereabouts unknown. 

EF-45 Stack's "R.T. Davis" 2/1968:2. $1450. - "R.B." - Stack's 

12/1969:337, $600. - present whereabouts unknown. 

EF-45 Joseph H. Spray - Stack's 4/1978:24. $775. - Gene Eraig - 

' Jim McGuigan - California collector . W** 

fi 0 -Sb - fief** STfi-oiXs 

3 * fjy 


3 


















1795 C-l 


CAtrmtfP 


MS-65 S.H. & H. Chapman "Mills" 4/1904:1407 - H. Chapman - Robert 
Garrett - John Work Garrett - Bowers & Ruduv “uarrect - Fan 
11/1979:3 - Stan Kesselman - private collector. 

Tms- 65 Williams:6 8 2 - Delaware collection. 

MS-65 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries - 

Midwest collector. , 

MS-60 Elder "Mougev":289 - H. Chapman - Bement:416 - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

AU-55 Rarcoa 8/1973 - Midwest collector - Julian Leidman - Karcoa 

"Auction '81" 7/1981:31. $11-500. - present whereabouts umcnown. 

Bevond the above coins. there are at least ten different 
specimens at the AU level and legions of EF s. To differentiate 
between them is meaningless; the 1795 c 1 15 not a con 

rarity until it hits the Mint State ievei. 


17 93 C- 2 a 


MS-60 Midwest collector. 

MS-? Alvord 6/1924:44. $62 

AU - 5 0 C 1 eanev : i 9 4 1 - Mills. 1408 - David S. Wi i son : 9 90 - s»t *cic 

Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1 963 - New York Collector.***^* 

Lester Merkin 3/1969:593 - present whereaoouts unknown. 

Quality Sales 11/1972:12 ^ Tony 

1/ P collector. 

" ^ EF-45 From England - Empire Coin Co 

Dave Stagg III - Jack Bevmer - private coilec 
EF-40 Stack's "Anderson-Dupont' 

Blaisdell - Dei Bland - W.K 


- AU- 5 0 
Sc/\f v** AU- 5 0 


present whereabouts unknown. 


Ter r anova - Midwest 

Alan Weinberg - Del Bland 
tor Tri(M» s 

11/1954:1044. $73. - W.C. 

Raymond - Jim Mackie - 1978 A.N.A. 


sale:90 - Leidman - present whereabouts unknown. 

Alvord 6/1924:45, $16. - present whereabouts unknown. 

3/1883:361 - Stack's "Garrett" 3/1976:4. 

Properties - present whereabouts 


EF-40 

EF-40 S.H. & H. Chapman 
$1250. - Essex Numismatic 

^unknown . 

VF-30 Wavte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sal 
6/1954:269. $42.50 - present whereabouts unknown. 

6’TAelti' '*/ ti U 3 j. 


"Hi liver Ryder" 






T 
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"Hi 1 Iyer 


— AU-50 Alvord 6 / 1 924:55. $80. - New Netherlands 44th sal 

’ Ryder" 6/1954:270, $650. - present whereabouts unknown. 

. VF-25 California collector'" Sharpness of AU. but mutilated. 

F_i 5 Commodore W.C. Eaton - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 

11/1954:1045. $170. - Dorothy Neison - Stack's "Spence 

3 / 1 97 5 821. $ 1 000. - Maryland coliectoi .RS‘ 

T-12 B. Max MehI "Neil" 1 947:2205 - Stack's Fixed Price List 
"Brobston" 1963 - S.Q. West - Tom Katrnan - Pennsylvania collector. 

F-12 California collector. Double struck.' 
fTT Tom 
unknown. 


forma collector. uouuie — 

Warfield collection (circa 1955) - present whereabouts 


5 












che same 


F-? Tom Warfield collection (another specimen from 
period) - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG-10 Philip Showers collection - various intermediaries 

^ _Midwest collector. R" * 1 

VG-7 F.S. Gugaenheimer - Stack's 1/1953:15 - New Jersey 

col lector . 

« VG-7 Connecticut co I 1 ec t or . C«oo \ 0 ce 


The entire population 
(TT) specimens! 




of this variety presently known 


17 95 


C-3 




only 


/“VF-35 Stack’s "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1046, $500. - Dorothy 

' Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:820, $2000. - California 

_collector. C-zH 

* EF-4 0 Midwest collector. 

7 EF-? S.Q. West (circa 1965) - present whereabouts unknown. 

~ A/F-30 Stack's Fixed Price List '*Brobs ton" 1963 - Philip Showers 
' collection - Midwest collector fl~r 

j VF-20 Louis Helfenstein - Lester Merkin 3/1968:102 - Jon Hanson - 
Midwest collector - California collector.^ ^ 

7 VF-20 Midwest collector - Pennsylvania collector 

VF-? Stack's store stock 8/1964 - S.Q. West - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

F -15 Ralph Pfau 5 / 1 9 79 - present whereabouts unknown. 

1 ' F-12 Private collector. 

■* 7 F -12 Maryland collector. 


NEXT ISSUE: The rest of the 1795's and both 1796‘s! 
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JEFF GARRETT 

President 

233-2300 



FLORIDA 

COIN EXCHANGE me. 



16 November, 1983 


Dear Roger, 

The enclosed listing includes your information, McGuigan’s in¬ 
put and my plate file info to date. If there are any glaring 
errors or ommissions, please let me know. My home phone number 
is 606-276-2219, but you would do better to call me here at the 
office during the days, beacuse this is where I have all my infor¬ 
mation. 


Best wishes. 



Merrill Lynch Plaza, 100 East Vine Street, Suite 703, Lexington, Kentucky 40507 - (606) 233-2300 
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^ MS-60 
^AU-? 
•'-AU-50 

ouT ^_45 

oor -E-F—45- 

F-40 

^FF-? 

u/EF-? 

c^EF-? 

t/EF-? 


^-"MS-60 
^—AU-50 


ts' AU-? 
,/EF-40 
^EF-40 
<^EF-40 
^EF-40 
^F-40 

/EF-40 

EF-? 

EF-? 


Showers - Midwest Collector. 

Lester Merkin 3/1969:594 - ? 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $700. - Stack's 
"R.L. Miles" 4/1969:5, $850. - Stack's 9/1975:6 - ? - JRM. 
Hank Rodgers ( 1972) - ? — -t B*r Fj 

J.G. Hanson. —• r>o^> of= 4-o-se> 

Kagin's 314th sale 11/1974 - ? - RSC. 

H. Chapman "Jenks" 12/1921:6240 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:271, $40. - ? 

Shimkus. 

Stack’s Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - ? Clipped 

planchet. 

Steve Fischer - Joel Harwin. 


1795 C-5a 

Williams 11/1950:686 - Bareford. 

Stack's "Spring Sale" 4/1978:26, $1200. - Midwest 

collector. 

Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:515, $650. - ? 


From England - W.C. Blaisdell - Weber. 

New Netherlands 66th sale 7/1976:815 - Ralph Pfau. 

Showers - Midwest collector. 

Stack's "Roper" 12/1983:433 - ? 

Stack's - J.E. Braunworth - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries "ANA 
sale" 7/1981:1758, $2400. - JRM. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - Stack's "R.L. 

Tollett 4/1971:2 — RSC. Plated—irn—C o h e n— s—£ i r s t-^-tHrtdro n . 
Alvord 6/1924:52, $22. - ? 

Harmer, Rooke 11/1969:776 - ? 




1795 C-5b 

v ^RS- 65 Conway Bolt - Kenneth Goldman - George Szykir - JRM. 

AU —? 1953 ANA sale:145 — New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 

Ryder" 6/1954:273, $100. - ? 

V* Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $550. - Stack's 

--■vl ’ .i Un K gden" 5/1968:106, $600. - L.G. Rogers. 

OmkTT v^rU-50 (Wilson^ ) Clapp - Eliasberg (s^e-^€=^ne- J Free-- L 75-:551 

CwKfition Census information." ffEhxooer - F^this /$ t3fle£oJ tfoUrn/r 

^ o AU-? Stack's "Nicholson Family" 6/1967:758, $720. - ? *** U£r ** r 

E-F--40 Quality Sales Corp. 11/1972 : 13 - Midwest collector. 'V* 

\sx>r~ 3 0 EF-? Miles 4/1969:6 - ? * u>hB Tfi/tf! I 

r ;: EF-40 Pinetree 2/1975:551 - Rarcoa - JRM - R. Tettenhorst. 

Double clip. 

•^VF-30 Hugh Campbell - Weber. 

/VF-30 Guth - Robinson. 

Obj3 

1795 C-6a 




£^MS-65 Midwest Collector. 

Ralph Pfau Xclrca JL973) - ? 0?_f 
i^- MS-? Alvord:48 - ? 
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✓ AU-55 
^AU-55 



!EF-40 
EF-? 


F-15 

F-15 

F-12 

VG-1Q 

VG-10 

VG-8 

VG-8 

VG-8 

VG-7 

G-6 


° / MS-63 

yfaS-60 

yAU-55 


JF-1 

yF-? 


/VG-? 

^VG-8 

i^VG-7 

VG-? 


/ MS-63 


i /o?i- 

-MS-60 

^S-60 


Showers - Midwest collector. 

Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1049 - Dorothy Nelson - 

Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:819, $4200. - Rarcoa "Rockford" 
1/1978:2 - Long Island collector - Jimmy Hayes 

Stack's 4/1983:1097 - ? 

Showers - ? 

Superior Galleries "Bernard Turkus" 6/1981:3 - ? 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $375. - Stack's 
3/1972:6, $400. - RSC. 

W.C. Blaisdell - W.K. Raymond Fixed Price List 8/1977 - ? 
Alvord:49 - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1050 

Richard Picker - Lester Merkin - ? 

1795 C-6b 

Weber 

B.M. Douglas 1953 - RSC. 

Richard Gross - J.J. Teaparty advertisement 8/1983 - R. 
Tettenhorst. 

G.J. Hanson - JRM 
Schoenwalter. 

Stack's store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - ? 

G.J. Hanson - R.D. Munde - RSC - JRM- R. Tetten^horst. 
Kagin's 298th sale 11/1972:589 - RSC- Yuell 
G.J. Hanson - RSC - Martin Baer 
JRM - Gene Braig. 

1796 C-l 

Showers - Type collector - Midwest collector. 

Atwater (1946 sale) - Eliasberg. 

Virgil Brand - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1054 

Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:823 - Midwest 

collector - JRM. 

David Proskey - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer 
Ryder" 6/1954:275, $700. - ? 

Stack's "Robison" 2/1982:313 - New York "1796" collector. 
Carl Wurtzbach - Virgil Brand - W.H. Sheldon - H. Chapman - 
? - Richard Picker - Lester Merkin 3/1969:596 - Partrick. 
Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $5750. - ? 

William Doyle Galleries "Loye Lauder" 12/1983 - ? 

Stack's "ANA Sale" 8/1976:142 - ? 

Stack's "David-Graves" 4/1954:87, $650. - ? 

1796 C-2 

Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1053, $2300. - Dorothy 

Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:822, $20,000. - Midwest 
collector. The "Dupont" catalogue states that this coin 
"is believed to be the origin al M cCoy^ - Levick - Zanoni - 
Miller^- Newcomb ( - s frr .) - GreeiCV coinT*' nS7 
Virgil Brand - New Netherlands stock - D. Partrick. 

Possibly Woodward "G.M. Klein" 5/1888 - Chapman - Ellsworth 
New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:274, 
$1600. - ? 
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/ M S-60 Newcomber - ? - 1963 sale - Kagin's "Sale of the '70's":980 

v - type collector - JRM. 

</*U-55 Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 11/1976 (from England) - NERCA 
4/1980:900. - A. Terranova - private collector. 

(^AU-55 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $9750. - Stack's 
"Charles Jay" 10/1967:82, $9000. - ? - Auction '80:1005, 

$52,500. (returned by buyer) - Stack's - New York "1796" 
collector. 

t^AU-50 Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:7, $6500. - Stack's "Fenn" 

10/1976:7, $11,000. Cleaned. 

i/AU-50 Showers - Investor of Essex Numismatics - JRM - FCE "Winter 
Sale" 1/1984:9 - ? 

t /^EF-40 From England - Oregon collector - Paul Puckett - Wallace 
Lee. 

w^EF-40 S.H. & H. Chapman 3/1883:392 - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 

"Garrett Part I" 11/1979:5 - Beymer. 
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Weber 

B.M. Douglas 1953 - RSC. 

Tettenhorst!° SS " J ' J * Tea P art y advertisement 8/1983 - R. 
G.J. Hanson - JRM 
Schoenwalter. 

Stack's store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - 7 

■CagL'^Sth sale * Willi,US I HI ^^orst. 

G.J. Hanson - RSC - Martin Baer 
JKM - Gene Braig. 
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THE TOP TEN - 1795 C4 - 1796 C2 


^ i/Ww 

L-o 1H 


by Ron Guth and Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


Welcome to the latest installment of the TOP TEN. This issue 
will cover the finest known Half Cents of 1795 (varieties C-4 
through C-6b) , and the two varieties of 1796. Special thanks go 
to the following contributors for help with this series: 

BILL WEBER 
WILLIAM BAREFORD 
DEL BLAND 
JIM McGUIGAN 
R. TETTENHORST 

As of this writing, we have still not received written 
permission 1rom Jack Collins to include additional material from 
the proposed book on Half Cents by Walter Breen. For those who 
are concerned with the impact of this missing information, let it 
be said that the work presented here is virtually complete, 
irticularlj in the modern arena (since 19 50) . What the 
Collins/Breen information provides is mostly tangential tie-ins to 
the turn-of-the-century auction sales and fill-in information on a 
reportedly significant California collection. 

_ '•***£'**_?- 

MS-60 Hanson. 

MS-60 Showers - Tettenhorst. 

Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:594, $450. - G.J. 
Hanson . 

AU-50 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $700. - Stack's 
"R.L. Miles" 4/1969:5, $850. - Stack's 9/1975:6, $750. - ? 

- JRM. 

EF-45 Shimkus. 

1,1-40 Spink's "Carnegie" sale - Bowers & Merena Galleries "Marcus 
Brown" 11/1983:2533, $1900. - Braig. 

EF-40 Kagin's 304th sale 11/1974:3 - New England Rare Coin 
Galleries Fixed Price List #4 (1975) - Pine Tree "Dr. 

Conway Bolt" 11/1975:1 - Pine Tree 1/1978:66 - various 

intermediaries - RSC. 

EF-? H. Chapman "Jenks" 12/1921:6240 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:271, $40. - to bidder "LB". 

EF-? Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - ? Clipped 

planchet. 

EF-40 Steve Fischer - Joel Har.win. 

The C-4 variety is often difficult to grade. The reverse broke 
and the obverse sank, resulting in central weakness on both the 
obverse and reverse. For more detailed information regarding this 
problem, see Roger Cohen's description in his second edition of 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS. 


1 


1795 C-5a 


MS-60 Williams 11/1950:686 - Bareford. 

AU-50 Joseph H. Spray - Stack's "Spring Sale" 4/1978:26, $1200. - 
Tettenhorst. 

AU-50 Shimkus. 

AU-50 Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:515, $650. - ? 

EF-45 Fred Borcherdt. 

EF-40 A.H. Baldwin, London in November, 1946 - W.C. Blaisdell - 
Weber. 

EF-40 New Netherlands 66th sale 7/1976:815 - Ralph Pfau. 

EF-40 Showers - Tettenhorst. 

EF-40 Stack's "Roper" 12/1983:433 - Fritz Weber. 

EF-40 Stack's store stock- J.E. Braunworth - Bowers & Ruddy 
Galleries "ANA sale" 7/1981:1758, $2400. - JRM. 

EF-40 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $300. - Stack's 
"R.L. Tollett" 4/1971:2, $380. - RSC. Plated in Cohen's 
first edition. 

1795 C-5b 

MS-65 Dr. Conway Bolt - various intermediaries - JRM. Overstruck 
on a large cent (variety S-76a or b). 

AU-50 D.S. Wilson - John Clapp - Louis Eliasberg, 

Ei'-4u Morgenthau sale #405 10/1939:668 - Joseph^Steele - 1953 ANA 
sale:1451 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 

EF-40 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $550. - Stack's 
" ■ * 'od< i" 8:106, 600. - L.G. Rogers. 

EF-40 Stack 'j "Nicholson Family" 6/1967:758, $720. - Partrick. 

VF ~ 35 QualLty Sales Coip. 11/ 1972: 13 - lettenhois 

VF-30 Stack’s "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:6, $350. - 7 

i F - 3 0 Hugh Campbell — Weber. 124 grains. 

VF-30 Guth - Robinson. 

VF-30 New Netherlands Mail Bid Sale 3/1973:38 - ? 

179 ’ C_6a 

MS-65 Tettenhorst. 

AU-55 Showers - Tettenhorst. 

AU-55 Quality Sales 9/1971:13 - ? 

AU-55 Robert F. Batchelder - Steve Ivy Fixed Price List 5&6/1977 

Al 55 Alvord:48 - Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1049 

Ooroth) Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 1/1975:819, $4200 - 

Rarcoa Fixed Price List 1975 - Rarcoa "Rockford" 1/1978:2 - 
Long Island collector - Jimmy Hayes - Stack's 4/1983:1097 - 

AU-50 Leo Young \ ion '80:1515 - K'agin's - ? 

AU-50 Rodney Grove - Nofal/Kling - Superior Galleries "Bernard 
Turkus" 6/1981:3 - Terranova - ? 

EF-45 Showers - ? 

liu K l! Campbell - Bland - W.K. Raymond - Tettenhorst. 

' 1st "Brobston" 1963, $375. - Stack's 

3/1972:6,$400. - RSC. 
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There are at least seven other specimens which grade EF-40 and 
whxch nxp at the heels of the ninth and tenth fines! known coins 
> ^ th ° Garrett specimen (Lot 5) 

1795 C-6b 


VG-10 

VG-10 

VG-8 

VG-8 

VG-8 

VG-7 

G-6 


advertisement 8/1983 - R. 


F-15 William R. Luckett - Weber 
F-15 B.M. Douglas 1953 - RSC. 

VG-10 Richard Gross - J.J. Teaparty 
Tettenhorst. 

G.J. Hanson - Lusk - JRM. 

Schoenwalter. 

Stack's store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - ? 
G.J. Hanson - R.D. Munde - RSC - JRM- R. Tettenshorst. 
kagm s 298th sale 11/1972:589 - RSC- Yuell. 

G.J. Hanson - RSC - Martin Baer. 

JRM - Gene Braig. 


F-15 


1796 C-l 

MS-63 Murdock sale in London, England 7/1903:963, $73.22 - Henrv 
Ketternan - ^ ‘ C ‘ DaVld Pi — ' Sh °— ' 

worth - Wayte Raymond - Mehl 

^Anderson-Dupont^ ' 1 i / ]’954 : 1054 , " $ 3606 . -°DoroUiy _ Nel son ’- 
! ; ’ : ®23, $34,000. - Tettenhorst - Jr5. 

Nprh d | Pr a Sk fJ t," Hl 4 yer R yder - Wayte Raymond - New 
Netherlands 44th sale Hillyer Ryder” 6/1954:275, $700 

Mrs. Henry N o r w e b . 

Stack’s "Robison" 2/1982:313 - New York ”1796" collector. 
Carl Wurtzbach - Virgil Brand - H. Chapman - W.H. Sheldon 
Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:596, $2600 

Donald Partrick. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $5750. - A.B. 
Hi nman - Paramount "Century'' 4/1965:61 - ? This has been 
f/?:n°</!L/? PreSented as bein 8 from the Stack's "G.H. 

^h 9 ^* 103 ? $24 ?‘’ howeve r, the lot dewscription does 
not match the com and the plate is of a 1795 half cent' 
William Doyle Galleries "Loye Lauder" 12/1983:244, $26 400 
Partrick. Probably the most pleasing and defect-free of 
tbe low end examples of this variety 
Jess Peters 89th sale 9/1977:571 - RSC. 

Stack’s "ANA Sale" 8/1976:142 - ? 


F-15 

F-15 


VG-8 


VG-8 


VG-8 

VG-7 


In addition to the above ten specimens (which 
duplications in the VG range), there are seven to nine 
specimens in lesser grades known to us. Some have long 
ownership and were in prominent Half Cent collections of 
?h 1 S ,J a ^ ie ^ y exhibits a remarkable gap when going from 
the third finest known to F-15 for the fourth finest 
KcmiM.e specimens from the fourth finest downward are 
planchets which probably is due to the poor quality of 


may have 
additional 
chains of 
the past. 
AU-55 for 
All known 
on porous 
the copper 
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used by the Mint in making planchets. Some of the lesser grade 
specimens have had their surfaces buffed or tooled to reduce their 
porous appearance. This variety is a high R-6 and has been 
eagerly sought after for well over 100 years, hence the prices 
tend to be very high in comparison to other R-6 coins in the Half 
Cent series. 


1796 C-2 


MS-63 

MS-60 

MS-60 

MS-60 

AU-55 

AU-55 


Colonel Green - Stack’s "Anderson-Dupont” 11/1954:1053, 

$2300. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence” 

3/1975:822, $20,000. - Tettenhorst. 

McCoy:757 - Levick - Zanoni - Miller:1032 - H.R. Newcomb - 

Wayte Raymond - Virgil Brand - New Netherlands stock - D. 
Partrick. 

W. Elliott Woodward 95th sale "G.M. Klein" 5/1888:2048 - 
Col. James W. Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Hillyer Ryder - 
Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 
6/1954:274, $1600. - Ben Stack - Mrs. Norweb. 

Hoilinbeck-Kagin Coin Co. (offered at numerous sales and 
Fixed Price Lists during the period from 1963 to 1973 - 

Tettenhorst - JRM. 

Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 11/1976:400 (from England) - 
yarious dealers - New England Rare Coin Auctions 
4/1980:900, $32,000. - A. Terranova - private collector. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $9750. - Stack’s 
"Charles Jay" 10/1967:82, $9000. - ? - Auction '80:1005, 

$52,500. (returned by successful bidder) - New York "1796" 
collector. 

"R.L. Miles" 4/1969:7, $6500. - Stack's "Fenn" 

$11,000. - Neil Berman - Bowers & Ruddy Fixed 
1979 - ? Cleaned. 

Showers - Essex Numismatics' investor - JRM - Florida Coin 
Exchange "Winter Sale" 1/1984:9 - ? 

From England - Oregon collector - Paul Puckett - Wallace 
Lee. 

S ' H ' H - Chapman 3/1883:392 - Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy 

Galleries "Garrett Part I" 11/1979:5 - Beymer. 

There are a number of other specimens known in the VF+ range. 
All of these high grade specimens indicate that in 1796 certain 
persons recognized that this date had a small mintage. In our 
years of collecting, we have seen or heard of less than ten 
specimens in the range of F-12 to VF-30. The vast majority of 
this variety are in the range of Basal State-1 to VG-10. Many are 
on porous planchets similar to those encountered on variety C-l 
Ue estimate the total population of 1796 C-2's to be in excess of 
7o specimens and less than 200 (Rarity- 4 ). 


AU-50 Stack' 

10/1976:7, 
Price List 

AU-50 
EF-40 
VF-35 
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THE TOP TEN - 1795 C4 - 1796 C2 
by Ron Guth and Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


Welcome to the latest installment of the TOP TEN. This issue will 
cover the finest known Half Cents of 1795 (varieties C-4 through 
C-6b), and the two varieties of 1796. Special tha nks go to the 
following contributors for help with this >fnhjitl : 

£ 

BILL WEBER __ 

WILLIAM BAREFORD 
DEL BLAND 
JIM McGUIGAN 
R. TETTENHORST 

- > fl <- 


¥\ ?- to 

• MS-60 

• Mf=5-0 
. AU-50 

. AU-50 


1795 C-4 

6 - h £ © 0 

Showers - Midwest Collector. 

Bowers & Merena Galleries "Marcus Brown" 11/1983:2533 - ? 
Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:594, $450. - G.J. 
Hanson. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $700. - Stack's 
"R.L. Miles" 4/1969:5, $850. - Stack's 9/1975:6, $750. - ? 

- JRM. 


•EF-40 Kagin's 304th sale 11/1974:3 - New England Rare Coin 

Galleries Fixed Price List #4 (1975) - Pine Tree "Dr. 

Conway Bolt" 11/1975: 1 - Pine Tree 1/1978:66 - various 

intermediaries - RSC. 

EF-? H. Chapman "Jenks" 12/1921:6240 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:271, $40. - to bidder "LB". 

• EF-7-V/ Shimkus. — * 

.EF-? Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - ? (Clipped 

planchet.) 

-*EF-? Steve Fischer - Joel Harwin. 


Reliably reported in 1977 ^ By ce-oK& n c* 


.—^ Th e C-4 variety is ofte n difficult to grade. The reverse broke 
ob'je.yscS and ^ sank f > resulting in central weakness on both 

the obverse efnd reverse. For more detailed information regarding 
this problem, see Roger Cohen's description in his second edition 
of AMERICAN HALF CENTS. 


MS-60 

1795 C-5a 

Williams 11/1950:686 - Bareford. 



AU-50 

Joseph H. Spray - Stack's "Spring 
Midwest collector. 

Sale' 

' 4/1978:26, $1200 

AU-50 

EF-45 

Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:515, $650. 
Fred Borcherdt. 

_ ? 


EF-40 

A.H. Baldwin, London in November, 
Weber . 

1946 

- W.C. Blaisdell 

EF-40 

EF-40 

New Netherlands 66th sale 7/1976: 
Showers - Midwest collector. 

815 - 

Ralph Pfau. 
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, EF-40 Stack’s "Roper" 12/1983:433 - B h,r#tr ^ 

EF-40 J.E. Braunworth - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries "ANA 

sale" 7/1981:1758, $2400. - JRM. 

EF-40 Stack’s Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - Stack’s "R.L. 

Tollett" 4/1971:2, $380. - RSC. fPlated in Cohen's first 

edition.) 

1795 C-5b 


• MS-65 
. AU-50 
•EF-40 


# EF-40 


<- EF-40 
, VF-35 
/ VF-30 
. VF-30 
. VF-30 
. VF-30 


Conway Bolt - various intermediaries - JRM. 

John Clapp - Louis Eliasberg. 

Morgenthau sale #405 10/1939:668 - Joseph Steele - 1953 ANA 
sale:1451 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 

6/1954:273, $100. - Mrs. Norweb. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $550. - Stack's 
"Van Roden" 5/1968:106, $600. - L.G. Rogers. 

Stack's "Nicholson Family" 6/1967:758, $720. - Partrick. 
Quality Sales Corp. 11/1972:13 - Midwest collector. 

Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:6, $350. - ? 

Hugh Campbell - Weber. 

Guth - Robinson. 

New Netherlands Mail Bid Sale 3/1973:38 - ? 


1795 C-6a 


* MS-65 Midwest Collector. 

* MS-? Alvord:48 - H. Chapman - ? 

* AU-55 Showers - Midwest collector. 

*AU-55 Quality Sales 9/1971:13 - ? 

* AU-55 Robert F. Batchelder - Steve Ivy Fixed Price List 5&6/1977 

_ ? 

* AU-50 Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1049 - Dorothy Nelson - 

Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:819, $4200. - Rarcoa Fixed Price 

List 1975 - Rarcoa "Rockford" 1/1978:2 - Long —Island 

tfrvrrn. collecto r - Jimmy Hayes - Stack's 4/1983:1097 - ? 

.AU-50 Leo Young - Auction '80:1515 - Kagin's - ? 

.AU-50 Rodney Grove - Nofal/Kling - Superior Galleries "Bernard 
Turkus" 6/1981:3 - Terranova - ? 

• EF-45 Showers - ? 

, EF-45 Hugh Campbell - Bland - W.K. Raymond - Tett. 


There are at least seven other specimens which grade EF-40 and 
which nip at the heels of the ninth and tenth finest known coins. 
Included among these seven would be the Garrett specimen (Lot 5) 
and the Brobston specimen. 


1795 C-6b 


• F-15 William R. Luckett - Weber 

• F-15 B.M. Douglas 1953 - RSC. 

•VG-10 Richard Gross - J.J. Teaparty advertisement 8/1983 
Tettenhorst. 

• VG-10 G.J. Hanson - JRM 
, VG-10 Schoenwalter. 

, VG-8 Stack's store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - ? 


R. 
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VG-8 G.J. Hanson - R.D. Munde - RSC - JRM- R. Tetten\horst. 

VG-8 Kagin's 298th sale 11/1972:589 - RSC- Yuell 

VG-7 G.J. Hanson - RSC - Martin Baer 
G-6 JRM - Gene Braig. 

1796 C-l 

MS-63 Murdock sale in London England 7/1903:963 - Henry Chapman - 
Howard Newcomb - C. David Pierce - Showers - Ketterman 
- Midwest collector. 

MS-60 Winsor:1012 - Earle:3609 - Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Mehl 
"Atwater" 6/1946:129 - Eliasberg. 

AU-55 Riley - Virgil Brand - B.G. Johnson - Stack's 

"Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1054 - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's 

"Spence" 3/1975:823 - Tettenhorst - JRM. 

F-15 David Proskey - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New 
Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:275, $700. - 
Mrs. Henry Norweb. 

F-15 Stack's "Robison" 2/1982:313 - New York "1796" collector. 
F-15 Carl Wurtzbach - Virgil Brand - H. Chapman - W.H. Sheldon 
Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:596 - Donald 

Partrick. 

VG-8 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $5750. - A.B. 

Hinman - Paramount "Century" 4/1965:61 - ?& f 

VG-8 William Doyle Galleries "Loye Lauder" 12/1983 / 2* W, 

VG-8 Jess Peters 89th sale 9/1977:571 - RSC. 

VG-7 Stack's "ANA Sale" 8/1976:142 - ? 

In addition to the above ten specimens (which may have 
duplications in the VG range), there are seven to nine additional 
specimens in lesser grades known to us. Some have long chains of 
ownership and were in prominent half cent collections of the past. 
This variety exhibits a remarkable gap when going from AU-55 for 
the third finest kq^on to F-15 for the fourth finest. All know^n 
genuine specimens from the fourth finest downward are on porous 
planchets which probably is due to the poor quality of the copper 
used by the Mint in making planchets. Some of the lesser grade 
specimens have had their surfaces buffed or tooled to reduce their 
porous appearance. "/this variety is a high R-6 and has been 
eagerly sought after for well over 100 years, hence the prices 
tend to be very high in comparison to other ^-6 coins in the half 
cent series. 

1796 C-2 

MS-63 Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1053, $2300. - Dorothy 

Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:822, $20,000. - Midwest 
collector. 

MS-60 McCoy:757 - Levick - Zanoni - Miller:1032 - H.R. Newcomb - 
Wayte Raymond - Virgil Brand - New Netherlands stock - D. 
Partrick. 

MS-60 W. Elliott Woodward 95th sale "G.M. Klein" 5/1888:2048 - 
Col. James W. Elsworth - Wayte Raymond - Hillyer Ryder - 
Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 
6/1954: 274, $1600. - Ben Stack - Mrs. NorwebJ| 
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» MS-60 Hollinbeck-Kagin Coin Co. (offered at numerous sales and 

Fixed Price Lists during the period from 1963 to 1973 
Tettenhorst - JRM. 

* AU-55 Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 11/1976:400 (from England) - 

various dealers - New England Rare Coin Auctions 
4/1980:900. - A. Terranova - private collector. 

. AU-55 Stack’s Fixed Price List "Brobston” 1963, $9750. - Stack's 
"Charles Jay" 10/1967:82, $9000. - ? - Auction '80:1005, 

$52,500. (returned by successful bidder) - New York "1796" 
collector . 

. AU-50 Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:7, $6500. - Stack's "Fenn" 

10/1976:7, $11,000. - Neil Berman - Bowers & Ruddy Fixed 

Price List 1979 - ? (Cleaned.) 

* AU-50 Showers - Essex Numismatics' investor - JRM - Florida Coin 

Exchange "Winter Sale" 1/1984:9 - ? 

* EF-40 From England - Oregon collector - Paul Puckett - Wallace 

Lee. 

' EF -40 S.H. & H. Chapman 3/1883:392 - Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy 
Galleries "Garrett Part I" 11/1979:5 - Beymer. 

There are a number of other specimens known in the EF range. 
All of these high grade specimens indicate that in 1796 certain 
persons recognized that this date had a small mintage. In our 
years of collecting, we have seen or heard of less than 
specimens in the range of F-12 to VF-30. The vast majority of 
this variety are in the range of Basal Stat6-1 to VG-10. Many are 
on porous planchets similar to those encountered on variety C-l. 
We estimate the total population of 1796 C—2's to be in excess of 
75 specimens and less than 200 (Rarity-4). 


-Tt-bJ 
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THE TOP TEN - 1795 C4 - 1796 C2 
by Ron Guth and Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 


Welcome to the latest installment of the TOP TEN. This issue 
will cover the finest known Half Cents of 1795 (varieties C-4 
through C-6b), and the two varieties of 1796. Special thanks go 
to the following contributors for help with this series: 

BILL WEBER 
WILLIAM BAREFORD 
DEL BLAND 
JIM McGUIGAN 
R. TETTENHORST 

As of this writing, we have still not received written 
permission from Jack Collins to include additional material from 
the proposed book on Half Cents by Walter Breen. For those who 
are concerned with the possible impact of this missing 
information, let it be said that the work presented here is 
virtually complete, particularly in the modern arena (since 1950). 
What the Col1ins/Breen information provides is mostly tangential 
tie-ins to the turn-of-the-century auction sales and fill-in 
information on a reportedly significant California collection. 

1795 C-4 


MS-60 

MS-60 

AU-50 

AU-50 


EF-45 

EF-40 

EF-40 


EF-? 


EF-? 


EF-40 


California collector. 

Showers - Midwest collector. 

Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:594, $450. 

California collector. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $700. - Stack's 

"R.L. Miles" 4/1969:5, $850. - Stack's 9/1975:6, $750. - ? 
- Pennsylvania collector. 

Illinois collector. 

Spink's "Carnegie" sale - Bowers & Merena Galleries "Marcus 
Brown" 11/1983:2533, $1900. - Ohio collector. 

Kagin's 304th sale 11/1974:3 - New England Rare Coin 
Galleries Fixed Price List #4 (1975) - Pine Tree "Dr. 

Conway Bolt" 11/1975:1 - Pine Tree 1/1978:66 - various 

intermediaries - Maryland collector. 

H. Chapman "Jenks" 12/1921:6240 - New Netherlands 44th sale 
"Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:271, $40. - to bidder "LB". 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963 - ? Clipped 

planchet . 

Steve Fischer - California collector. 


The C-4 variety is often difficult to grade. The reverse broke 
and the obverse sank, resulting in central weakness on both the 
obverse and reverse. For more detailed information regarding this 
problem, see Roger Cohen's description in his second edition of 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS. 
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1795 C-5a 


MS-60 Williams 11/1950:686 - Delaware collector. 

AU-50 Joseph H. Spray - Stack’s "Spring Sale" 4/1978:26, $1200. - 
Midwest collector. 

AU-50 Illinois collector. 

AU-50 Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:515, $650. - ? 

EF-45 Delaware collector. 

EF-40 A.H. Baldwin, London in November, 1946 - W.C. Blaisdell - 
California collector. 

EF-40 New Netherlands 66th sale 7/1976:815 - New York dealer. 

EF-40 Showers - Midwest collector. 

EF-40 Stack's "Roper" 12/1983:433 - Pennsylvania dealer. 

EF-40 Stack's store stock- J.E. Braunworth - Bowers & Ruddy 
Galleries "ANA sale" 7/1981:1758, $2400. - Pennsylvania 
collector. 

EF-40 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $300. - Stack's 
"R.L. To 1 Lett" 4/1971:2, $380. - Maryland collector. 

Plated in Cohen's first edition. 

1795 C-5b 

MS-65 Dr. Conway Bolt - various intermediaries - Pennsylvania 
collector. Overstruck on a large cent (variety S-76a or 
b). 

AU-50 D.S. Wilson - John Clapp - Louis Eliasberg collection. 

EF-40 Morgenthau sale #405 10/1939:668 - Joseph Steele - 1953 ANA 
sale:1451 - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 

6/1954:273, $100. - Erie collector. 

EF-40 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $550. - Stack's 
"Van Roden" 5/1968:106, $600. - NY collector. 

EF-40 Stack's "Nicholson Family" 6/1967:758, $720. - Long Island 
collector. 

VF-35 Quality Sales Corp. 11/1972:13 - Midwest collector. 

VF-30 Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:6, $350. - ? 

VF-30 Hugh Campbell - Weber. 124 grains. 

VF-30 Guth - Virginia collector. 

VF-30 New Netherlands Mail Bid Sale 3/1973:38 - ? 

1795 C-6a 


MS-65 

Midwest 

collector . 





AU-55 

Showers 

- Midwest collector. 




AU-55 

Quality 

Sales 9/1971:13 

_ ? 




AU-55 

Robert 

_ 7 

F. Batchelder - 

Steve Ivy 

Fixed 

Price List 

5&6/1977 

AU-55 

A1vord: 

:48 - Stack's 

"Anderson 

-Dupont 

" 11/1954: 

: 1049 


Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence” 3/1975:819, $4200. - 
Rarcoa Fixed Price List 1975 - Rarcoa "Rockford" 1/1978:2 - 
Long Island collector - Jimmy Hayes - Stack's 4/1983:1097 - 


? 

AU-50 Leo Young - Auction '80:1515 - Kagin's - ? 

AU-50 Rodney Grove - Nofal/Kling - Superior Galleries "Bernard 
Turkus" 6/1981:3 - Terranova - ? 

EF-45 Showers - ? 
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EF-45 Hugh Campbell - Bland - W.K. Raymond - Midwest collector. 
EF-40 Stack’s Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $375. - Stack's 
3/1972:6,$400. - Maryland collector. 

There are at least seven other specimens which grade EF-40 and 
which nip at the heels of the ninth and tenth finest known coins. 
Included among these seven would be the Garrett specimen (Lot 5) 
and the Brobston specimen. 


1795 C-6b 

F-15 William R. Luckett - California collector. 

F-15 B.M. Douglas 1953 - Maryland collector. 

VG-10 Richard Gross - J.J. Teaparty advertisement 8/1983 
Midwest collector. 

VG-10 J.G. Hanson - Lusk - Pennsylvania collector. 

VG-10 New Jersey collector. 

VG-8 Stack's store stock 12/1971 - RSC - Guth 10/1981 - ? 

VG-8 G.J. Hanson - K.D. Munde - RSC - JRM- Midwest collector. 

VG-8 Kagin's 298th sale 11/1972:589 - RSC- New Jersey collector. 

VG-7 G.J. Hanson - RSC - Florida collector. 

G-6 JRM - Ohio collector. 

1796 C-l 

MS-63 Murdock sale in London, England 7/1903:963, $73.22 - Henry 
Chapman - Howard Newcomb - C. David Pierce - Showers 
Ketterman - Midwest collector. 

MS-60 Winsor:1012 - Earle:3609 - Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Mehi 
"Atwater" 6/1946:129 - Louis Eliasberg collection. 

AU-55 Riley - Virgil Brand, $800. - B.G. Johnson - Stack's 

"Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1054, $3000. - Dorothy Nelson 
Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:823, $34,000. - Tettenhorst 

Pennsylvania collector. 

F-15 David Proskey - Hillyer Ryder - Wayte Raymond - New 

Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 6/1954:275, $700. - 
Erie collector. 

Stack s Robison" 2/1982:313 — New York "1796" collector. 

F-15 Carl Wurtzbach - Virgil Brand - H. Chapman - W.H. Sheldon 

- Blaise Dantone - Lester Merkin 3/1969:596, $2600. 

Long Island collector. 

VC-8 Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $5750. - A.B. 

Hinman - Paramount "Century" 4/1965:61 - ? This has been 

previously represented as being from the Stack's "G.H. 
Hall" 5/1945:103, $240., however, the lot dewscription does 
not match the coin and the plate is of a 1795 half cent! 
VG-8 William Doyle Galleries "Loye Lauder" 12/1983:244, $26,400. 

- Long Island collector. Probably the most pleasing and 
defect-free of the low-end examples of this variety. 

VG-8 Jess Peters 89th sale 9/1977:571 - Maryland collector. 

VG-7 Stack's "ANA Sale" 8/1976:142 - ? 

In addition to the above ten specimens (which may have 
duplications in the VG range), there are seven to nine additional 
specimens in lesser grades known to us. Some have long chains of 


ownership and were in prominent Half Cent collections of the past. 
This variety exhibits a remarkable gap when going from AU-55 for 
the third finest known to F-15 for the fourth finest. All known 
genuine specimens from the fourth finest downward (with the 
exception of the "Lauder" coin) are on porous planchets, which 
probably is due to the poor quality of the copper used by the Mint 
in making planchets. Some of the lesser grade specimens have had 
their surfaces buffed or tooled to reduce their porous appearance. 
This variety is a high R-6 and has been eagerly sought after for 
well over 100 years, hence the prices tend to be very high in 
comparison to other R-6 coins in the Half Cent series. 

1796 C-2 

MS-63 Colonel Green - Stack’s "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1053, 
$2300. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's "Spence" 

3/1975:822, $20,000. - Midwest collector. 

MS-60 McCoy:757 - Levick - Zanoni - Miller:1032 - H.R. Newcomb - 
Wayte Raymond - Virgil Brand - New Netherlands stock - Long 
Island collector. 

MS-60 W. Elliott Woodward 95th sale "G.M. Klein" 5/1888:2048 - 
Col. James W. Ellsworth - Wayte Raymond - Hillyer Ryder - 
Wayte Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale "Hillyer Ryder" 
6/1954:274, $1600. - Ben Stack - Erie collector. 

MS-60 Hoi1inbeck-Kagin Coin Co. (offered at numerous sales and 
Fixed Price Lists during the period from 1963 to 1973 - 
Tettenhorst - Pennsylvania collector. 

AU-55 Bowers & Ruddy Galleries 11/1976:400 (from England) 

various dealers - New England Rare Coin Auctions 
4/1980:900, $32,000. - A. Terranova - private collector. 

Stack's Fixed Price List "Brobston" 1963, $9750. - Stack's 
"Charles Jay" 10/1967:82, $9000. - ? - Auction '80:1005, 
$52,500. (returned by successful bidder) - New York "1796" 
collector. 

AU-50 Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:7, $6500. - Stack's "Fenn" 

10/1976:7, $11,000. - Neil Berman - Bowers & Ruddy Fixed 

Price List 1979 - ? Cleaned. 

AU-50 Showers - Essex Numismatics' investor - Pennsylvania 
collector - Florida Coin Exchange "Winter Sale" 1/1984:9 - 
? 

EF-40 From England - Oregon collector - Paul Puckett - Michigan 
collector. 

VF-35 S.H. & H. Chapman 3/1883:392 - Garrett - Bowers & Ruddy 
Galleries "Garrett Part 1" 11/1979:5 - California dealer. 

There are a number of other specimens known in the VF+ range. 
All of these high grade specimens indicate that in 1796 certain 
persons recognized that this date had a small mintage. In our 
years of collecting, we have seen or heard of less than ten 
specimens in the range of F-12 to VF-30. The vast majority of 
this variety are in the range of Basal State-1 to VG-10. Many are 
on porous planchets similar to those encountered on variety C-l. 
We estimate the total population of 1796 C-2's to be in excess of 
75 specimens and less than 200 (Rarity-4). 
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THE TOP TEH 


bv Roger 5. Cohen, Jr. 

This installment will cover the top ten condition specimens of 
the Half Cent varieties from 1797 Cohen 1 through 1802 Cohen 2. 
Special thanks go to the contributing editors Ron Guth, Jim 
McGuigan, Dei Bland, R. Tettennorst and Bill Weber. Additional 
thanks go to all the collectors who have taken their time to 
inform us of new specimens of rare varieties and new condition 
census it ems. 


1797 C-l 


Lifornia collector. 


- Superior Galleries 
Guth 10/1982. $7750. 


/M5^6 5 Jianson^e ar 1 v s t a tjj. OaLXj^J K *r 
:-;F - : h : we r s -- Mi dwe si c i - s : o r 

MS-60 Cleveland AHA - Batcheider 1/1974 
Early state, no mint red. 

MS-60 Rodney T. Groves - Hofal & Kling - 
“Bernard Turkus" 6/1981:4, $12,500. 

New York collector. 

AU-55 Jacques Schuiman 3/1930:232 - Stack's " Anderson-Dupont" 
1954:1058, $150. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's “Spence" 3/1975:824, 

$5250. - W.K. Raymond - Midwest collector. 

AU-55 Elder sale 3/1936 - W.C. Biaisaeii - Dei Bland - W.K. 

Ra ymond , $4400. - Maryland collector. J 6 j-,' C> 

AU-55 Lloyd Whiteneck - Midwest co llector _ ^ 

AU-50 Showers - Midwest collector ^Pennsylvania coTTeotoO 
AU-5G B. Max Mehl “Wiiharm" 2/1921:1625 - John Work Garrett - 
Johns Hopkins University - Bowers & Ruddy Sale 11/1979:7 - 
Pennsylvania dealer. 

AU-? Stack's "R . L. Miles" 4 / 1 969:1 1, $355. - present whereabouts 

unknown. 


1797 C-2 


MS-65 Cleanev 18907:1944 - Mills 1904:1410 - George E. Chatilion, 
B. Max Mehl 11/1938:1640 - Rappaport sale 11/1950 - Delaware 
collector. 

MS-65 Edouard Frossard 10/1884:847 - Garrett - Johns Hopkins 
University - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries "Garrett Part I" 11/1979:6, 
$14,000., graded "AU-55" - Stan Kesseiman - Anthony Terranova - 
New York collector. 

AU-55 L.A. Young sale 5/1956:1088 as "EF" - Bill Weber - R. 

Te t t enhor s t . 

AU-50 Col. E.H.R. Green - ? - Midwest collector. 

AU-50 Thomas Eider 43rd sale 'Peter Mougev" 9/1910:292 - New 
Netherlands 44th sale "Hillver Ryder" 6/1954:280, $105. - Showers 

- Midwest collector - California collector. The obverse is the 
Gilbert plate coin. 

EF-45 S.J. Kabeaio "W.L. Gunn" 2/1948 - A.P. Gasser - Superior 
Galleries "Dr. Charles L. Ruby I" 2/1974:210, $1350 - California 
col lector. 

EF-40 Carnegie Museum - Spinks 3/1983 - Gary Fitzgerald - Texas 
dealer. 





EF-? Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:10 - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

EF-? Stack's ANA 8/1976:145 - J.E. Braunworth - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

VF-35 Stack's ‘Robison" 2/1982:316, $2900. - present whereabouts 

unknown. 


17 9 7 C- 3 a 


EF-45 Showers - Midwest collector. 

EF-4Q R. Hoober - S.Q. West - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF-35 Chuck Furianic - Maryland collector. 

VF-35 1980 ANA:908 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF-30 New Nether 1 anas 44th sale "Hillver Ryder" 6 / 1 954:27 8. $120. 

- Stack's "Brobston" FPL 1963, $450. - present whereabouts 

unknown. Gilbert plate coin. 

VF-30 Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1055. $140. - Showers - 

Midwest collector. The large cent date (1798) shows on the 
obverse. 

VF-30 Joe Flynn 6/1970 - Hugh Campbell - Jack Bevroer - Virginia 
collector. 

VF-30 G. Massamore 4/1983 - J.W. Garrett - Johns Hopkins 
University - Stack's 3/1976:5. $700. - California collector. 

VF-30 Rarcoa - Richard Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF-25 Chuck Furianic - Pennsylvania collector - Michigan 
col lector. 

VF-25 W.K. Raymond - R.D. Munde - R.S. Cohen. Jr. - John Bergman 

- Jack Beymer - Michigan collector. 

17 9 7 C- 3 b 


EF-40 New Netherlands 61st sale "Dr. Angus Black" 6/1970:114. 
$2350. - R. Shaw - Anthony Terranova - California collector. 

VF-35 Thomas Eider 11/1935:786. as "Fine" - W.C. Biaisdeii - Penn 
Valley Coin 11/1973 - Midwest collector. 

VF-30 B. Mas Mehl sale - Stack's "Alto" 12/1970:516, $1300. - ft. 

Shaw - Anthony Terranova - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF-25 Fred Baldwin (London) - New Netherlands 56th sale 
6/1962:420, $960. - Stack's "R.L. Miles. Jr." 4/1969:9. $1025. - 

Stack's "Fenn" 10/1976:9, $2300. - J.E. Braunworth. $4500. - Jay 

Erlichman - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF-20 Stack's "Brobston" FPL 1963. $1200. - Blaise Dantone - 

Lester Merkin 3/1969:597. $725. - Jack Beymer 4/1982. $2000. - 

California collector. 

VF-20 Anton - William E. Florence - Harmer Rooke 11/1969:779, 
$1600. - Richard Picker - Stolen from Picker in 1971 - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VF-20 Ed Hipps - Anthony Terranova - Jim McGuiaan - Richard 
Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF-20 R. Shaw - Anthony Terranova - Jim McGuiaan - California 
collector. 

F-15 Stack's 3/1973:34. $500. - R. Tettenhorst - Ricky Gross - 

present whereabouts unknown. 

F-15 Showers collection - Joe Flynn - Jim McGuigan - I 1 1innois 
collector. 


The Alvorci sale of 19 2 4 contained a specimen (Lot 58) which 
appears (from the plate) to he about EF-4 0 or higher. It is 
described in the catalogue as 'Fine, olive brown. Very rare and 
one of the finest known." Mo known specimen in higher grades 
matches the plate, therefore it appears that another high grade 
specimen will need to be added at a later date. 

1797 C-3c 

VG-10 Richard Picker - Lester Merkin 9/68:37, $1350. - Richard 

Picker - R.D. Munae - Maryland collector. 

VG-8 2/1967, $70. - Hanson - Midwest collector. 

VG-6 H. Chapman "John Story Jenks" 12/1921:6245 - Dr. Lewis C. 
Adler - Erie collector. 

G-6 Lloyd Wniteneck 8/1973 - Sam Unaar - Midwest collector. 

G-6 D.O. Hughes - Waiter Breen - Hanson - private collector. 

G-4 Waiter Garrabrant - W.C. Biaisdeli - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

G-4 New Jersey collector. 

G-4 Kagin "GENA Sale" 9/1978:11, $675. - Virginia collector. 

AG-3 Virginia coin shop (as a worn lettered edge! ^ - R.S. Cohen, 

Jr. - Midwest collector. 

Fr-2 Reported in the Ruby collection, but not included in the 
various Ruby sales held by Superior Galleries in the 1970's - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

BS-1 Viewed at the 1982 CSNS show and authenticated by AMACS - 
private collector. 

The eleven specimens listed above represent the total of specimens 
known to us. There are also three specimens known which show 
partial gripping which have not been listed. 

The first mention of this variety seems to have been the sale 
of January 24-25, 1881 by Messrs. Bangs & Co. Lot 281 (on page 
13) is described as follows: "1797 INDENTED EDGE. VERY GOOD. 

VERY RARE. This is the first specimen or this variety ever 
catalogued, so far as I know." 

This reference was discovered by P. Scott Rubin of New Jersey 
during 1983 while perusing old auction catalogues. 

1800 C-l 

There are approximately two hundred examples of this date known 
in grades AU-50 through MS-70. Various writings have stated that 
two small hoards of this date were discovered in Boston during the 
1930s. We have never seen an original reference to these 

discoveries. Prior to the finding of these hoards, it appears 

that there was no difficulty in obtaining Mint State specimens. 
Significant sales of Half Cents usually contained Uncirculated 
specimens For example, the 1924 Alvord sale contained two 

Uncirculated pieces. The Ryder and Anderson-Dupont collections 

aiso had Mint State examples. In more recent times. two 

Uncirculated 1800 Half Cents were offered in the 1973 ANA sale by 
Jess Peters, both with mint red. The better one, which would now 
grade MS-67, brought the then unheard of price of $650. The 


second specimen (with two carbon spots- but full mint luster. 
would grade MS-63 by today s standards, but went for only $120. 

Collectors should be on the iookout for examples of this date 
with a Large Cent undertype showing. At present, seven specimens 
are known to us which show such an under type. An AU-50 in a Mew 
Jersey collection is reported to be struck over an S-187 (1798) 

Large Cent. This coin was discovered by Dr. Stanley u. Vest and 
sold to the Empire Coin Company in 1963. Another high orade 

example resides in the Connecticut State Library collection which 
shows plainly the 1798 date of the Large Cent. Th e remaining five 
examples showing Large Cent undertvpes are in low arade (Fr-2 to 
C-6 ) . 

1802 C-l 

F -15 B. Max Me hi "S.H. McVittv 11 3/1938 : 10 - Batcheider (1974) - 
Sam Ungar - Midwest collector. 

F-12 H. Chapman "W.B. Guv" 11/1911:915 - Hiiiver Ryder - Wayte 
Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:282, $300. - Delaware 

collector. This is the discovery specimen for the variety. 

F-12 Erie collector. 

VG-10 Stack's "T.L. Smith" saie 6/1957, $600. - Dorothy Nelson - 

Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:826, $3300. - Midwest collector. 

Sharpness of F-15, but with rim damage (particularly on the 
reverse). 

VG-10 Commodore W.C. Eaton - Stack's "Andeison-Dupont" 
i1/1954:1066, $400. - bidder B.E. - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG-10 Rendeil - Maryland collector. 

VG-8 Chaoman "Alvord" 6/1924:80. $13.25 - W.C. McCaw - Thomas 

Elder 11/1930:2120 - B. Max Mehi "W.W. Neil" 6/1947:2213 - Stack's 
"Erobston" FFL 1963, $1500. - A. Buei Hinman - Paramount "Century" 
4/1965:67 - Jess Peters 9/1977:579, $2600. - Bill Grayson - Robert 

L. Hughes Enterprises "Pacific" 2/1978:36 - Richard Biiancia, 

$7500. - Ohio collector. 

VG-8 Bob Faust - Kagin s 269th saie 3/1967:12 - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

VG-8 "Suitcase" Foster - New Jersey collector. 

VG-8 V.K. Raymond - Hanson - New York collector. 

As of this writing there are 25 specimens known to us. At times 
there seems to be an almost hysterical demand for this variety. 
The listing in the current Guidebook (Red Book) is about one 
fourth of the price which examples typically bring! 

18 0 2 C-2 

EF-40 Parmaiee:803 - Ropes collection - T.L. Elder "Mougey" 
9/1910:294 - Chapman “Jackman " .866 - Wavte Raymond - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VF-30 Stack's "Holmes" 10/1960:1290, $300. - Stack's Brobston" 

FPL 1963. $ 6 75. - Stack's "R.L. Miles" 4/1969:13, $700. - Anthony 

Terranova - Midwest collector. 

VF-3Q Waiter Breen - California collector. 


VF-30 Hess ie in "Miller 1 ' 4/1916:506 - Hiiiyer Ryder - Wavte 
Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:283, $130. - Delaware 

collector. 

VF-25 Hugh Campbell - Dei Bland - NERCG sale 11/1973 - Maryland 
collector . 

VF-25 Newark collector. 

VF-25 Ft. Tettenhorst - Jim McGuigan - Illinois collector. 

VF-20 Showewrs - Midwest collector - California collector. 

VF-20 Stack's "Ander5on-Dupont" i 1 / 1 954 : 1 06 7 , $67.50 - Willard C. 

Elaisaeil - Dei Bland - W.K. Raymond - Midwest collector. 

VF-20 James Braunworth - Stacks 1/1981:2. $1600. - Anthony 

Terranova - Jim McGuigan - Michigan collector. 

VF-20 California collector. 

There are a number of specimens that are worthy of mention. A 
California collector owns an example with VF-30 sharpness, 
however, the plancnet had a crack through the E of LIBERTY which 
was subsequently (and expertly) repaired. The work is very 

difficult to detect and the general appearance of the piece is 
that it is one of the finest known. A Georgia collector owns a 
rusted die example which is also of VF-30 sharpness. but with 
smoothed obverse fields. The obverse still has rust pit marks in 
the area of LIBERTY and the date however, and the reverse has the 
usual weak center and rust pit marks throughout the legend and 
wreath areas. 

A number of specimnes that are graded F-15 have been touted as 
being as high as VF-30. This variety continues to be sought in 
EF-40 and above. We have heard rumors of an AU-5G specimen but 

(to date) the coin has failed to appear for examination. 


THE TOP TEN 


bv Roper S. Cohen. Jr . 

This installment will cover the top ten condition soecimens of 
the Half Cent varieties from 1797 Cohen 1 through 1602 Lohen 2 
Special thanks po to the contributing editors Ron Guth. Jim 
McGuigan. Dei Bland. R. Tettennorst and Bill Weber Additional 
thanks po to all the collectors who have taken their time to 
inform us of new specimens of rare varieties and new condition 
census iterns 
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THE TOP TEN 


bv Roger S. Cohen, Jr 


This installment will cover the top ten 
the Half Cent varieties from 17*7 Conen 
Special thanks po to the contributing 
McGuiaan, Dei Bland. R. Tettenhorst and 
thanks go to ail the collectors who have 
inform us of new specimens of rare vari 

census items. 
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MS-60 Showers - Midwest collector.^ 7 Q.XH 

MS-60 Cleveland ANA - Batchelaer 1/197-4 - California collector 
Early state, no mint red 

MS-aO Rodney T. Groves - Nofal 6 Kling - Superior Galleries 
‘Bernard Turkus" 6/1961:4. 612.500. - R. Guth 10/1982. $7750. - 

New York c o 1 1 e c t o r . & 1 n wc: ‘* w *’ 

AU-55 Jacques Schulman 3/1930:232 - Stack's “Anderson-Dupont“ 
1954:1058. $150. - Dorothy Nelson - Stack's ‘Spence" 3/1975:824. 

$5 250 - V.K. Raymond - Midwest col lector 

AU-55 Elder sale 3/193& - V.C. Biaxsdeli - Dei Bland - W.K. 
Raymond. $ 440 0. - Maryland collector ftSt - 

AU-55 Lloyd Whiteneck - Midwest col lector .fit 

- H'CJtrr CeiLter.s ( 2,»0 fit 

AU-50 B Max Mehl "Vilharm 1 2/1921:1825 - John Work Garrett - 
Johns Hopkins University - Bowers & Ruddv Sale 11/1979:7 - 
Fennsvivania dealer, s> «io*)s 

AU-? Stack's "R.L. Miles 1 ' 4/1969.H. $35 5 
unknown 


- present whereabouts 
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MS-60 Showers - Midwest collector. 

MS-60 Cleveland ANA - Batcheider 1/197-4 - Caixiornia collector 
Early state, no mint red 

MS-6 0 Rodney T. Groves - Norai 6 Kling - Superior Galleries 
Bernard Turkus" 6/1961:4. 612.500, - R. Gutn 10/1982. 67750 - 

New York collector. 

AU-55 Jacaues Schuiman 3 / 1 93 0:23 2 - Stack s Arid e r s on-Du d on t " 

1 9 5 4:1 0 5 6. $150. - Dorothy Neison - Stack’s ‘Spence 3/ i 9 7 5 . 6 2 4 . 

$5250. - W.K. Raymond - Midwest collector. 

AU-55 Elder sale 3/1936 - W.C Biaisdeii - Dei Bland - W.K. 
Raymond. $4400. - Maryland collector 

AU-55 Lloyd Vniteneck - Midwest collector 

F\o-fS ft 5 _ v\>OKrerr Co u u*© r* r*. ( & 2, vu S Pa o. t *r> »*/) 

AU-50 B Max Meh1 Wiiharm' 2 / 1921:1625 - John Work Garrett - 
Johns HoDkins University - B owe rs 6 Ruddy Saie 11/19/9:7 - 
Fennsvivania dealer. 

AU- J Stack's ’R.L. Miles 4/1969.ii. $355 - present whereabouts 

unknown 

FF - IS Got 4 ftuPD/ Qa Otto* M/77 — ^ ruftSy <, v * fJ / ft c t> a u r a 
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MS-65 Cieanev 1 8 9 0 f ; 1 9 4 4 - Kills 1904:1410 - George E. Chauiion, 
B. Max Mehl 11/1938 1640 - Ranpaport sale 11/1950 - Delaware 
collector.rii>we P •,*.« 

MS - 60 Edouard Frossard iO/ 1 8 6 4.8 4 7 - Garrett - Johns Hooicrns 
University - Bowers & Ruddy Galleries Garrett Fart 1 " 1 1 / 1 9 7 9: t. 

$14 .0 0 0 , graded 'AU-55" - Stan Kesseiman - Anthony Terranova - 

Hew York co i lector . f-t-ra. &.£*** 

AU-55 L.A Young sale 5/1956. i08B as ‘ EF - Bill Weber - % 

wmmammmmmammm mioworr-r c,u.rtri»4 '&’ t 

AU-50 Coi. E.K.R. Green - ? -- Midwest collector.R'f 

AU-50 Thomas Elder 43rd sale Feter Mou o e v 1 9 / 1 9 i 0 : 9 2 - Mew 
Netherlands 44th saie Hi liver Ryder 6/1 934:260. $i05. - Showers 
- Mi dwe st collector - California collector. w |w 

|! EF -‘ i5 J Kabeaio ‘V . L . Gunn 1 2/;94e - A F. Gasser - Suoerior 

! Galleries Dr Charles L. Ruby 1 2/i974:110. $1350 - California 

collector. &-j-h 

I EF ~‘ i 0 Carnegie Museum - Spinks 3>i 9 6 3 - Garv Fitzoeraid - Texas 
dealer .<_ . h* 


EF-? Stack's "R L . Miles" 4 / 1 969:1 0 - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

EF-? Stack's ANA 8/1976:145 - J.E Braunworth - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

VF-35 Stack's "Robison" 2/1982:316. $2900. - present whereabouts 

unknown. 
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MS-65 Cieanev 1 8 9 0 f1944 - Mil is 190-i : 1=310 - Georoe £. Ghatiiion, 
B. Max Meh1 11/1938.1640 - Ranpaport sa.e 11/1950 - Delaware 

collector. 

MS-fcO Edouard Frcssard 10/1884:847 - Garrett - Johns Hock ins 
University - Bowers 6 Ruddy Galleries Garrett Fart l li/1979:e. 
$14,000. , graded '‘AU-55“ - Stan Kesseiman - Anthony Terranova - 
New York collector 

AU-55 L.A Young sale 5/1956..068 as ' E F - Bill Weber - 

——M — — ku -r 

AU - 5 0 C, o i E . K . R . Green - ? -- Midwest collector. 

AU-50 Thomas Eider 43rd sale Peter Houaev' 9/1910 2 9 2 - Mew 

Netherlands 44th sa*e Hi liver Ryder 6/1954:260, $i05 - Showers 

- Midwest collector - California collector. 


EF-45 'S J. Kabeaio "wL. Gunn' 2 

Galleries Dr Charles L. Rudv 1 
col lector . 

EF-40 Carnegie Museum - Spinks 3 
dealer 


1 o - A F. Gasser - Superior 
974.210. 91350 - California 


Gary Fitzgerald 


Texas 


EF-? Stack's "R . L . Miles' 4/1969:10 
unknown 

EF-? Stack's ANA 8/1976:145 - J E 
whereabouts unknown 

VF-35 Stack's Robison' 2/1982 216. 
unknown. 


- oresent whereabouts 

Braunworth - present 

$2900. - present whereabouts 
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fyy-S* Showers - Midwest col lector . R "' 

EF-40 R. Hoober - S.Q. West - present whereabouts unknown 

VF-35 Chuck Furjanic - Maryland col lector 

VF-35 I960 ANA:908 - present whereabouts unknown 

VF-30 New Netherlands 44th saie "Hillver Ryder" 6/1954:278. $120. 

- Stack's "Brobston" FPL 1963. $400. - present whereabouts 

unknown 

VF-30 Stack s " Anderson-Dupont" 1 1 / 1 9 5 4:1 055. $140. - Showers - 

Midwest collector. The large cent date (1796/ shows on the 
obverse . 

VF-30 Joe Flynn 6/1970 - Hugh Campbell - Jack Bevmer - Virginia 
collector Rtc /993 

VF-30 G Massamore 4 / - J.W. Garrett - Johns Hopkins 

University - Stack's 3/1976:5. $700. - California collector.-'*' 

VF-30 Rarcoa - Richard Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector.- 
VF-25 Chuck Furianic - Pennsylvania collector - Michigan 
collector. V/. 

VF-25 W.K. Raymond - R.D Munde - R.S. Cohen. Jr. - John Bergman 

- Jack Bevmer - Michigan collector. 

-^. -- fir ftfiDV-'O'P.O 


































/7?7 c - 3a. 

ft<j-So Showers - Midwest collector. 

EF-40 R. Hoober - S.Q. Vest - present whereabouts unknown 
VF-35 Chuck Furjanic - Maryland collector. 

VF-35 1980 ANA:908 - present whereabouts unknown. 

VF-30 New Netherlands 44th sale '-Hi liver Ryder 1 6 / 1 954:27 8. $120 

- Stack's 1 Erobston" FPL 1963, $450. - present whereabouts 

unknown. CTitHHwiitrit ■ —iBilt 

VF-30 Stacks "Anderson-Dupont " 11/1954 1055. $140 - Showers - 

Midwest collector. The large cent date (1796/ shows on the 
obverse 

VF-30 Joe Flynn 6/1970 - Hugh Campbell - Jack Eevmer - Virginia 
collector 

VF-30 G Massamore 4 / - J.W. Garrett - Johns Hopkins 

University - Stacks 3/1976.5. $700. - California collector. 

VF-30 Rarcoa - Richard Shimkus - Pennsylvania collector. 

VF-25 Chuck Furianio - Pennsylvania collector - Michigan 
collector. 

VF-25 W.K. Raymond - R.D Munde - RS. Cohen. Jr - John Bergman 

- Jack Bevmer - Michigan collector. 
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VG-10 Hich»rd Picker - Lester Merkin 9/68:37. $1350. - Richard 

Ficker - R.D. Monoe - Maryland collector. 

VG - 8 Hanson - Midwest collector. 

VG-6 H. Chapman "John Story Jenks" 12/1921:6245 - Dr. Lewis C 
Adler - Erie collector. N«i\we 6 

G-6 Lloyd Whiteneck 8 / 1 9 7 3 - Sam Unjar - Midwest collector. 

G-6 DO. Hughes - Walter Breen - Hanson - private collector \ 

G-*} Walter Garrabrant - W.C. Blaisdell - present whereabouts 
unknown 

G- 4 New Jersev collector. ** *''-'**' 

G-4 Kagin "GENA Sale" 9/1978.11, $675. - Virginia collector.^ 6 

AG-3 Virginia coin shop (as a worn lettered edge!) - R.S. Cohen. 
Jr. - Midwest collector 

Fr-2 Reported in the Ruby collection, but not included in the 
various Ruby sales held by Superior Galleries in the 1970‘s - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

BS-1 Viewed at the 1982 CSNS show and authenticated by ANACS - 
private collector - Roc.*.** 


The eleven specimens listed above represent the total of specimens 
known to us There are also three specimens known which show 
partial gripping which have not been listed. 

The first mention of this variety seems to have been the saie 
oi January 24-25. 1881 by Messrs Bangs & Co. Lot 28l Ion page 
13/ is described as follows "1797 INDENTED EDGE. VERY GOOD. 
VERY RARE. This is the first specimen of this variety ever 
catalogued, so iar as I know." 

This reference was discovered by F. Scott Rubin of New Jersev 
during 1963 while Derusina old auction catalogues. 
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VG-10 Richard Picker - Lester Merkxn 9/68:37. $1350. - Richard 

Picker - R.D. Munde - Maryland collector. 

VG-6 Hanson - Midwest collector 

VG-6 H. ChaDman 'John Story Jenks" 1 2 / 1 9 2 i : 6 2 <15 - Dr. Lewis C. 
Adler - Erie collector. 

G-6 Lloyd Whiteneck 8/1973 - Sam Ungar - Midwest collector. 

G-6 D.O. Hughes - Walter Breen - Hanson - private collector. 

G-m Walter Garrabrant - W.C. Biaisdell - present whereabouts 
unknown. 

G-4 New Jersev collector. 

G-4 Kagin "GENA Sale' 9/1978.11. $675. - Virginia collector. 

AG-3 Virginia com shop us a worn lettered edge!) - R.S. Cohen. 
Jr. - Midwest collector. 

Fr-2 Reported in the Ruby collection, but not included in the 
various Ruby saies held by Superior Galleries in the 1970s - 
present whereabouts unknown. 

BS-l Viewed at the 1962 CSNS show and authenticated by ANACS - 
private collector. 


The eleven specimens listed above represent the total of specimens 
known to us. There are also three specimens known which show 
partial gripping which have not been i isteo . 


The first mention of this variety seems to have d 
J anuary 24-25. 1861 by Messrs Bangs 6 Co. Lot 

> is described as follows 1797 INDENTED EDGE. 


en the sale 
6i (.on page 
VERY GOOD. 


VERY RARE This 
catalogued, so far as 
This reference was 


the first 
I know “ 

scoverec by 
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There are approxinsteiv two hundred examples of this date known 
in grades AU-5 0 through MS-70. Various writings have stated that 
two small hoards of this date were discovered in Boston during the 
19 3 0 • s We have never seen an orioinai reference to tnese 

discoveries Prior to the iinding of these noaras. it appears 

that there was no difficult v in ootainino Mint State specimens. 
Significant sales oi Hair Cents usually contained uncircuiateo 
specimens For example, the i 92 *1 Aivord sale contained two 

Uncirculated oieces The Fcvaer ana Anderson-DuDont collections 

aiso had Mint State examples in more recent times. two l 

Uncirculated 16 00.Ha if Cents were offered in the 1973 ANA sal# bv 
Jess Peters, both with mint red. The better one. which would now 
grade M§-67, brought the then unheard of orice of 5 t 50 The 

itcond specimen (with two carbon spots. but full mint iuster)UHK-W 

would grade M£-o3 by today's standards, but went for only 5120. 

Collectors should be on the lookout for examples of this date 
with a Large Cent undertype showing At present, seven specimens 
are known to us which show such an undertvpe An AU-50 in a New 
Jersey collection is reported to be struck over an S-187 ( 1 7 9 8 > 

Large Cent This coin was discovered by Dr Stanley . West and 

sold to the Empire Coin Company in 1963. Another high grade 

example resides in the Connecticut State Library collection which 
shows plainly the 1798 date of the Laige Cent. The remaining five 
examples showing Large Cent undertvpes are in low grade ifr-2 to 
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mere are approximately two hundred examples oi this date known 
in grades AU-5 0 through MS-70. Various writings have stated that 
two smaii hoards ci this date were discovered in Boston during the 
l930's We have never seen an orioinai reference to these 

discoveries Prior to the finding of these noaras. it appears 

that there was no difficulty in ootaimnc Mint State specimens 
Significant saies of Halt Cents usually contained uncirculated 
specimens For example, the i S 2 Ai vord sale contained two 

Uncirculated nieces The Rvaer ana Anderson-Dupont collections 

also had Mint -• t a t e examples in more recent times two 

uncirculated 1800 Half Cents were offered in the 1973 ANA sale bv 
Jess Peters, both with mint red The better one, which wouid now 
grade MS-6/, brought the then unheard of orice of feboQ. The 

second specimen (with two carbon soots. but iuii mint iuster)UHioH 
wouid grade MS-o3 by today s standards, but went for only $1.20. 

Collectors should be on the iookout for examples oi this date 
with a Large Cent undertype showing At present, seven specimens 
are known to us which show such an undertype An AU-50 in a New 
Jersev collection is reported to be struck over an B-167 i 17 9 8 i 
Large Cent This coin was discovered by Dr. Stanley {^. west and 
sold to the Empire Coin Company in i960. Another high grade 

exaroDie resides in the Connecticut State Library collection which 
shows plainly the 1798 date of the Large Cent. The remaining five 
examples showing Large Cent undertVDes are in low a r a d e (fr-2 to 
C- 6 ) . 
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F-15 B. Max Mehl “S.H. McVittv" 3/193810 - Batcheider (1974) - 
Sim Ungar - Midwest collector .M 

F-12 H. Chapman "W B . Guv" 11/1911:915 - Kiiiver Ryder - Wavte 
Rivnond - New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:282. $300. - Delaware 

collector. This is the discovery specimen for the virietv. 

F-12 Erie collector ,/v o(WH?a 

VG-10 Stick's "T.L Smith" sale 6/1957. $600 - Dorothy Nelson - 

Stick's "Spence" 3/1975:826. $3300. - Midwest collector. 

Sharpness of F-15. but with rim damage (particularly on the 
reverse) . 

VG-10 Commodore W.C. Eaton - Stack's "Andeison-Oupont" 
11/1954:1066. $400. - bidder BE - present whereabouts unknown. 

VG-10 Rendeil - Maryland collector.flySTi^ 

VG-8 Chaoman "Alvord" 6/1924:80. $13.25 - W.C. McCaw - Thomas 

Elder 11/1930 2120 - B. Max Mehl "V.V. Neil" 6/1947:2213 - Stacks 
"Brobston" FPL 1963. $1500. - A Buei Hinman - Paramount "Centurv 
4/1965:67 - Jess Peters 9/1977:579. $2600. - Bill Grayson - Robert 

L. Hughes Enterprises "Pacific" 2/1976.36 - Richard Biiancia. 

$7500. - Ohio collector. 

VG-8 Bob Faust - Kagins 269th saie 3/1967:12 - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

VG-8 “Suitcase" Foster - New Jersey collector . i e ^*»iW(vtTir< 

VG-8 W.K. Ravmond - Hanson - New York collector 

As of this writing there are 25 specimens known to us At times 

there seems to be an almost hysterical demand for this variety. 
The listing in the current Guidebooic (Red Book) is about one 
fourth of the price which examoies typically bring 1 
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F-15 B. Max Mehi "S.H. McVittv" 3/1936:10 - Eatcheider (1974/ - 

Sam Ungar - Midwest collector. 

F —12 H Chapman " V B . Guv" 11/1911:915 — Hiiiver R veer — wav 1 1 
Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:282. $300. - Delaware 

collector This is the discovery specimen ior the varietv. 

F-12 Erie collector. 

VG —10 Stack's "T.L Smit h" sale 6/1957. $ 6 0 Q — Dorothy Nelson — 

Stack's "Spence" 3/1975:826. $3300. - Midwest collector 

Sharpness of F-15. but with rim damage (particularly on the 
reverse) . 

VG-10 Commodore W.C. Eaton - Stacks Anaeison-Duoont' 
11/1954:1066. $400. - bidder b.t - present whereabouts uiu n own 

VG-10 Rendeil - Maryland collector 

VG- 8 Chaoman ' Aivora 6 / 1 92 4:80, $13.25 - W.C. McCaw - Thomas 

Elder 11/1930 2120 - B. Max Mehl "W.V Neil" 6 / 1 94 7 2 2 1 3 - Stack s 
Brobston' FFL 1963. $1500. - A Buei Hinman - Far amo u n t "Century 
4/1965:67 - Jess Peters 9/1977:579. $2600. - Bill Grayson - Robert 

L. Hughes Enterorises "Pacific" 2/i976.36 - Richard Eiiancia. 

$7500. - Ohio collector. 

VG - 6 Bob Faust - Kagin s 269th saie 3 / 1 96 7:1 2 - present 
whereabouts unknown. 

VG — 8 Suitcase" Foster - New Jersey collector. 

VG-8 w.K. Ravmond - Hanson - New York collector. 


As of this wr 
there seems 
The listing 
fourth or the 


iting there are 25 specimens known to 
to be an almost nvsterical demand for 
m the current Guidebook (.Red Book- 
price which examDies typically bring- 
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EF-4 0 F a r ma i e e 8 0 3 - Rooes collection - T.L. Eider Mougev" 
9/1910:294 - Chapman "Jackman 1 866 - Wivte Raymond - present 

whereabouts unknown 

VF-30 Stack's "Ho lines" 10/19 60:1290. $300 - Stack s tirocston ' 

FFL 1963. - Stack s R.L Miles 4/1969:13. $ 7 00. - Anthony 

Terranova - Midwest col lector.ftT 

VF-30 Walter Breen - California coliectoi.fc5H 

VF-30 Hesslein "Miller" 4/1916:506 - Hiiiyer Rvder - Wavte 

Raymond - New Netherlands 44th saie 6/1954:283. $130. - Delaware 

col lector . Y9fvVt <£ £**0 

VF-25 Hugh Campbell - Dei Bland - NERCG saie 11/1973 - Maryland 

collector.P-So 

VF-25 Newark collector. 

VF-25 R. Tettenhorst - Jim McGuioan - Illinois c o 1 1 e c t o r . D 
VF-20 Showewrs - Midwest collector - California collector. S. 

VF-20 Stack's "Anderson-Dupont" 11/1954:1067. $67.50 - Willard C. 

Blaisdell - Del Bland - W.K. Raymond - Midwest collector .A' f ’ 

VF-20 James Braunworth - Stack's 1/1981:2. $1600. - Anthony 

Terranova - Jim McGuigan - Michigan collector 
VF-20 California collector, vu 

There are a number of specimens that are worthy of mention. A 
California collector owns an example with VF-30 sharpness, 
however, the planchet had a crack through the E of LIBERTY which 
was subseguentlv land expertly) repaired The work is very 

difficult to detect and the general appearance of the piece is 
that it is one of the finest known. A Georgia collector owns a 
rusted die example which is also of VF-30 sharpness. but with 
smoothed obverse fields. The obverse still has rust pit marks in 
the area of LIBERTY and the date however, and the reverse has the 
usual weak center and rust pit marks throughout the legend and 
wreath areas. 

A number of specimnes that are graded F-15 have been touted as 
being as high as VF-30. This variety continues to be sought in 
EF-40 and above. We have heard rumors of an AU-50 specimen but 
(to date) the coin has failed to appear i or examination. 
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EF-4G Fatmaiee : 603 - Rooes eeiiection - T.L Eider Mouaey 
91 19x0:294 - Chapiran ‘'Jackman " .8*6 - Wavte Eavmonri - present 

whereabouts unknown. 

VF-30 Stack's "Ho. rue s " 10/1960:1290. $300 - Stack s tirocston 

FPL 1963. >670 - Stacks R.L Miles 4/1969:13. >700 - Anthony 

Terranova - Midwest collector. 

VF-30 waiter Breen - California collector. 

VF-30 Hesslein "Miller' 4/1916:506 - Hi liver hvder - Way ta 
Raymond - New Netherlands 44th sale 6/1954:283, $130 - Delaware 

collector. 

VF-25 Huqh Campbell - Dei Bland - NERCG sale 11/1973 - Maryland 

collector. 

1 VF-25 Newark collector. 

VF-25 R. Tettenhorst - Jim HcGuioan - Illinois collector. 

VF-20 Showewrs - Midwest collector - California collector 

VF-20 Stack's ‘ Anderson-Dupont" l 1 / 1 954 : l 06 7 , $ 67.50 - Willard C. 

Biaisdeii - Dei Bland - W.K. Ravmond - Midwest collector 

VF-20 James Braunworth - Stack's 1/1981:2, $1600. - Anthony 

Terranova - Jim McGuiaan - Michipan collector 

VF-20 California coilectoi 


There are a number of specimens that are worthy of mention. n 
California collector owns an example with VF-30 sharoness. 
however, the pianchet had a crack through the E of LIBERTY which 
was subsequently (and expertly; repaired. The work is very 

difficult to detect and the general appearance of the piece is 
that it is one of the finest known. A Georgia collector owns a 
rusted die example which is also of VF--30 sharpness. but with 
smoothed obverse fields. The obverse still has rust pit marks in 
the area of LIB ERTY and the date h owe ver. and the reverse has the 
usuai weak center and rust pit manes throughout the legend and 
wreath areas. 

A number of soecimnes that are graded F-15 have been touted as 
being as high as VF-30. This variety continues to be sought in 
EF-40 and above. We have heard rumors of an AD"- 50 specimen but, 

(to date, the coin has failed to appear for examination. 
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